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T 0 THE. 


READER. 


A. S Superfluous as Prefaces ſeem, 
A yet there is One Thing which 
4 makes it, in a Manner, Ne- 
ceſſary to refix a ſew Lines to this 
Volume, in . there is an Occaſion 
given by the ObjeFions ſome Gen- 
tlemen have been lately pleaſed to 
make againſt the Style of the Engliſb 
Tranſlation, "Theſe Perſons having, 
by a very coſtly Inquiſitiveneſs, 
ſound and procured the [talian Co- 
py of the Letters, and compared 
| 3 them 


To the READER. 
them with the Eugliſb, pick many 
Faults in the latter, which they 
would fain improve to the leſſening 
the Reputation of the Turkiſh Spy, 
or at leaſt to the Heightning of their 
own Characters as  zts and Cr1tichs, 


Mafters of Languages, and the Grand 
Patentees of Fluman Senſe. 


In the firſt Place they fay, The 
Italian Tranſlation keeps cloſe to the 
Original Arabick; whereas the Eng- 
t/h abounds too much with Angli- 
ciſms, which are not ſufficient to ex- 

preſs the Author's Primitive Senſe. 


How impoſſible a Thing it is, to 
pleaſe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature ! Formerly they were of- 
fended that ſo many Turkiſh and 
Arabic Words were left untranſlated. 
And that being anſwer'd in the Pre- 
face to the Fourth Volume, they have 
now form'd new Arguments out of 
| that very Anſwer, to aſſault us on the 
| contrary Side, and tax us with being 

| to 


7o the READER. 
too Vernacular. - Tis true, the Letters 
they have ſent to the Book/elier on 
this Account, ate not ſubicrib'd at 
length : Yet, by Accident, one of 
the Gentlemen's Hand-writing B 
known. And tho' we acknowledge 
him to be an ingenious Perſon, and 
a Man of Learning; yet I believe he 
would be unwilling his Letter. ſhould 
here be expos'd in Print (or the Ori- 
ginal ſhew'd to ſome that know him, 


and perhaps may claim an equal 
Rank among the Criricks. 


Bur, to come to the Purpoſe ; I 
have often heard 7ran/lations blamed 
for keeping too clole to'the Original 
Phraſe ; but never any, before: this, 
for a Negligence that is abtolutely 
neceſſary to retain the Senſe of a Fo- 
reign Author. All the World knows 
there is a vaſt Difference between Ara- 
bick and the Languages of Europe; 
and if the [talian Tran/lator was 
more exact in forming his Words up 
to a near Imitation of the Eaſferu 

A 4 Pro- 


To the READER. 

Proprieties of Speech, no doubt but 
impartial Men will rather cenſure it 
as a Fault, than cry it up for an Ex- 
cellency ; ſince nothing ſounds well 
in any Language, which is not de- 
liver'd in the Natural Idiom. Every 
Thing ought to be writ in as ſamili- 
ar a Style as we diſcourſe; eſpecial- 
ly Letters, which are but a Proxy- 
Method of converſing at a Diſtance. 
And ke that Tranflates out of one 
Language into another, ought to aim 
chiefly at this, That he be fure to re- 
tain the Original Senſe, and render it 
ſmooth and eaſy to the Reader. The 
Flowers of Arabia and Italy, when 
once tranſplanted to our barren Eug- 
liſh Soil, loſe their Virtue and Beau- 
ty, till they are Naturaliz'd : What 
then muſt we expect from their 
Weeds? Doubtleſs there are ſome 
Peculiarities in all Languages; and 


to Tranſlate Verbatim from 10 remote 


a Tongue, would found as harſh as 
Trench does in an Engliſhman's Mouth, 
when he pronounces it as 'tis writ. 


Wurart 


Jo the READER. 


| Warar 1 haye mare to ſay, is, 
That as this Volume contains a Hiſtory 
of Things tranſacted within the Me- 
mory of moſt Men now living ; ſo 
the Two ſucceeding Tomes fall down 
lower and nearer to the preſent Times : 
Giving an Account of Events where- 
of many have been Eye-witneſſes, 
and, wherein not a few have had a 
perſonal Share, either by way of Ac- 
tion, or ſuffering Profit or Damage; 
which muſt needs afford Delight to 
thinking Men; fince there is nothing 
more. agreeable to Mortals, than to 
reflect on the former Paſſages of 
os Lives, according to that of the 
et ; 


Hec olim meminifſe javabit. 


Besrves, for the farther Encou- 
ragement of the candid Reader, He 
may aſſure himſelf, That towards the 
Concluſion of the Laft Volume, He 
will meet with ſeveral Secrets be- 
tween the French and Turkiſh 

ꝙak 5 Courts, 


2 


70 the READER. 


Courts, which will diſcover the-true 


Source of the Preſent War. between 
the Emperor of Germany and the 
Grand Signior; and give a Glimpſe 
of the private Machinations and 
Springs which have put all Europe 
into the Furly-Burly *tis now in. 


I have but this more to ſay, That 
we hope to be more ſpeedy in pub- 


liſhing the Remainder ol theſe Let- 


ters, than we have hitherto been in 


the Former YOLUMES 


Reavex, Adieu. 
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LETTER I. 


AHMUT the Arabian at Paris, to 
Dgnet Oglou his Friend at Con/tarti- 
nople. „ Net 

Lie relates the Errors be committed in Point of 

Heng and Carriage when he firſt came to 
aris 

IT. To the Reis Effindi, or Principal Secretary 

of the Ottoman Empire, 8 
of 


| 
| 


IX. To the ſame. 


The TABLE. 
Of a Fellow that dogg d him . and down the 
ts 


the Streets of Paris; and his Apprehenſions 
thereupon. | 

III. To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez. 11 


He complains of his frequent Sadneſs on the Ac- 
count of his Employment. 


IV. To the Kaimacham, 


15 
Of the Quakers in Holland, England, Ger- 


many, and other Parts of Europe. 


V. To the ſame. 18 
Of the Peace concluded between France and 
Spain. Of the Match between the King of 
France and the Spaniſh Infanta, Of t 
Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, and of the Prince 
of Conti's Reſtoration, 


VI, To Hamet, Reis Efendi, Principal i 04 


of the Ottoman Empire. 

He congratulates his Acceſſion to that Dignity. 
Of the Death of the King of Owens and 
the Duke of Orleans, 


V IL. To. Dgnet Ogleu. 2 5 
He diſcaur ſes nd the little Super/titions of the 
Mahometans, Of Moſes, and the Jews in 


Egypt. 


VIII. To the Lane | 37 
Of the Prince of Conde's Reception and Enter- 
tainment at the French Court, Some Paſſa- 


ges of his Life, 


33 
of 


_— 


The TABLE. 
Of Rig Charles II. bis Reforation ts th 


Crown, 
X. To Mehemet, an exil'd Eunuch, at Grand 
Carre in_Egypt. - 36 


He breaks forth into melancholy E xcur ſions, 


XI, To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal * 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Ile relates ſome Paſſages of Henry IV's „Les | 


XII. To Muftapha Berber Aga. 
Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the News 


married King and Rueen's Entry into Paris. 


XIII. To Dęnet Oglou. | 45 
Of. gn Earthquake at Paris. 

XIV. To Hamet, Reis Efendi, Principal Se- 

cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 47 


Obſervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII. 


XV. To Mahummed in the Deſart. 52 
Of the — at Paris, and other Parts of 


France, 
BOOK. 08. 
LETTERS 
O the Venerable Mufti. 55 


Of Cardinal Mazarini's Death, Some 


Remarks on bis Life. 


II. To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 58 
Farther Remarks on Cardinal Mazarini. 
III. To 
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III. To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
_ . Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 60 
07 his Couſin Iſouf's Refidence at Aſtracan. 4 


Character of the Muſcovites, 
IV. To Orcham Cabet, Student in the Sciences, 


and Penſioner to the Sultan, 62 
He congratulates his Converſion to the Mahome- 
tan Faith, 
V. To the Mufti. 64 
Of the King of France's Power to cure the 
King's Evil, 
VI. To Mirmadalin, Santone of the Yale of 
Sidon. * 


He applauds the happy Life ef a Santone, 


VII. To Dgnet Oglev. 70 
Of Painters. A Story of Martin Heemskirk, 


Another of Giotto. | 
VIII. To Lubano Abufai Saad, an Egyptian 
. Kin gt. 7 3 
Of 2 Dauphin's Birth. | 
IX. To Cara Hali, Phy/ician to the Grand Sig- 
nior. 78 
Of Hardineſi, Indifference, and Reſignation. 
X. To the ſame, 83 


Of Plays, and an odd Ar ident that happen'd at 
ene, in the. Preſence if the King, and the 
whale Court, 


KI. To Dgnet Oglou. © 88 
| He 


The TABLE. 


He complains of the Slanders caſt en him by ſome 
at the Seraglio. 


XII. To Abraham El Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 


| to the Seragho, 90 
¶ the wicked Lives of Prisfts and Monks 
XIII. To the Chiaus Baſſa. 97 

Of the French King's Conduct and Govern- 
ment. 

XIV. To the ſame. | 101 

More on the ſame Subject. an extraordina- 

15 Tournament, or Caron aly at the French 
Court, 

XV. To Zeidi Alamanzi, a EET at Ve- 

nice, 105 


He app.auds his Siucerity in embracing the Muſ- 
ſulman Faith. 


XVI. To the Kaimacham. o 
Of the Attempts made on the Lives of th Duke 


and Dutcheſs of Crequi. 
XVII. To Mohammed, the illuftrious Eremite 
of Mount Uriel in Arabia. III 


H the Contradiftions and rng of Anti- 
ent Records, &c, 


XVIII. To Hafnadar-Baſi, Chief Tredlons 
to his Highneſs, 115 
Of the Birth and Death of Madame of France. 
Of the Peace concluded between France and 
Spain. He reflects on the Engliſh for deli- 
vering up Dunkirk fo the French, Of the 
Marr iage betueen the King of England and 
the Infanta 7 Portugal. XIX. 
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XIX. To the Kaimacham. 7 117 

He relates a ſtrange Paſſage that happen d to him 
in viſiting a Calabrian Traveller, profeſſing 
Aſftralogy and Phyſick. 


XX. To the Captain Baſſa. Jar --- 
Of a wonderful Man taken up on the Coaſts of + 
North Holland. 


XXI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few, at Vienna. 
| 124 

He endeavours to convince him that Iſmael was 
Heir of the Promiſes made to Abrabam, as 
being the Firfl-born Son, With ſome Recri- 


minations on the Race of Iſaac. 
XXII. To the ſame. 128 
He diſcourſes concerning the Origin of Nobility 
and Grandeur among Men. 


XXIII. To Codarafrad Ceit, a Man of the 
Law | 


. 5 13 
Of a Man that was executed at Paris, for by 
ſerting that he Was the Son of D. 


BOOK III. 
LETTER I. 


O Solyman, his Couſin, at Chalcedon. 136 
He applauds his Removing from Place to 
Place, and adviſes him to travel farther and 
farther in the World; or at leaft to viſit his 
Couſm at Aſtracan. % 
II. To 


The T AB L E. 
fl. To Peſeli Hall, his Brother, Maſter of the 


Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 139 
Of the Wars and Revolutions in Indoſtan 
ſome Remarks on the afferent Policy of Eaft- 
ern Nations, 
II. To Uſeph, Baſſa. 143 


Of the Converſion of the Duke of Mecklenburgh 
to the Roman Fauth.. Of the magnificent 
Lui the Swiss — made into 


Paris. 


Iv. To Hamet, Reis Effindi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 145 
Of the King of France's Aer, A Pleaſant 


Story of 505 Confeſfr. 


V. To Peſteli Halt, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Conſtanti- 
nople. 147 

of Mahmut's Inclination to travel ; his parti- 
cular Fancy 'for Indoſtan: With a  Deſerip- 


tion of the 1 ha ſhould take in paſſing 


thither, 
VI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. I53 


Of the Death of the Dutcheſs of Savoy, and 
1 12 Brother 4 the ——— 
Emperor. A general Character of Ger- 
many, France, Spain, England, Holland, 
and other Parts of Europe. 


VII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 157 
He acqua inis how he bad been afſa affmated one 
Night in the Streets, as he was returning — 


The TABLE. 
his Lodgings.. Of bis Removal en ta 
. another Part of the City. 


VIII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Vienna, 

”, 102 

He informs him of the ſame Accident, referring 

- him for farther Inſtruftions to Eliachim, who 
would be ſhortly at Vienna, 


IX. To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Eni, 


164 
H forbids him to ſend any Letters to Paris, till 
e has receiv'd freſh Orders from the Porte. 


. To ar #6 Baſſa, - 166 
He complains for want of timely Intelligence from 
the Miniflers of the Porte, Of the Victories 
and Succeſſes of the Ottomans in Hungary. 
/ Count Trozzis Arrival at Paris, in 
Quality of Ambaſſador 7 rom the Emperer. 


XI. To Wouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Aftracan. © 0 FO 
4A Charatter of Spain, | 


XII. To 4 Paſe. {IT4 
Of the general Conſte- nation in Europe, uftn 
the News of the Grand Siznior's Advances 

into Hungary. © Of Cardinal Chifi's Arri- 


wal at Paris in Bualky of Legate 00 Latere 
from the Pope. 


XIII. To Hane, Reis Efndi, Principal Secre- 


tary of the Ovtoman Empire, 172 
He gives him a Character of Spain, di ifer-ht 
om that he Jent his Cor n Iſouf. 


XVII. To 


The T ABLE. 
XIV. To Muſu Alu“! Yahyan, Profeſſor of Phi- 
loſophy at Fez. re Rae + +. 
Hie diſceurſes of the various Languages of Eu- 
rope. A Stary M a German Ambaſſador at 
the French Court. fe. 


XV. To Oſman Adrometh, Aſtrologer to the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 180 

Of Comet appearing in the Firmament. From 
whence he takes Occaſion to diſcourſe about the 
Nature of Comets. | 


XVI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tiry of the Ottoman Empire. 182 
Hie informs him of the Peace made between the 
Pope and the King of France, after the Affronts 
put upon the French Ambaſſador at Rome. 
Of the Freneh King's Deſign on Africk. 


XVII. To Abdel M 1:c Muli Omar, Preſident 

of the College of Sciences at Fez, 185 

He complains that True Science is not to be 
found, unleſs amang the Bramins of India, 


XVIII. To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 

Sidon. „ 

He aſſerts, That Mem are Partakers of the 

Druine Nature. A Digreſſun concerning the 
ancient Religion of the Gentiles. 


XIX. To the fame. 190 
Scepticul Diſcourſe after the Manner of an 
Epicurean Philiſepher. 


XX, To J/ouf, his Couſin, a Merchant at 
Hſtracan, 192 


Mahmut 
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Mah amplains 'of his Lnagſſueſi in P 
ond expres bo his 1 lation 2 2 
artars 


XXI. To Homet, Reis Effendi, Principal Serre 
tery to the Otteman Empire. 196 


Remarks on the Mareſchal de Turenne, with 
a Character of that Prince. 


XXII. To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Scien- 
ces, and Penſioner to the Grand Sqgnior. 


Of a Paper if Verſes whith the King of F — 
found one Morning on his Table, Of Anne 


Marie de Skurman, the Learned Maid of 


XXIII. To the Captain Baſſa. -201 
Of a natable Viclory obtain d by the Engliſh, 
under the Command of the Duke of Vork, 

in a Sea-Fight with the Dutch, Of the 
King / 'F rance*s Defign to unite both Scat, 

by cutting a Canal through Part of his King- 
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BOOK IV. 
338 — 
LEN TER I. 
O Achmet Beg, wo 205 


_ Of the Doard a Ar IV. King of Spain, 
and the Duke of Vend 


IL To William Vaſpel, a an.. 


209 
Mabmut endeavours ta reclaim him N Bi- 
goiry. 


HI; Te Nathan Ben adi, 7% a. HIKE 

212 

He refiefts on the Miſaa and Talmud e the 

Jews : Rebearſing briefly ſeveral ridiculuus 

Stories out of the latter, Of. a Sort of. J<ws 

in North Aſia, different from the. reſt of 

that Lineage, in their Language, Laws, and 
Religion, 


IV. To the fame. 217 
He gives him-a more particular Account of theſe ; 
Town, their Cuſtoms, and Manner of Life. 


V. To Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich, Ercmite 


of Mount Uri, in Arabia the Happy. 
219 


He 
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He tells him he is in doubt of his future State: 
. However, aſſerts, That tis good to meditateæ 
on the laſt Things. 


VI. To the Kaimacham. — 2 


Of Mirrammud, the Son of the Xeriph of Sal- 
lee's being taken pid. by. the French. 

His Charatter, and Entertainment at the 
© Court. | 


VII. To Hamed Muladdin, Xeriph of Salle. 

225 

Il acquaints him with the ſame Thing, and ad- 

viſes him to ſend ſpeedy Ambaſſoders to the 

Court of France, in order to his Son's Re- 
demption. | 


XIII. To Peſteli Hal, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 227 
He informs him of the Treachery of Solyman 
his Couſin, in mpli ing ſome Armenian 
Merchants at 8 to pry into Mahmud! 


Secrets. 1 
IX. To Dynet Oglou. 229 
More on the ſame Sulje?. 
X. To Hamet, Reis Efendi, Principal e 
tary of che Ottoman Linpire. 233 


: Of the Plague i in London, and in ether Parts 
of E ngland. Of the Death of the Queen- 
Mother of France, and of the Prince of 
Conti. 


XI. To 


The TABLE. | 
XI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few at Nienna. 
35 
N reproaches. bim 405th Bigotry, in believing 
Sabbati Sevi, the 1 Meſſias of Smyr- 


na, Cc. ts be true Redeemer of el. 
Abort Hiflory of Sabbagi Sevi's Life. 


XII. To the Kaimacham: + 212309 
An Account of the Jews  Extravapancies on 
the Appearing e, Sabbati Sevi, at their 
Meſſias. Strange Reports of the Ten Tribes 
that were carried away Captive by Salmanaſ— 

far King of Aſlytia. | 


XIII. To Murat, Baſa 242 

Of a War between t French and the Engliſh. 

Of Marriage between the Emperor of C Ger- 
many, and the Infanta of Spain, 


XIV. Te Pee Hul, bis Brother, Mafter of 
the Cuſtoms, and Superintendant“ of the 
Arſenal at Conſtantinople.) ©; 245 

ie congratulates hit new Advance: Rlates the 


Blnwing- -up 4 a a City in Raffi, and 


deſcants on t Day Naos. 
XV. To Uſeph, 'Baſſa. # 249 
Of the Contimutng of the Plague in England. 
Of the Fire at London. 
XVI. To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Signior, 252 


He complains that our Kna:uledge of a Future 
State is very uncertain, 
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Sen 
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He rejoices to hear that he is to be remou'd 

on Paris to a Country Life, — * 


XVIII. To Jouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Aftracan, * 20862 


He gives him. a Character of his Couſin Soly- 
man, and bid: him beware of him if he ſtauld 
come 10 Aﬀtracan. 
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BOOK 1. 


LETTER I. 


Mahmut, the Arabian at Paris, to Dgnct 
Oglou, his Friend, at Conſtantinople. 


VI makes me (mile ſometimes, When I reflect 
how often I was put to it for an Addreſs ſuitable 
to the Manners of the Nazarenes, and the par- 

--* ticular Mode of Paris, when I firſt arriv'd at this 

City : For, Thou knoweſt, we had other Employ- 
ments, than to learn Faſhions and Conge's at ” + wa 

The Mind of a Slave is dejeted, under the Circum- 

I of his Captivity ; that he has not Leiſure to 


regard 


* 


2 Law: ne Bd by Vol. VI. 


regard any Thing, but how to accompliſh his daily 

Talk, and to pleaſe his Patron. All his Study and 
Care is bent pop this, and theres no Room!" 

generoùs Thoughts; neither; has he Means or 
Courage to venture on Projects. or improve the 

3 Occurences. in order to his future Happineſs. 
ay, he hardly dares tbink of ever being happy 
again. This was my Caſe, and I believe, twas not 
much better with thee. 6 13 

Yet, notwithſtanding all the rigorous Uſage I had, 
the Baſtinadoes, Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, I 
receiv'd from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Maſter, which made me ſometimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Service by Day, or of iaking any Reſt 
myſelf by + I-was reſolved to find ſome ſpare 
Time for Books. I roſe carly, and went ſate to fteep ; 

n glecting no Moment, wherein. I could apply my- 
ſelt to Study. The 1 I had with that 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of ſingular Ad- 

vantage to me in this Kind: For, thou may'ſt re- 
member he was well ſtock d with many ancient and 
learned Treatiſes. He furniſh'd' me with Plutarch, 
Polibius, Strabo, Pliny, and other Hi/ories. All which, 
and many more, I devoured with Greedineſs; for 
I had a ftrong Appetite to Knowledge. And after 
my Redemption, I paſs'd away ſome Time in the 
Academies, where I learn'd the knotty Tricks of 
Logickh, how to ſplit Moods and Figures, and chain 
one impertinent Syllogiſm to the Tail of another to 
E-ernity. I alſo run through a Courſe of Phileſo- 
phy, and other Sciences Neither was I altogether 
ignorant of Ven: For the Reading of Hiſtorios 
fts a Man the better to make practical Experi- 
ments in the Affairs of the World To which alſo 
Ptily/ſophy is not a little helpful, in directing our 
Obſervations on the various Tempers of. People, 
A ens perſonal Diſpoſitions and Singularities, with 
the Humours and Cuſtoms peculiar to this = 


Vol. VI. 87 4b Pants. 3 


that Nation. For theſe Things depend many Times 
on the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soil, the Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of 
thine Sher; dh ht 
But neither . Hifory, Lagick, or Philoſophy, were 
able to efface the Impreſſions of my early Years, or 
unteach me the Manners in which I had been educa- 
ted from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Con- 
ſtantinople along with me even to Paris. And be- 
cauſe I had not been uſed to diſſemble the Profeſſion 
and Carriage of a Mu//ul/mar, during my Thraldom 
in Sicily, I was at a Loſs in my Deportment, when. 
I came firſt hither. Ws 5 
How often have I been like to diſcover myſelf by 

pronouncing the ſacred B:/zz lab, either when I fat 
down to Eat, or put a Glais of Water to my Lips; 
or when I began any other. Action of Importance ! 
So likewiſe, in uttering the Handillub, after a Repait, 
or when any Thing happened which prompted me to 
praiſe God. 

When Imet any of my Acquaintance in the Streets, 
I was apt to forget Thad a Hat on. And, inſtead of 

utting off that, according to the Faſhion of the 
to I laid my Hand on my Breaſt, and ſome- 
times bow'd ſo low, that my Hat fell of from my 
Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error. 

If I had Occ ifion to addreſs myſelf to a Perſon 
of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
his Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kiſs it in Token 
of Reverence, as the Cuſtom is in the Fa, when 
we ſalute the Grandees. Nay, ſometimes I could 
not forbear falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the 
Ground before Cardinal Richlieu, and thoſe of his 
high- Dignity. All which, nevertheleſs, paſſed on- 
I; for / 1 Var and Want of Courtly Educa- 
tion, which teaches the nice Punctilis's of Addreſs. 
They took me for a Kind of Mo/davian Ruſtick, 


4 Lertrexs Writ by Vol VI. 
without any farther Jealouſy. Or, perhaps, they 
ſmil'd at all this, as 5 ſingular — 8 Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philoſopher Paficles, who 
coming to ſalute a great Captain, and the Ceremo- 
ny of thoſe Times requiring him to touch the Cap- 
tain's Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At 
which the Captain being affronted, and thruſting 
his Hand away with ſcornful Words, What / ſays 
the Philoſopher, Does not that Part belong to you, as 
avell as your Knees ? Tt often diverts my Melancholy, 
to conſider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
committed, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical 
Humour, but only in pure Overſight, and Forget- 
fulneſs. 

It was a long Time e er I could frame my Fingers 
to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the uni- 
verſal Cuſtom in thefe Veſern Parts; whereas thou 
knoweſt, we make Uſe of no other Z/ffruments in 
Eating, but our Fingers and Teeth. Whence it was, 
that 1 could not ſometimes forbear thruſting my 
Hand into a whole Diſh of Meat; which is counted 
a great Indecency in France. And after T was recon- 
ciled to thoſe nicer Inſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, 
ſo as to carve my Meat 2-/a-Mzd: ; yet, when J once 
had it on my own Plate, I laid afide thoſe Tools as 
uſeleſs, and tore it afunder with my Fingers and Teeth, 
feeding 4 la Turce/que, as the French call it; that is, 
like a Muſulman. | 

Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but all theſe 
Mifcarriages paſs'd for Mo/davian Barbariſns, the 
falvage Cuſtoms of that my ſuppoſed Country. I 
tell thee, That tho' the Manner of Eating among 
the French, ſerms to have ſomething more of Neat- 
neſs and Delicacy in it; yet it a s full of Soft- 
neſs and Luxury, and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it to 
the more natural and ſimple Method of Diet, us d in 
the Fat. Neither would the Franks themſelves 
condemn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com- 

| monly 
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monly do, did they but conſider, That this Negli- 
ence very well becomes Men of the Sword ; and. 
t in their Campaigns, their own Generals are am- 
bitious to appear Careleſs in every Thing relating to 
their Body. | 

Doubtiek, the Ancient Romans, who brought the 
greateſt Part of the World under their Power, ſhun'd 

Fineneſſes in Diet and Apparel, till ſuch Time as 
their Manners were debaach'd, and their Empire in 
iis Decline. Our Annals record, That when Sultan 
Selim lay down with his Army before a certain Place, 
and the Governor of the Town ſent Commiſſioners 
to treat with him about a Surrender ; they found him 
at Dinner, which conſiſted only of Two or Three 
Onions, a little Salt and Bread. 

Hiſtories alſo relate of tne faithful Omar, Succeſſor 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not far from Feruſalem, the Nazarene Prince who go · 
vern d that City, ſent a Sy into the Hoſt of the My: 
ſulmant, to obſerve their Diſcipline, and bring him a 
lively Character of their General. The Spy went 
according to his Maſter's Orders; and having tarried 
ſome Time in the Arabian Camp, returned again, 
and thus ſpoke to the Governor. | 

„It will be needleſs to recount every Thing I 
«* obſerved among theſe Soldiers; ſince by what I 
« ſhall ſay of their Leader, Thou may'ſt compre- 
« hend the Manners of them all: For they dhe) 
him, and follow his Example in every Thing, 
with exquiſite Silence and Modeſty. I ; 2 Omar 
“ their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
« on a Camel, his Face Tawny, and Scorch'd by the 
« Sun, ima Veſt of Perſian Cotton, girded about 
*« with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar 
and Dagger, with a Kuapſack tied behind him like 
«« the meaneſt Soldier. I ſaw him take out from 
* thence hard Cruſts of Bread, ſhaking off the 
« Huſks of Millet which * to them ; nd PO 

3 «or 
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* In the Name of God, eat heartily of the ſame. 
„ 'Then he drank Water out of a Leathern Bottle 
* hanging by his Side ; and when he had done, he 
„ ſaid, Praiſe be to God. All his Army made their 
„ Repalt at the ſame I ime, and in the fame Man- 
« ner, with admirable Temperance, and fuch an 
« Order and Modeſty, as I never ſaw before, neither 
« can I expreſs. | | | | 
When the Prince heard this, he ſtood ſtill a con- 
fiderable Time, muſing as one aſtoniſhed. Then 
turning to the Sexicrs and Chicf of the People who 
were preſent, he ſaid, It is neceſſary that we ſur. 
« rencer our City to theſe People; for they have the 
% Smiles of Heaven. Their Prophet and their Law 
« oblige em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience, 
« and a modeſt Deportment. 'T hele Virtues are 
certain Steps to Victory and Empire. Beſides, I 
« have receiv d a Tradition from my Anceſtors, That 
« a People ſhall come out of Arabia, with a New 
% Law and Relipien, which ſhall aboliſh all that went 
« before it. They ſhall ſubdue Paleſtine and Egypt, 
« and ſhall build M:/qzes, wherein their Prayers (hall 
«+ found like the Humming of Bees. Their Empire 
« ſhall extend from Ea, to V, and to the Extre- 
« mitics of the Earth. This is what I have learned 
from my Forefathers, and which I believe is now 
** ceming to pals. Therefore it will be in vain to 
«« rehſt theſe Men; for they are Invincible by a De- 
„ cree from Above. | | 
Thoſe that were about him, did not approve the 
Counſel of this wiſe Nazarene. However, he ſent 
to Omar, and obtain'd Favour for himſelf and his 
Family. | 
Thou wilt ſay, I'm got wide of the Mark of my 
firſt Diſcourſe, which related to myſelf, and not to 
any of the primitive Ca/iphs : But, tis impoſſible to 
reſtrain our Thoughts from roving. Some ſay, They 
hang together like the Links of a Chain; and that 


a 
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one Idea being faſtened to another in our Memory, 
we muſter them in Rank and File, according to 
their proper Order, when we think, or make Re- 
flections: G O D knows how tis. This 1 am ſure 
of, That when I write to my Friends. I ſtudy not 
to make un elaborate Speech da wal if J were pen- 
ning an Oration ; but purſuing my firſt Intention at 
Random, | run on, letting one Thought and Word 


But I was telling thee how great a Bungler I was 
at firſt, in all the Ceremonies and ; Manners of the 
Fand, which differ from thoſe of the E. I was 
as much to ſeek in my Addreſs, as an % would be 
to play on a Late according to the Roman Proverb ; 
Vet Tune and Practice render d all theſe Things fa- 
miliar and eaſy. Now, methinks, 1 am a thorough- 
paCc'd, Nazarene as to my Exteriour. I go to the 
Court and the Temples, with as much ſeeming For- 
mality as. the Chriftians, whilſt, G O D knows, my 
Heart is: ſome where elſe: All my Actions are out of 
their natural Byaſs. ſo long as I am abſent from the 
Sotiety of True [Believers | -\ +4408 . 
Ian à Word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is environ'd with the Hunt/men 
and Dogs, | counterfeits a Barking like the latter, and 
ſo paſſes undiſcover d for one of their Company. 
unh bd! 
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To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Vecre: 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


11.03 


K 47 


| 4M at thi Time poſſefibd-with more Appreben- 


ſions and Jealoufies, than an old ifide/ Uſurer. 

My Lodging aſſects me wich greater Melancholy 
than would a Priſon. And my Uneaſineſs is the 
ſame when 1 go out of Doors. Every Body that 
meets me, looks eitner as my Accuſer or my Judge: 
And ſome appear as terrible as Executieners. 

Day, my Imagination torments me like a Fury, and 
by Night, I am affrighted with melancholy Viſions. 
I dream cf nothing bat Racks, Wheels, Saws, Gib- 
bets, and ſuch like Inſtruments of human Cruelty. 
Or, That I am in ſome dark Dungeon, condemn d 
to more unſufferable Tortures, by Order of the 
State; with Caratnal Mararini fitting hy me, like a 
Spaniſh Inquiſiter, and in the moſt Tyrannical Man- 
ner, threatning me with Pains, to which the Damm d 
themſelves are wholly Strangers, if I will not confeſs 


what I am, and reveal the Secrets with which 
entruſted. 


Fam 


The Occaſion of theſe Terrors which barraſs me 


Night and Day, is this: I have for Four or 
Days together, found my felf dogg'd up 
down Paris, by a Man whoſe Face 1 never 


before in my Life Let me go where I will, 


Five 
and 
ſaw 
he's 


always at ſome Diſtance from me : If I ſtand ſtill, fo 
does He : Or, if 1 turn back, He's quickly at my 


Heels. I have endeavour'd by all the prudent 


Me- 


thods I could take, to drop him in the Crowd of 


Peop'e, or in the Churches: But all in vam 


for 


{ill 1 encounter with the ſame Face. He purſues 


me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 


or 
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or Water, Houſe or Alley, can reſcue me from this 
Fellow's * who is more quick ſighted than 
Argus, and nimbler than Mercury. e is very 
cunning alſo in this Buſineſs, and as dextrous as a 
Juggler ; conveying himſelf when he pleaſes out of 
my Sight; yet preſently after, he's in View again, 
And it I chance to loſe him in the Dark, I am 
ſure to find him not far from my Lodging next 
Morning. 7 IY 

This it is which gives me ſo much Diſturbance, 
and pierces me with a Thouſand Anxieties ; for I 
know not what to conjecture of this Fellow's De- 
ſign. Sometimes I think he's employ'd by Cardinal 
Maxarini to watch my Motions, obſerve what Houſes. 
and Company I frequent, and trace me in all my 
Appointments. And I am the more confirm'd in 
this Suſpicion, when I reflect on my former Im- 

iſonment in this City, and the Occaſion ' of it. 

fides, when I went Yeſterday to ſee Eliachim the 
Jeau, this Spark follow'd me [near to the Door: 
And tho” I tarried there Two full Hours, yet when 
I came out, I had not walk'd a Hundred Paces, be- 
fore I ſaw him again, footing it after me in a careleſs 
Manner, with his Arms folded. and his Eyes-fix'd 
on the Ground, as if he knew nothing of Mat- 
ter. Theſe are convincing Circumſtances, that he is 
ſet at Work by the Cardinal, or ſome Body elſe, to 
diſcover my Bulineſs. 

But when on the other Side, I conſider, That if 
the Cardinal ſuſpected me, He might go a nearer 
Way to Work, and ſeize me in my Chamber, where 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought vaniſhes, 
and I am at a Loſs what to think. 2 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had 
once with my Sicilian Maſter, who ſtrove to ſet 
the Rabble upon me in the Streets of Paris; but 
my better Stars delivered me out of his and their 

B 5 Hands, 
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Hands, whilſt, for aught I knew, he drew upon him 


ſelf the Miſchief he deſignd for me. However, 
when I reflect on that Paſlage, I am apt te think he 
may be now in Paris, and having by ſome Accident 
ſeen me go in or out at my Lodgings, contrives how 
to revenge himfelf on me, and uſes this Fellow's 
Afiſtance in compaſſing his Ends. Perhaps, think 
J. he will cauſe me to be ſtabb'd or piſtoll'd at 
ſome convenient Seaſon; or he will find out ſome 
other Way, leſs noiſy and more malicious, to diſ- 
patch me. It may ba he ſeeks to entrap me, and 
render me obnoxious to the State. I have a Thou- 
fand Imaginations about it, and know not what to 
conclude. I vatue not myſelf, nor am 1 careful 
to prolong a miſerable Life for my own Sake. All 
that I can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
far ſhort of tempting me to ſkreen myſelf from the 
Stroke of Death, an Action unworthy of a 
Philoſopher, and a Man. Put the Duty and Af- 
fection I owe to the Grand Signior's Service, makes 
ne Willing to live, till ] have acquitted myſelf of 
ny Provirce with perfect Succeſs, that ſo I may 
return to Conftantineple with Honour: And then 1 
care not how ſoon | poſt to that unknown World, 
where all the Generations of Mortals take up their 
eternal Reſt: For, in this there's nothing but Labour 
and Grief. * A 
In the mean Time, I know not what Conduct to 
ule in this Emergengy'; whether I'd beſt to ſpeak 


& 
* 


to this Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion; whe- 


ther it will be ſafe to truſt this Event to the Gene- 
ral Providence, or to ſacrifice him that gi es me 
ſo much Diſquiet, and ſo ſecure my Peace. I 
C2uld eafily have him diſpatch'd without any far- 
ther Noiſe. But then my Conſcience would trou- 
ble me with After-Claps, leaſt I ſhould have mur- 
therd a Man without Reaſon, which is rely 
forbid by the A/coran. Beſides, I ſhould « 4 
| u 
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ſtand in fear of ſome Diſcovery ; I protelt, I am at 
a Loſs for Want of ample Tofiri fins in ſuch Ca- 
ſes as theſe. And I am weary of mentioning what 
J have ſo often intimated already to the Miniſters of 
the Port, without any dire& Anſwer. However, I 
will do what my Reaſon ſuggeſts, and leave the Event 
to Deſtiny. 8 3 * oo 
Ha Miniſter ! The Affairs of this World are 
full of perk Windings and Meanders; and we have 
all need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us thro' 
them. May that Ommipre/ent aſſiſt us, whenever we 
2 catch d in a Knot, or loſt in a Labyrinth of Dif- 
ulties. 7 | 


Paris, 25th of the gth Moon, © 
of the Tear 1669. 


_— 


LETTER II. 
To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez, 


HY venerable Diſpatch I receiv'd-with Kifles, 

and a Tranſport of Joy. I thrice touch'd 

my Eye-lids with the Paper of high Eſteem, and as 
— I 2 it to my Ereaſt. I broke up the Seals 
with Modeſty and Revererce, and my greedy Eyes 
devoured the Lines of profound Wildom ; the Sen- 
tences and Aphoriſms worthy, to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. Then 'twas I bleſt the Hour of my 
Nativity, and the more happy -Moment wherein [ 
firſt had the Honour of thy tamiliarity and Friend- 
ſhip : Oh, Thou Sincere and kximious Patron of 
ſuch as love the Sciences! Renowned for thy 
Learning and Probity of Manners ! Prince of the 
N nnn Aa- 


IE 3, 
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Mags and Doctors Crown of the Sage Aſſembly 
0 3 ' Oracle of the g⁊ /, 
Glory be to GOD, whe has neither Beginning nor 
End ! Who alone poſſeſſes the Infinite Expance and 
Life Eternal; who is ador'd by the Inbabitant. of 
Heaven, of Earth, and of Hell: Benediclions on 
Michael, Gabriel, I/phrael, Itburiel, Jeremiel, Haſ- 
mariel, and on all the Happy Miniſters cf his Di- 
vine Majeſty ; as alſo on the Angel of Death. Peace 
to the True Believers on Earth, and Salvation the 


| the Devils and Damn d, after they have accompliſh'd 


their Penance in Hell, and the Term of W ſhall 
be expir'd. | 
An univerſal Charity dilates my Heart; I embrace 
with Love all the Creatures of GOD. This is owing 
to the ſeaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: For at the 
Moment when that came, I was plung'd in ſo deep a 
Melancholy, that I could hardly afford a kind Thought 
for any Thing on Earth, and I perfeQly hated my- 
ſelf. J have theſe Fits of Sadueſs often, it being an 
Effect of my Conſtitution. | 


- 


At thoſe Scaſons, Life appears an in able 
Borthen, and all the Bulle and Noiſe 1 
vain Fatigue. My. Senſes, which at other TI 
adminiſter Delight and Pleaſure, are now the In- 
ſtruments of Anguiſh and Fain. Every Thing I 
ſee and hear, duguſts me, I abhor my Neceſſary 
Food. Neither can the {ſweeteſt Odours, or ſofteſt 
Strains of Muſick bring me into a better Temper : 
Till Sleep eelipſes the Light of my buſy Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glaring Thought. Then 
my Soul takes her Repoſe : And ſtealing from my 
Body, enters into the ſhady Vale of Viſions, and 
ſports with innocent Ideas. Thus having divert- 
ed myſelf with jumbling Menſtrous Eſſences toge- 
ther, and hurling one Chimera at another, I re- 
turn again to my Body, and Sighing awake, griev d 
that I could not longer ſtay in that Mock RW 
here 
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where I could have wiſh'd my Refidence for Ever, 
rather than in This, which gives me ſo much real 
Pain. Thus is my Anguiſh renew'd with the Morn- 
ing. Light is more irkſome to me than Darkneſs, 
and the Day which brings Joy to other Mortals, is 
me terrible to me than Night, and the Shadow of 
th. | 
I complain to the Elements, but they will not 
hear or d me. All Nature ſeems to laugh at 
my Affliction, and the Beaſts of the Field triumph 
over me. As for Men, here are none but dell, 
my profeſſed Enemies, to whom I can vent my Sor- 
rows: And I'm aſham'd to make a Woman my Con- 
feffor, tho" it were my own Mother, who lives in 
aris, _ dail ”y ary" ; , | _ 
If, in this dolorous- Condition, I pre 
with the accuſtom'd Purifications of 2 and 
addreſs to the Omnipotent, I know not where to 
find him. His Effence is Unſearchable, and flies 
from Human Thought. I call him aloud by his 
Ninety-Nine Adorable Names, but receive no An- 
ſwer. I repeat his Incomprehenfible Attributes, but 
all to no Purpoſe. In a Word, I ſay and do all 
that the Law enjoins, the Prophet counſels, Ho- 
ly Perſons recommend, or my own Reaſon ſug- 
> as proper Means to obtain the Favour of 
eaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity : But find 
no Comfort. And, for aught I know, that Spa- 
riard might as ſoon be heard, who being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, rehearſed the Four and 
Twenty Letters of the Alphabet, deſiring GOD to 
form ſuch Words out of em, as beſt expreſſed the 
Petitioner's Neceſſities. m 
I tell Thee, IIluſtrious Prelate, After I'm tir'd- 
with vocal Devotions, I have Recourſe to Con- 
templation. I examine my paſt Life, and find, That 
I myſelf am the Source of my own Melancholy, 
in not ſtrictly obeying the Law of the Prophet, 
4 the 


, 
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the Precepts of the Seniors, and the Dictates of my 
Conſcience: And all this, for the Sake of Loyalty to 
the Grand Signior, and in Confidence to the Muf?i's 
Diſpenſation Now I aſk thee, Whether it be lawful 
to commit a Thouſand Vices, that I may only acquit 
myſelf fairly in one Virtue? Or, to think, that in 
ſuch Caſe, the Mufti has Power to diſannul the ex- 
pork fitive Injunctions of our Holy Lawgiver ? 

s the Empire of the Faithful to be ſerv'd by the In- 
fidelity and Prophaneneſs of e ? Or, the 
Truth to be ſupported by Lies and Perjuries ? 

I tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall be in, 
when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, That I have 
preferr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of Hea- 
_ I know not what to do. that 38 
| ching Deſarts of Lybia ! Or any the moſt un- 

| 9 Foldudes # Zoyps 1A Com ion of 
Dragons, and other horrid Monſters of Africt / 
er than in this Station, which renders my Life 
a Hell upon Earth, and torments me with half the 
14 Diſquiets of the Damm d. | 
ny But if this appears too extravagant and deſperate 
1 a Thought, let me at leaſt wiſh myſelf at Fez, th 
1 - meaneſt-of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable M 
1 Abul Yahyan 
| 
. a Character. 
1 hoping for the Honour of his Friendſhip and Cor- 


„of whom thy laſt Letter gave ſo high 
J have addreſſed a Diſpatch to him, 


* 


Sadneſs. diſcourage thee from Writing: But reſt 

ſur d, That whenever thou ſhalt vouchſaſe me a Let- 
ter, though I Were in the Agonics of Deatn, twould 
Paris, 25th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1659, 


} | | re | 
1 f t not the Liberty I've taken to tell thee of my 
l, 
i 
1 


* LETTER 
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LETTER ISV. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HESE Nazarene: are very fertile in new Re- 
| ligions. Europe is a Wilderneſs over-run with 
monſtrous Sas and Herefies. Every Age produces 
freſh Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. 
Error is prolifick, and multiplies infinitely, whilſt 
Truth remains the ſame for ever, and is comprehend- 
ed in a few Rules. * | 

Of late Years there are a Sort of People ſprung up 
in England, Holland, Germany, and other Parts of 
the North, boaſting of a new Commiſſion given them 
from Heaven, to preach the everlaſting Truth, re- 
form the Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead 
People the only infallible Way to Happineſs Their 
Addreſs is Plain and Simple, Bold and Uniform, 
uſing no other Ceremonies or Compliments in their 
Diſcourſe or Carriage to Perſons of the greateſt Qua- 
lity, than to the Vulgar, and thoſe of the moſt infe · 
-rior Rank ' 
They ſtile themſelves, The true Seed, the Off-/pring 
of Jacob, Jews of the Promiſe, Iſraelites without 
Fraud, with ſuch like vain Titles; but by others they 
are generally call'd Duakers. 1 
hey ſay, the Ring- leader of this People, 2 
feſſes himſelf to be the Mat, being in all Parts 
of his Body, and Features of his Face, like 7e/us the 
Son of Mary : Or, at leaſt, 'tis obſerved, 'That he 
exactly reſembles the Pourtraiture of him which 
Publius Lentulus (ent to the Senate of Rome out of 
2 when he was Governor of that Province; 
ence his Followers ſcruple not to call him 7e/as, 
7 he Beauty of Ten Thouſand, 7e only begotten Sen 


of Cod, The Prophet auho is to ſeal up all * 
| | e 
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The Prince of Peace, King of Iſrael, Judge, Conſola- 
tion and A of the Werls. | * 4 
When he travels, his Diſciples attend him bare- 
headed, (which thou know'ſt is a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover to 
any ether Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt 
they walk on Foot before, behind, and on each fide 
of him, ſpreading their Garments in the Way thro' 
which he paſſes. The Hoofs of his Beaſt tread only 
on Silks, or other coſtly Stuffs. And as they enter 
any Tewn or City, they chaunt aloud his Praiſes, 
JE him The Sen of David, and Heir of the 
wine Promiſes. | | 
All his Follower: pretend to be Prophets, boaſt- 
ing of ftrange Illuminations and Raptures, foretel- 
ling Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of- 
Governors, and the Greateſt Princes, with a Bold- 
neſs which has but few Precedents. In a Word, 
they every where preach, That GOD is laying the 
Foundation of a New Monarchy, which ſh deſtroy 
be 2 reſt in the World, and ſhall never have an End 
This gives a Jealouſy to the Sates where live, 
and . they are perſecuted in all Fees? Yet 
they appear very conſtant in their Sufferings, and 
tenacious of the Do#rines they preach. 
They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble one of 
our Miſſulman Sets, who alert, That Feſus the 
Son of Mary ſhall return again upon Earth; That 
He ſhall Marry, and Beget Children, be Anointed 
Ning of the Nations who believe in one God, and in 
this Glorious State ſhall reign Forty Years ; after 
which, He ſhall ſubdue Antichriſt, and then, ſhall 
follow the Diſſolution of all Things. Yet the Oribo- 
dor Believers reject this Tenet as Fabulous. Neither 
is there any Countenance given to it in that Verſicle 
of the Alceran, where tis 'taid, Thou Mahomet halt 
'fee thy Lord return in the Clouds : Since that only in- 
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timates the Glorious Deſcent which Mofer, Feſws, 
and Mabemet ſhall make from Paradiſe, with Enoch, 
Elias, and the One Hundred Twenty Four Thouſand 
Prophits, to aſſemble the Elect at the Day of Fudg- 
ment. % 340 | bs ©34 84473 
If thou would'ft have my Opinion of theſe New 
Religionifis in Europe, and their Leader; I take him 
to be an Impoſtor, and his Followrrs to be either Fools 
or Madmen. Even juſt ſuch another Crew as thoſe 
who follow'd M:/cileima, in the Days of our Holy 
Law-giver. This was an Arabian Impoflor, who 
pretended to ſet up for a Prophct, and attempted to 
compoſe a —_—_ oran. But he was infa - 
tuated with à van * and there was no 
Truth of Elegance in his Writings, no Juſtice on 
his Side, nor Underſtanding in him or his Party. 
To be ſhort, both he and they were all cut to Pieces 
in the Yale of Alreb, by the Troops of Abu-Batrif- 
As to theſe modern Seducers, they are not Men 
of Aru, but a Herd of filly,” infignificant People, 
aiming rather to heap up Riches in Obſcurity, than 
to acquire Fame by an ick Undertaking. They 
are generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are ob- 
ſerv d to be very Punctual in their Dealings, Men 
of few Words in a Bargain, Modeſt and Compos d 
in their Deportment, 'Temperate in their Lives, and 
uſing great Frugality in al Things. In a Word, 
They are ſingularly Induſtrious, ſparing no Labour 
or Pains to increaſe their Wealth; and 40 Subtle and 
Inventive, that they would, if 'poſlible, extract 
Gold out of Aſhes. I know none that excel them 
in theſe Characters, but the Jeb and the Banians : 
The Former being the Craftieſt of all Men, and the 
Latter ſo ſuperlatively Cunning, that they will over- 


reach the Det il. | 
of a Pure Religion; for 


But theſe are no 
that only preſeribes the Methods of — 
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and ſeparating the Soul from the Contagion of Earth- 
Iy Things, and of uvitiog it to the Deity, which is 
rr bb O ln A 
Illuſtrions Kaimachom, I hid thee Adieu, pray ing. 
That Thou and I may at laſt meet in that Centre of 
all Things, after our various, Epicycles and Hxcur- 
ſious in this lower, World. 
b r 0 61 
Faris, 5th of the. th Ns, 
Yi! i of the Near 1659. (0887 74 133 \4\ . Gan Oi 
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Sent a Diſpateh ſome” Moons paſt to the Cadile/- 

quier of Romeli, Guardian of the Inperial Canons, 
Lues prerer of 'the Laws of Equity: wherein I in- 
form id him of the Advances that were made in order 
to a Pebce between France and Spain. Now I can 
aſſure thee, That Peace is concluded, and the Articles 
ſign' d on both Sides by the TWO Plenipotentiaries 
I need not repeat what I particularly related te 
that Grande. My Letters are all publiſh'd/ in the 
Divan, and regiſter d. Vet it will not be unwelcome 
perhaps to thee, to hear with what Niceneſs of Pun- 
Elio, theſe u Miniſters meet to aceompliſh an 
Affair, whereon depends the Intereft and Honeur of 
their” reſpective Maſters. the Happineſs of the TWO 
Kingdoms. aud the Generai-Byaſs of all the 4. 
| There is a little and form'd by the Paver: Bi- 
daſſoa, call d the e of Pheaſants, through the Mid- 
dle of which a Line is drawn, which exattly ſepa- 
rates the Territories of both Monarchs. Tunis Place 
was agreed on for the Zntervicwv of the Two Mini- 
ers” Each had his Bridge to enter the 22 
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that Part which belong'd to his Maſter. And over 
the Line of Separation was erected a large Divan or 
Countil-Room, to be enter d only by ee private 
Doors, one out of Cardinal Maz-r/ni's Lodgings, 
raiſed on the French Side of the Council Room, me 
other out of Don Louis a As Apartment, built on 
the Spaniſh Side. | EE (6 VA 
Each of theſe Miniſters was accompanied by ſeve- 
ral Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above Six - 
ty other Perſons of Quality, with a Guard of *Four 
Hundred Horſe and Foot, to ſecure their Bridges, 
and the Place of Conference. In a Word, Things 
were manag'd with ſo much Moderation, and good 
Succeſs, that the Mureſchal de Gramont was ſent Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary into Spain, and receiv'd at that 
Court with infinite Civilities and Honour. 

The Subject of his Negotiation was to treat of 
a Match between the King his Maſter, and the Infantd 
of Spain. His Conduct and Addreſs were ſuch, {as 
ſoon procur'd the Catholick King's Conſent : And 
from that Time the Mareſcbal approach d the Infanta 
with more than ordinary Submiſhons, eſteeming 
her now as the Queen of France. Soon after this, 
the Nuptial Contract and the Peace were mutually 
ſign'd, to the immenſe Joy of the Subject of both 
Sides, who were very glad to exchange the Toils 
and Calamities of War, for the Sweets and Profits of 
Peace. | . | | = 

It will be - endleſs to inſert here all the Articles on 

which they agreed. "T'W&Wilt be worth the Know- 
ledge of the Supreme Divan And thoſe are, the 
Releaſe of Charles, Duke of ' Lorrain, on the open 
King's Side: And, on the Part of the King of France, 
the Reſtoration of the Prince of Conde to the free 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all his Eſtates, Honours, 
Dignities, and Privileges, as the firſt Prince of -the 
Royal Blood, with the Government of the Provinces 
of Bourgoigne and Breſſe. a 
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A little before theſe Articles were ſign'd, the Young 
Prince of Spain dy d ſuddenly, not having ſeen twelve 
Moons. I mention'd the Hirth of this Royal Infant 
in one of my Letters, and the extraordinary Solem- 
nities that were made thereupon by the King of Spain, 
and his Ambaſſadors at Foreign Courts. Theſe, In- 


| fiadels appear in all Things too paſſionately affected 


with the Glories of our Mortal State, which at the 
Heighth are but tranſient Shadows, or ſomething leſs 
conſiderable. | | 

Im amaz'd at the bold Rebellion of the Ba. of 
Aleppo, and that be ſhould. endeavour to cheat the Em- 
pire with ſo ſtale an Impolture, as a ſham Son of 
Amurath. Yet i: ſeems he made a conſiderable Pro- 
greſs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frighten'd out of their Allegiance: 
Whilſt only a few ſerved his Intereſt in pure Diſcon- 
tent, and Hopes to amend their Fortune, The Coun- 
try People are generally oppreſs'd by their Governors, 
and tis no Wonder if they take up Arms for one 
that promiſes to deliver them from their Calamities. 
This is the uſual Pretext of all Innovations in the 

State, The Soldiers are alſo. defrauded of their due 
Pay; and then they are ready to fight under the next 
General that brings moſt Money with him. Neither 
are there wanting Mal-contents among the Grandees 
at ſuch Times, to foment and abet an Iuſurrection. 

All theſe Events proceed from the ill Conduct of 
the Supreme Minitters, who alone are reſponſible for 
the Miſcarriages of the 8tate. 

Illuſtrious Kaimachem, the Frame of the Ottoman 
Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not 
pull it in Pieces, as a neceſſary Step to its Amend- 
ment. Ad ie. 


Paris, 2d of the laſt Moon, 
2 o the Thar 16570 
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LETTER IV. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Ce- 
crerary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Wiſh thee all imaginable * of thy new Di "or 
yer queſtion, Whether thou or thy Predeceſſor be 
appier Man. Tis a vaſt Honour indeed, and 
N with immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Station 
the moſt High; moſt Potent, and meſt Invincible 
Monarch on Earth. But at che ſame Time, there's 
infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with Abundance of 
Perils, From all whihh the fortunate Muz/u is now 
deliver'd, and they are become thy Portion. | 

As for him, I cannot but efteem him happy, in 
that he has got Permiſſion to retire to his Coty: 
Seat, out of the Croud and Noiſe of the City, and 
from the ſtifling Buſineſſes of State, which cho 
the more innocent and natural Delights of the Sor 
Now he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to 
himſelf; whereas before, the perpetual Hurry of 
the Court, made him in Part a Stranger to both: 
For there a Man inſenſibly loſes Acquaintance with 
his own moſt intimate Affections. His Spirit is 
alienated amidft the Multiplicity of his Concerns ; 
dis ſtretch'd on the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares 
and Inquietudes ; tis divided, flratter'd, and rent in 
Pieces, 

Befides, Were he as free from theſe diſtractin 
Thoughts as a Santore ; yet the very Neceſſity 
living always in a City, was enough to render him 
miſerable. For I eſteem ſuch a Confinement no bet- 
ter than a Priſon at large; and not far from being 
buried alive. 

"Tis true, Conflantinople has the Advantage of all 
the Cities in the World, for the Delightfulneſs of 

its 
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its Situation; the Houſes being ſo pleaſantly inter- 
mix d with fair Gardens, and the Streets efreſh'd 
with cold Breezes from the Sea. It looks at a Di- 
ſtance like a Ton in a Wood: one may term 
it a Foreſt com poſed of Minarets and Cy preſſes. 
The eraſſes afford agreeable Proſpects of the 
neighbouring Fields and Mountains; and ' tis plea- 
ſant to . the Water ſide, and view the innu- 
merable Variety of Boats and Veſſels failing. from 
one Port to another, with all the other Divertiſe- 
ments on the Sea, and the beautiful Mixture of Pa- 
laces and Groves, Chioſes and Gardens, Seraglio's, 
and Villages, which grace the oppoſite Shores. O 
Queen of Cities, Miftre/s of Kingdoms, Glory of Na- 
tions, Commandre/s and Sanfuary of the whole Earth | 
Thrice happy ſhould I count myſelf, if I might have 
the Favour to reſide within thy venerable Walls, and 
exchange the polluted Society of nfiacls, for that of 
True Belicwvers. A * 
- How: often do I languiſh to fee the glittering 
Creſcents, the triumphant Enſigns of the Ottomans 
en the Tops of the Minaret; in the Imperial City! 
How oft do I wiſh myſelf proſtrate on the Carpets 
of the ſacred Moſques, in the. devout Aſſemblies of 
the Faithful, adoring the Eternal in the Perfection 
of Sancti Whereas, now I'm forc'd to go into the 
Temple of Idolaters, to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues, to join ſeemingly with Unhehicw- 
ers, and pray to that which has no Life, nor Senſe, 
nor Power. | 
How do I envy the bleſſed State of the meaneſt 
Artizan in Conflantinople, who daily feeds on the 
wholeſome Pi//aw of the Ea, and drinks the dele- 
Qable Sherbets, or Waters, tinfur'd with the rich 
Fruits of Greece“ Whereas, I am compell'd to Eat 
Meats forbidden by our Holy Prophet, and to render 
my Soul execrable, by an impure and profane 
Diet, or. I muſt Starve, For theſe Uncircumciſed 
| hy are 
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are more abominable than Raven and Vultures, to 
whom the moſt filthy Carrion is a Dainty. And to 
cloak their Uncleannefs, they corrupt their own 
Goff and forge 4 L'oleration from tlie Meat hims 
ſelf. ' As if that Holy Prophei, Who, in ebery che læaſt 
Tittle obeyed the Law of Mes, and fer himſelf as 
an Example for his Followers to imitate; could be 
guiity of contradicting thoſe Divine Precepts, and. 
running counter to his own Practice, in recom- 
mending Uncleann'ſ; and Libertiviſm. No: The ad- 
mirable Son of My; Was the moſt Temperate and 
Abſtemious Man in the World, and both in his 
Words and Actions preach'd up thoſe” Virtues ro 
others; having of.en | exprefly declar d to his Di/e#- 
plus, That he came not to aboliſß the Laab, but to re- 
Ane and perfect it - ene e te bar 
He was Grcumciſed on the Eighth Day after his 
Nativity, according to the Injunction of Moſer," and 
the conſtant Practice of the Sons of V In 2 
Word, Through the whole Courſe of his Eife, he ne- 
ver deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers; the 
Seniors of- the ow of Jacob. yt ra gan £2 
'Tis true, he frequently a againſt the many 
trivial Super deus of the Phariſees, who evacua- 
ted the more effential Points of the Law, by ſu- 
rinducing a Numbet- of 'infignificant Ceremonies : 
Bur hennever open'd his Mouth againſt any poſitive 
Precept; ſuch as were thoſe which limited the 
Choice they were to make of Meats, dittinguiſhing 
the Impure from the Clean. Vet the Chriſliam de- 
lude themſelves with a falſe Belief, that he gave them 
a Diſpenſation to eat any Thing, without Caution or 
Reſerve. aan mange, 
Hence it is, that they defile themſelves with 
Swine's Fleſh and creeping Things, and Blood is in 
all their Diſhes. They icruple not to eat of that 
which died of itſelf, and banquet as frecly with what 
was knock d down or ſtrangled, as we would do 
; with 
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with the Fleſh. of a Beaſt that was kill d in pronoun- 
cing the Name of GOD, The Shambles here afford 
no other Proviſion but ſuch as this; and he that 
will not Eat that which is an Abomination to a 
Muſſulman, muſt be contented with Herbs. This I 
reckon. as. one of the Greateſt of my Mis fortunes, 
and it makes me burn with Defire to return to Con- 
flantinople.. * Pe SE * 
Vet, after all, I ſhould think myſelf far more 
bappy, if I might have the Liberty to ſpend. the reſt 
of my Days in my Native Country: So great an 
Admiter I am of a Rural Life, and Solit = And 
tis for this Reaſon, I count thy Predeceſſor a happy 
Man, in having the Privilege of a ſweet Retirement; 
where he may take Breath from the vain Importunity 
and Buſtle of Mortals. __ w_— 
In the mean Time, there is a Species of Felicity in 
thy Employment: And thou can it not be called mi- 
ſerable, ſo long as thou acquitteſt thyſelf fairly, and 
enjoyeſt the Favour of thy Sovereign. 
I perceive by thy Letter, That Thou art curious 
to know the Characters ef Foreign States, with the 
| | various Intereſts of Nazarene Princes ; the Intrigues 
1 of theſe M effern Courts; their Overtures of Peace 
| and War; and the different Laws, Maxims, and 
Cuſtoms by which the People are govern d. Thy 
Converſation with Ambaſſadors at the Porte, will 
furniſh thee with Abundance of uſeful Remarks in 
this Kind : But fince Thou requireſt me to ſend my 
Obſervations, I will hereafter obey thy Commands in 
ſucceſſive Letters; for this is too large a Theme for 
one Diſpatch. _ | 
At preſent, Thou may'ſt receive and regiſter for 
true- News, That 'the Peace between France and 
- Spain has been ſign'd by both Kings, and ſolemnly 
publiſh'd. throughout their Territories, with inex- 
preſſible Joy and Magnificence. It is certain alſo, 
That the King of Sueden is dead, and the Duke of 
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Orleans, Uncle to the French King: Which has in 
ſome Meaſure qualified the Mirth of the French on 
this Occaſion. Aſſuredly, Human Affairs are equal- 
ly checquer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſs comes not 
to us in pure unmix'd Streams. Death keeps an even 
Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates of Kings, as 
at the Cattages of the meaneft S/awes. 

It is the Part of a Wiſe Man, to be always reſign'd 
to Heaven, and prepar'd for the worſt Events: As 


ſor the Beſt, they never come amiſs. 


Paris, 17th of the 3d Moon 
of the Year 1660, 


_ | 


——_______ 
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LETTER VI. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 


&N ALL I converſe with thee, as Horace uſed to 


do with his Friends,over a Glaſs of generus Wine ? 

t us lay afide Maſques for a while, and diſcourſe 
with open Souls. I believe thou haſt as equal a 
Veneration for our Holy Prophet as I; and haſt been 
educated in all the Tenderneſſeſs of Piety, the Nice- 
tits of Divine Love, as our Mellahs are pleaſed to call 
it. We have been both of us careful to rife before 
Sun, and ſay our Oraiſons every Morning in a 
Demi-Trance, that is, half afleep, and half awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceſſary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no leſs ſolicitous in obſerving the 
other Four Hours of Prayer. Either of us would 
have accounted it an irreligious Negligence, if we 
had ſeen a Piece of Paper on the Ground, and had not 
ſtoop d to take it up, with Reverence wiping off the 
Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Ria, on which Men 
uſe to write the of GOD. As if twere not an 
C equal 
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equal Argument of Reſpect, to ſecure from Profa- 
nation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any Thing where- 
on twere poſſible to engrave or print the Al My- 
Herious Characters: Nay, or the very Sands them- 
ſelves, which, as ſome ſay, were the Firſf Bocks on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firſt, we 
are ſure, Thatin very early Ages, Men uſed to ſtamp 
their Memoirs, or draw them out in 1 Fi- 
gures on the Surface of the Earth: Witneſs the old 
Ship-wreck'd Philoſopher, who being caſt aſhore in 
an unknown Land, ſoon traced out the Manners of 
the People, by certain Mathematica! Impreſſions 
which he found in the Sands: For, he concluded 
theſe to be the very Footſteps of Humanity and 
Virtue. But, to return to the Buſineſs of Religion ? 
We have been obedient to the Inſtructions of our Fa- 
thers and. Tutors; zealous in obſerving every Pun- 
&illio of Traditional Piety : We have faſted, prayed, 
waſhed, and given Alms, at the appointed Seaſons, 
and in the Manners preſcrib'd by the Lew. All theſe, 
I own, are commendable Exerciſes : But methinks, 
they are not the ſolid and ſubſtantial Parts of True 
Religion, | hate Hypocriſy, and the devout Wan- 
tonneſs of ſome who think to mock GOD with Cere- 
monies and empty Forms. It were much better to mix 
with the 1dolatrous Rites of Bacchus (if they deſerve 
that Epithet) and rant in Honour of eternal” Wine 
talk reputed Blaſphemy, and reform the Model o 
the Urizer/e; I ſay, I'd chuſe to do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat myſelf with empty Hopes of 
gaining Paradi/e, ſor acting to the Life, the Shams of 
pious Mimickry. | | 

I would not have thee think, That what I ha g now 
ſaid, proceeds from any Contempt of the 1 ternal 
Majeſiy. | | 

By thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Immo 1 :/ 
Spangles of the Sky, I ſwear, There's not a Faculty in 
Mal mut's Sul, which is not fill d with W 
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and Veneration, which does not burn with Flames 
of ſacred Love to the adorable Fountain of all Things. 
In a Word, I only ſtrive to reſcue my Friend from 
the Attempts of pious Frauds, and the religious Bur- 
leſques of our Mollab's and Mufti 's. 
Believe me dear Dgnet, That there is a GOD, a 
Firſt Cauſe, a Juſt Judge preſiding over the World : 

ieve alſo his Prophet, the *. the Beloved Mabo- 
met, the Minion, as I may ſay, of the Omni potent. But; 
have ſome Faith alſo for the reſt of his Meſſengers 
and Favourites. Let not Hali be thought of without 
. ſomeinward Flurries of Devotion. He was a N 
/ulman, and the Fourth Caliph, tho' his Followers 
damned Hereticks in our Divinity. Had Right taken 
Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of the Yicars, 
but his Cauſe was ſuſpended by his Abſence. Let 
him and that reſt, till the Final Inguifition. And ac- 
knowledge that I have ſaid too little for at Schiar, and 
not too much for a Sunn. | | | 

I know no Reaſon alſo, Why we ſhould not reve- 
rence the Memoirs of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, Me- 
liſus, Faunus, and the reſt of the ancient Soges and 
Law-givers, who inſtructed the Nations of the Earth 
in the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to adore One 
Supreme GOD, to believe the In mortality of the Soul, 
and to practice Good Works. 1 8 

What, tho the Ceremonies of the Worfoip were dif- 
ferent from ours, and perhaps polluted with an un- 
jaitifiable Adoration of Images! What tho' their A. 
tars reek'd with the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, and ſome- 
times ſmoak'd even with Human Sacrifices * Theſe 
barbarons Rites were not inſtituted by the Fi Oracle, 
of Religion, Illuminated Souls, Nuncio's from Cd to 
this Lower World: But they were afterwards ſuper- 
induced, through the Corruption of Times, the Ava- 
rice of Prieſts, and the Superſtition of the People, 
And, for aught we know, enr own Hi/torians have 
not been imp artial in relating the Truth, 
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There is an innate Envy between People of diffe- 
rent Families and Nations. Both we and our Fa- 
thers, that deſcend from Abrabam by H/mazl, and the 
Jcaus who are his Poſterity by J/aac, have been too 
favourable to the- Offspring of that Beloved of GOD. 
We generally entertain and cheriſh a ſpecifick Pride 
on the Score of our illuſtrious Pedigree ; Eſpecially 
the Jews, who will not allow any People on 
Earth to be their — — either in Point of Antiqui- 

ty, the Nobility of their Race, or the innumerable 
Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they conſder 
not, that they are diſperſed up and down over the 
whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to poſſeſs a Cubit of Land, which they 
can call their own :' Contemn'd, hated, and made 
a Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infamous 
Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves, and Pimps to other 
Mens Pleaſures : Men of no Fame, or Character: 


Finally; In their preſent Circumſtances, the moſt ſpu- 


rious and ignoble, of all the Son of Adam, except 
the Kafars of Ethicpia, who feed on the Guts and 
Dung of Beaſts. 

Ii true, indeed, their Anceſtors made a conſide- 
zable Figure in the World, in the Days of Solomon, 
and other victorious Ming, during their Poſſeſſion of 
Paleſtine. And yet, in thoſe very Times they were 
often humbled and led away jnto Captivity, by the 
more fortunate Kings of Bauby/an, Perſia, and Aria, 
and afterwards ſubdued by the Grecian-; till, at laſt, 
they were totally rumed, their Cities laid wafte, their 
Temple burnt to Aſhes, and their Country quite diſ- 
peop ed by the Romans. * 


* If we aſcend yet higher, to their celebrated Mi- 


gration out of Feypt, oi which their own Hiſtorians 
make ſuch a Noite, and tell ſo many Fabulous Won- 
ders, we ſhall find a very Mean and Contemptible 
Character given of them by | Ecyprian Writers, 
and thoſe other Nations, Mcn of as great Autho- 


rity 
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rity as Fo/cphus, or any other Jewiſh Hiftorians. Ma + 
nethos, a Prieſt of Eg ypt, calls them a Crew of leprous 
and naſty People, and fays, they were expell'd the 
Country by Amenephis, then reigning, and driven 
into Sy:12 ; their Captain being MAU. an Egyptian, 
Prieſt. A like Relation we have from Cheremon, 
an Author of good Credit among the Gree#s, who 
tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Lepers were forcibly 
baniſh'd out of Egypt, under the Conduct of Ti- 
fithen and Peteſeth (1. e. Maſes and Aaron.) And tho 
other Writers differ in the Name of the King then 
reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in aſſerting the 
I/raelites to be a naſty Sort of People, over run 
with Scabs and infectious Boils, and that they were 
eſteem d the Scam and Filth of the Nation. Tacitus, 
a Roman Writer, of unq geſtionable Authority, adds, 
That Meſes, one of the exil d Lepers, being a Man 
of Wit and Reputation among them, when he ſaw 
the Grief and Confufion of his Brethern, bid them 
be of good Chear, and neither truſt the Gods, or 
Men of Egypt, but only confide in him, and obey 
his Counſel For, that he was ſent from Heaven to 
be their Conductor out of this Calamity, and to pro- 
tet them from all their Enemies. Upon which, the 
People not knowing what Courſe to take, ſarrender'd 
themſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal ; from whick 
Time he became their Captain and Law-giver, 
leading them through the Deſarts of Arabia, where 
they committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting Man, 
Woman and Child, to the Sword, burning their Ci- 
ties, and laying all Things defolate. Dear Dgne, 
What could be faid worſe of a Company of Rebbers 

and Banditti ? | 
Maſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when 1 mention 
his Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for he 
was the Greateſt of the Ancient Prophets. Yet give 
me leave to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon. 
C3 He 
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He was but a Mortal as well as I; and without doubt, 
was not exempt from Human Frailties. He had the 
Advantage to be educated in the College of the Reyal 


 Priefts at Memphis, which none of his Nation could 


boaſt of beſides himſelf. Suffer me to tell thee my 
Thoughts frankly, and without Diſguiſe. Mogrck 
and Afirolopy were the only Sciences then in Vogue: 
And he, being perfectly vers d in all the Myſteries 
and Secrets of Egyptian Wiſdom, twas no hard Taſk 
for him to poſſeſs the rude and ignorant Sons of 
Jacob, with a profound Attach and Veneration for 
his Perſon ; and in that diſtreſſed Condition, to 
mould their flexible Spirits to what Diſcipline he 
pleaſed. l « 
Suſpect me not for an 7-fidcl, or an Atheiſt, be- 
cauſe 1 diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard 


ſome of our Molab's ſay, a great deal more in their 
private Converſation. And 'tis à ſupeſtitious Ti- 
morouineſs, not to be bold in the Exerciſe of our 
Reaſon, which taught even the Prophet M/es him- 
ſelf, the Method of Conqueſt, and getting a Fame 
which ſhould know no End. | 

I am not ambitous, nor would I tempt thee to 
aſpire at an undue Grandeur: But let us not be leſs 
than ourſelves, that is, Men. There is no Reaſon 
we ſhould be impos'd upon by fabulous Reports of 
intereſted and deſigning Writers : Or, That we ſhould 


give Faith to every credulous Feol. Doubtleſs, 


there were many Nations eftabliſh'd on Earth before 
the //raclites ; and great Prophets, who were not of 
the Lineage of Abraham. The Date of the 1 ome | 
is much more certain to a Day, nay, to an Hour, 

than the Heg yra of the J/rae/ites; fince the former is 
demoſtrated by the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, in- 
terwoven by the Gentile Hiſtorians in the Body of 
their Hi/tory ; whereas the latter is defective in this 
material Point, and is expoſed to a Thouſand Diſputes 


among Writers. 
Wh 
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My Friend, Let not Thou and I trouble ourſelves 
with needleſs Controverſies, or be zealous for Things 
of no Moment ; but Adoring One GOD, and believing 


what is Rational, we may poſſeſs our Souls in Tran- 
quility, and Peace. 


Paris, 11th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


LE TEE: VE, 
To the Kaimacham. 


T length, after a long Alienation, the Prince of 
Conde is reſtored to the Kings Favour: For 
which he is obliged to the King of Spain. I have 
already intimated in one of my Letters, That this 
was agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between theſe 
Two Crowns, as an Article Equivalent to that of the 
Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, ſollicited by the King 
of France. Now 'tis put in Execution, and the 
Rebel Prince is received with Abundance of Careſles, 
by the King, 2uern-Meother, Cardinal Mazarini, and 
the whole Court. f , 

He is counted the valianteſt Man of this Age; 
and was ſo pronounced long ago by the Mare/chat 
Turenne, who is a Soldier of no mean Character, 
both for his Judgment and Curaze. He was ance 
extremely belov'd by all the French. But his Wild- 
neſs and Inconſtancy, with the deſtructive Effects of 
the Cuil Wars which he raiſed, changed their Affec- 
tious for a while, into Indifference, Coldneſs and Ill- 
will. But now all's well again. 

He, and his Brother the Prince of Conti, ſeldom 
agreed, being often the Heads of contrary Parties, 
during the Minority of this King, And the Younger 
C 4 being 
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being cramp ſhoulder'd, Conde uſed to be a little Sar- 
caſtick upon him, threatning to ſhave his uncourtly 
Back into the Faſhion with his Sword. 

[tis certain the Prince of Conde was very wild and 
profuſe when Young, but now he begins to take 
oberer Mealures. Baring his Father's Life, he was 
called the Duke of Erguien. And, to reflect on the 
Parſimony of the Old Prince, he uſeſt to take ſeveral 
Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a Purſe, 
faying, Th is my Fatbir's Practice. Then he would 
turn the Purſe upſide down with t'other Hand, and 
ſcattering the Gold among his Favourites, would add, 
This is my Humour. | 

Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a Town 
in France, under his Father's Government, the chief 
Mzgiftrate of the Place, who was un Old Man, met 
him, and began to make an Oration with the bet 
Rhetorick he could. But, the Prince being in a fro- 
lick ſome Humour, took Advantage of a very low 
Conge the old Gentleman made him, and leap'd over 
his Head, and ſtood ſtill behind him. The Magi- 
firate not _ any Notice of this wild Prank, 
turn d very gravely about, and addreſſed himſelf with 
a new Obeiſance, but not ſo low as the former. 
However, the nimble Prince catch'd him apon the 
Half bent, and ſetting his Hand upon the old Mon- 
ſicur's Soulders, whipt over again the Second Time; 
which quite ſpoil'd his intended Speech, to the great 
Liverſion of all the Spectators. 

In his Youth he was much addicted to Women, 
and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nuns ; 
which occaſion'd the Qucen-Motber to reflect on 
him ſomething Satyrically once, when he inform'd 
her, That the Sui Soldiers were guilty of great Diſ- 
orders, ſome of them getting into the Nunneries, 
and violating the Chaſtity of thoſe conſecrated 
Females. For the Queen replied, F you had told me 
they broke into the Wine Cullart, I would believe you ; 


fir 


Vol. VI. @ Spy of PARIS. 33 


for the Suiſſes are all aus Drankards. Put as for 
Amours with Nuns, none is ſo likely to make then as the 
Duke of Enguien 

However, All that I have faid, hinders not but 
that he is now a prudent Man, a good General, and 
Fortunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 

In a Word, this Court is ſo overjoyed at the Mar- 
rage of the Aing with the Infanta of Spain, they 
have no Room left for peeviſh Reſentments. All 
Crimes are forgiven ; and the Devil i.t:n{elf would be 
welcome at the Wedding, provided he would be de- 
bonair, and good Company 

The Nuptials are only celebrated by Proxy as yet: 
But here are vaſt Preparations making for the com- 
pleating the Ceremony. 

What the ue of this Marriage and Peace will be, 
tis not eaſy to divine: But I 2 the Chriſtiant are 
hatching Evil againſt the Oftemam Port, in regard a 
the Princes in Europe are coming to an Agreement. 

Illuſtrious Xaimac bam, Let not this Intimation 
away as a Dream. For I tell thee again, theſe /nf- 
Ali are plotting of Miſchief. | 

Paris, 1ſt of the 7th Moon, 

of the Tear 1660. 


— 
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LETTER BC. 
To the ſame 


Believe thou wilt now receive from me the eatlieſt 
News of a mighty Change, a ſurpriaing Revo- 
lution in the Zug Government. Know then, That 
he whom I have ſo often mentioned, under the Title 
of Hing of the Scots in my former Letters, the Rldeſt 
Son, and Rightful Heir of the Britiſh Kingdoms, 


Charles II. is reſtored to the Throne of his Father's 
| C 5 without 
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without Violence er Bloodſhod, by the unanimous 
Conſent and earneſt Deſire of his Subjects. 

This young Prince has been-an Exile for twelve 
Years in Foreign Courts, and has heard of as many 
ſeveral Alterations in the State of his Dominions, 
during his Abſence ; every Change producing a new 
Form of Government. The Rel, had run over all 
Ariflotle's Politicks, and the various Models of Plato, 
and other Philaſophers, who treated of Commo1- 
_ avealths, to find out ſuch Patterns as beſt ſuited with 
the Neceſſities and Genius of that Nation. Tle e 
is not a Species of Ariſtocracy, Democracy, and Oli- 
garchy, which they did not put in Practice, to ſupport 
the Frame of that Government, whoſe Bafis they had 
moved]; for it was founded on a Monarchy of a-long 
and hereditary Deſcent. And therefore all their 
moſt artificial Contrivances were ineffectual, and 
they might as well have endeavoured to make But- 
treſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a Word, the Eng- 

/ found themſelves ſo diſ-jointed and weakened by 

v Wars, Taxes, and the other uſual Effects of 
U/urpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
left to ſave their Nation from utter Ruin, but by 
bringing their Lawful King back again, who is the 
Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare and Inte- 
reſt is built. 
There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of 
Engliſh Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and 
made his Triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on the 
Anniverſary Day of his Birth. Which puts me in 
mind of what is generally diſcourſed here at Paris; 
That on the Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a 
bright Star in the Heavens, when the Snn was juſt 
above the Meridian. From hence the Afrolagers of 
choſe Times predicted great I hings concerning him. 
And thoſe of the preſent Age, who have ſeen his 
Fortune to return to his Kingdoms, preſage yet greater 
Events to come. 

GOD 
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_ GOD only knows what Embryo's are in the Womb 
of Futurity ; and we Mu/ulmans have no Reaſon to 
rejoice at the Grandeur of any of theſe Inde Prin- 
ces. Yet, ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing at 
Noon-Day, juſt over the Place where a mighty 

veen was in Labour with a Prince, has ſomething 
in it Extraordinary, and full of promifing Circum- 
ances. It was an Appearnce of this Nature which 
render'd the Birth of the M. i, ſo Illuſtrious, tho, 
otherwiſe Obſcure enough ; when, the 3 Magi, 
directed by ſuch a Star, came and found the 
Mother of Jeu in a Stable, and the Infant Prophet 
lying in a Manger, inftead of a Cradle. So we are 
told, That Eclipſes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 
ture or Death of great Perſonages ; and, That all 
other Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, have 
their proper Signification. 

But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, 'tis 
certain, this late baniſh'd Prince is return'd with 
Abundance of Splendor and Advantage to his native 
Royal Poſſeſſions. And I thought it would be a 
grand Neglect in me, to let one Poſt-Day pals, be- 

re I gave thee an Account of a Revolution ſo 
aſtoniſhing to all Europe, and which is like to give 
a new Turn to the Affairs of moſt Chriſtian Princes 
and States, 

Beſides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from Eng- 
land reſiding at the Augu/ft Porte, which deter- 
mines the Quarrels of all the Nation on Earth. 
There are alſo Abundance of English Merchants in 
the Imperir] City. They may have Feuds amon 
oneanother. The Intereſt of ſome of them is join d 
with that of the Exg Rebels; others are for their 
King. Therefore knowing of his R-/foration, thou 
wilt be better able to adjuſt all Matters of this Na- 
ture, according to Reaſon, Equity, and the Honour 
of the majeſtick Porte, For this King makes al- 
ready a greater F * _ any of his Progenitors, 
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and — his Friendſhip is not to be con- 
temn'd. | 
The Care of theſe Things reft on thee, who art 
the Vicar's Vicar of the Vicegerent of G OD. 
Paris, 3dof the 7th Moon, | 
of the Year 1660. 


FETTE KK - 
To Mchemet, an exibd Eunuch, at Caire 
iu Egypt. 


H that I were in one of the P;ramids near the 
City where thou reſideſt, ſhut up in tremen- 
dous Darkneſs, in the moſt obſcure and horrible 
Vault of the Roya Pile ! That I might converſe with 
the Ghoſts of Egyptian Kings, hug Demon? in my 
Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblins, and all the 
S irits of the Night round the Tomb of , or up 
and down the diſmal Galleries, or in the Neſt of Bat 
Screech-Ou. bs, Harpits, and the reſt of the Winged 
Monſters, the Excrementitious Spawn ( Human 
Souls, or at leaſt the Si perfertation of pickled Car- 
caſſes, repoſited there ſor eternal Mummies, ſome 
of them before Noah's Flood, and the reſt after, if 
the Story be true. God knows whether it be or no: 
That's nothing to me: But I bave ſtrong Inclina- 
ſien to try what I can find in thoſe antique Monu- 
ments, after all the Search of ſo many Travellers I 
kave a Specifick Sort of a Melancholy upon me, 
which cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having Ten 
Hundred Thouſand ugly rampant Sprrits dancing 
their Infernal Meaſures about me, aud grinning 
like Baboons of Hell. Oh, GOD! how 'twould fe; 
me a Laughing! An Entertainment of this ws» 
wou 
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poorer than the I 
form the M of an Infini 
ver faw ? I am cloy'd wi 
and Joys which, theſe narrow Elements | 
therefore would out. ſome new and untry' 
World, to find Refreſhment in. 

But oh, my Mebemet, When I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars; when 
my Eye is loſt in the boundleſs Firmament, and 
my Sou can find no Limits to the Univerſe ; then I 
ſink into myſelf, full of Hutnility and Confuſion, 
becauſe I have injuriouſly reproach'd the Omni potent, 
and caſt Oblaquies on his Works. For all Things 
appear admirable Beautiful and Perfect, and the leaſt 
Atom is large enough to afford Apartments for a 
Thouſind Souls. Every Thing in Nature is pregnant 
and full of pleaſing Wonders: Yet I cannot be free 
from theſe Hypockondriac Fits at certain Seaſons. 
I am ſometimes the ſaddeſt and moſt melancholy 
Man in the World. I take all Things by the wrong 
Handle, look on them through falſe Op:icks, = f 
yet perſuade myſelf I am in the right, and ſee them 
in their true Complexion, Such is the fatal So- 
phiſtry of this black and ſudden Paſſion ; it takes 
away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt Enjoy- 
ments. And if the Contagion could poſlibly find 
Admittance among the Bleſs d above, ſurely, twould 
render their Paradiſe a Hell, and would afford 
ſome Ground for the Fiction of the ancient Poets, 
who brought up the Uſe of Nepenthe among the 
Gods, to appeaſe their Choler, and put em in a good 
Humour. 

I know not what that Drink was : But I tell thee, 
my Nepenthe is a Glaſs of good Languedoc 5 — 

» 
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which is as rich, and far more dilicious than the 
Wines of Tenedos and Mitylene. I once could boaſt of 
another Method te fubdue my Melanchely, by giving 
Battle to my Thoughts in open bield ; but now I am 
fain to have Recourle to Stratagems and Ambuſcades, 
trapanning the ugly hideeus Monſters out of their 
ſtrong Retrenchments and Faſtneſſes in the Spleen, 
by generous Frolicks with Wine, Women and Mu- 
fick. I bury all Care in profound Sleep, the Effect 
of briſk and free Drinking: And then I awake as 
merry as a Lark; as Young as if I'd been in Medea 
Cauldron. : $04” $0, | 
What ſignifies it to pretend Sanctity in our Words 
and exterior Carriage, whilſt at the ſame Time we 
are ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, Ambition, 
Avarice, and a Thouſand more Vices ? Whereas, 
Wine, ſeaſonably drank, enres all theſe Diſtem- 
pers of the Soul, makes a Miſer Liberal, -a cruel 
Man Tender, a Spightful Fellow Kind; melts ſtiff 
and haughty Spirits into a wonderful Softneſs and 
Complaiſance : - In- fine, it makes a Lamb of a 
Lien, and changes a Vulture to a Dove, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a Temper wholly Di- 


vine. 

Why then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws of Morality, 
never practis'd by - thoſe who made them? All the 
Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of the 
Grape. Our Emperors and Grendees do the ſame. 
The only Reaſon why they forbid it to their Sub- 
jects, is, Leſt they ſhould grow too wiſe, and ſtrive 
to ſhake off the Yoke: For, Wine elevates the Spi- 
rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Slave 
to a Lord, in his own Conceit. For Want of this 
Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 
found out one Beverage or another, as efficacious 
to relieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow 
from the Heart. The Chine/e make Wine of Rice: 

| In 


— 
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In my Country they have another intoxicating Drink 
compounded with certain Roots. The ſame is uſed 
in ſome Parts of Perfia. In theſe Weftern Provinces, 
they Brew divers Sorts of Strong Liquors of 
Wheat, Barley, Honey, Moloſſa's, and other Ingre- 
dients. And they make Wine of Apples, Pears, 
Cherries, Currants, and moſt Fruits that grow. 1 
tell thee, my Friend, there's no living, unleſs we 
ſometimes give Nature a new Ferment, to rouze her 
from her Lees. 

Yet, let us practice a due Mediocrity, reemmbrin 
That GOD gave us theſe Things for our Health 
Refreſhment, and not for our Bane. In a Word, 
Mebemet, Let us be Merry and Wiſe. 


Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1660. 


—_— — 


LETTER XI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Have taken fome Pains, turn'd over a great many 
Memoirs of old Courtiers, and converſed with 


not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that fo I may comply with thy Order, 


and oblige thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of 
that Prince, who, tho' he had but a little Body, yet, 
like another Alexander, had ſo vaſt a Soul, and per- 
formed ſuch Illuſtrious Actions, as deſervecly faſten'd 
on him the Title of Great, and made him be efteem'd 
the Arbiter of all Europe. : 
It is obſerved of him, That he was always Un- 
fortunate in his Wives; yet they relate a pretty 


Paſſage 
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Paſſage of his firſt Wife, Margaret of Valois, which 
_ ſeems to contradict that Remark 

He was then a Pro: Haut, and only King of Na- 
varre, when the famous Maſſacre of Paris, was com- 
mitted, with mM to Murder him among the Keſt 
of his Religion. But, being aware of this, when he 
heard the 4/a//in making towards his Chamber,where | 
de fat with the Queen, he aid himſelf under her 
Garments, as ſhe fate in her Chair. The Villains 
ruſhing in, aſk'd for the King: She, with a great As- 
ſurance of 1 * told them, He went aut from her in 
a Paſſion. They ſeeming ſatisfied, went away, with- 
out doing any farther Hurt, Which occaſioned 2 
common jeſt, That Queen Margaret's Smock ſawed 
King Henry's Life. 

This Woman was called the Minerva, and Venus of 
France, on the Score of her Learning and Amours, 
never denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being 
ſeldom without Men of Science in her Company. In 
a Word, King Herr» look'd upon himſelf as a noted 
Cuc eld, and ſo gave her a Bill of Divorce. Her own. 
Mother, K:therine de Medicis, was call'd, The Fourth 
Fary of Hell. | | 

t is recorded of this Lady, That ſhe praftis'd 
much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an En- 
chanted Glaſs, ſhew'd her who ſhould Reign in 
France for the Time to come. Firſt, appeared this 
Henry IV, then Zewis XIII. next Lewis XIV,. and 
after him a Pack of Jeſuits, who ſhould aboliſh the 
Monarchy, and govern the Nations themſelves. This 
Glaſs is to be ſeen in the Aing's Palace to this Day. 

As for Henry IV's — Wife, tis ſaid, he ne- 
ver enjoyed a —_—_ Hour with her, but when ſhe 
was aſleep. They often fought together, and ſhe 

d not ſometimes to beat and ſcratch him, even 
in his Bed ſo that he has been forced to quit the 
Field, and take Sanctuary in another Chamber. 
This Prince was tax'd with Ingratitude towares — 

mo 
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moſt faithful Servants, and Want of Liberality to 
all. It was a common Saying of his Preadecqſor 
Henry III. That he fhar'd his Kingdom with bu 
Loyal Serwants ard Friends, But Henry IV. lov'd not 
q part with any Thing which he could handſomely 
eep. $3.24 

| Yet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes, and his 
Paſſion for them carried him into many 1rregu/ari;ies. 
He was ſo deeply enamour'd of One, That to enjo 
her, he fign'd a Promiſe of Marriage to her with his 
own Blood, which one of his Fawuurites ſeeing, tore 
the Paper in Peices. The King being incenſed at 
that, ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, (an ordinary 
Oath with him) That this Perſon was mad. Yes, 
reply'd he, but I aui I were the only Madman in 
the Ringdem. Thereby reflecting on the King's 
Extravagancy. Another Time, He gave Fifty Thou- 
_ Crowns, for one Night's Enjoyment of a 

L have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death of this 
Prince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Port. 
Now I will acquaiat thee with one Circumſtance, to 
which I was then a Stranger. 
 Ithappen'd, that the YViceray of Nawarre was walk- 
ing with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of Bearn, 
as Town under his Juriſdiftion, waſh'd by the River 
Pau. When on a ſudden, all the Cows (of which 
there was a great Numbers in thoſe Fields) ran violent- 
ly into the Riyer, and were there drown'd. The 
Viceroy being aſtoniſh d at this, as at a Prodigy, writ 
down the Day and Hour when it happen'd, which 

rov d exactly the very ſame Time to a Minute, when 

juke IV. was ſtabb d in his Coach by Rawar/lac ; 
as the Viceroy was ſoon certify'd, by Diſpatches which 
he receiv'd from the Court, containing Intelligence of 
that Tragedy. 

All this may be pure Chance, for aught I know, 
but there are Abundance of Symptoms of CO 
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elſe. As for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to him- 
ſelf, and the ſecret Operations of his own Soul are 
hid from him. How then can he know the Na- 
tures of other Things, or be familiarly acquainted 
with the occult Dif fitions of Beaſts ? The leaft 
Worm or Inſect es our ſevereſt Scrutiny, and 
we are loft in the Speculation of their Embryo's. 
The moſt ſilent and inanimate Beings, proclaim aloud 
the Folly of our boaſted Science: Every Atom in 
Nature ridicnles our beſt Philoſophy. Who then 
will pretend to unriddle the more uncommon My- 
ſteries of Providence, or trace the Footſtepts of eternal 
Deſtiny? Hiſtorians ſpeak variouſly of this Parricide. 
Some ſay, the Villain was approv'd of at the Court 
of Rome, and, That he was there rank'd in the Num- 
ber of Martyrs.” Tis certain he underwent as hor- 
rible a as the Wit of Man could invent, to 

uniſh- his matchleſs Treaſon. And it ſeems, the 
udges that examin'd him were either afraid, or 
aſham'd to divulge what they heard from his Mouth : 
Obliging themſelves by an Oath to eternal Secrecy, 
Rawaillac himſelf own'd, That he had twice before 
attempted to kill the King, but was thruſt back by 
one of his Nobles, who fo pected ſome ill Deſign in 
his Looks. | | 

Sage Hamet, May G OD preſerve our glorious 
Sultan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Zewi/þ 
Phyfician, and from the common Diſaſters of Hu- 
man Life. And the Care of his Attendants, will pre» 
vent the ſudden Strokes of a deſperate A ſſaſſin. 


Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1660, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


| HIS City is now as full of Noiſe and * — 
as ſome Cities of Aa are at an Eclip/e of the 
Moon, or as Corftantinople is during the Fa, of Rame- 
zan. "Tis near Midvight, and yet here's ſuch a 
Medley of Noiſes, compounded of the loud Accla- 
wations of Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of 
Drums, Sound of Trumpets, and other Muſical In- 
ſtruments, with the Thunder of Sky-Rockets, Guns, 
and other Fire-works, that a Body would think one's 
ſelf in a Battle or a Siege. 

The Occafien of all this, is, The pub'ick Entry of 
the New-married King and Queen, it being the firſt 
Tire they have feen Paris ſince the Nuptials. Nei- 
ther my Tongue or Pen are able to expreſs to the 
Life, the inimitable Pomp and Magnificence that have 
appear'd to Day in the Royal Train, and in the Pre- 

rations which the City made to receive them. The 
{.uſtre of Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones, dazzled 
one's Eyes from all Parts; and I could have wiſh'd 
for a Muſulman Army, to have been at the Plunder 
of ſuch immenſe Riches. Yet there were Forty 
Thouſand of the Citizens, the King's Guards in 
Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 

The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe appear'd, 
ſeated on a Majeltick "Throne, all glittering with Gold 
and Diamonds. It was raiſed on High, and there 
were ſeveral Steps, or Degrees, to aſcend up to it. 
On theſe were placed the Princes of the Blood, the 
Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other Grandees 
and Nobles, as alſo Princeſſes, Ducheſſes, and Ladies 
of the firſt Quality. 

"Twas at the Foot of this Throne, there were 


made innumerable Speeches, and Congratulatory 
ah S Addreſles 
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Addreſſes by the Prieſts and Monks of all Orders. 
by the Students in the Academy, and by the ſeveral 
Companies of Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſt 
ſurprizing; a certain ſtrange Maid utter d ſeveral Ora- 
tions in Latin, Greek, French, and Spaniſh, wherein ſha 
pnified the King's heroic Undertakings, his won- 
derful Succeſſes, great Wiſdom and Conrage, with 
other Virtues, which ſhe made the Subject of her 
Panegyrick. She alſo no leſs extoll'd tne Queen's 
Matchleſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, the 
Royal Endowments, of her Mind ; and concluded, 
with reflecting on the Joy of all Faroe, for this 
iluftrious Match, and Alliance of Two of the 
potent Crowns in Chriſtendom. a 8 
She delivered berief with ſuch an incomparable 
Grace and Modeily, as drew the Eycs and Ears of 
all that were preſent. And tis laid, the King was 
extremely pleaſed with her; much more tie Queen, 
_ had never before encounter'd ſo Learned a Fe- 
male. 
The French Ladies have for many. Vear applied 
themſelves to the Study of Lan; u ges avd Philo phy. 
But tis not fo in Spain, where the Men are too rigo- 
rous to the Fair, to allow them that Liberty. They 
are as moroſe to omen as the Moors, from whom a 
great Part of that Nation are faid to deſcend. Every 
Country in Europe has ſuffered mighty Changes, by 
the [rcurfions and C:nquofts of the Moors, CG, Hung, 
and Yardals. So that tis too difficult to trace the 
Original of = People in ſuch a Hotch-* ich of Fo- 
reign Blood; Neither have they any e of their 
Genealogies, as we Arabians have in the f.. 
IIluſtrious n, Tho! it fignifies no: ing to ſyring, 
of a noble Stock, unleſs we innerit the V.rrves oi our 
Anceſtors, as well as their ſplendid Titles and Eitates; 
et tis both profitable and pleaſani to have by us a 
egiſter of our Families, that reading their Cha- 
racters and heroxc Actions, we may imitste their 
Examples, 
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Examples, and add to the Glory of the Tribe from 
which we deſcend. 
Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


LETTER XIII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter I be- 
gin; or, if I do, Whether it will be above 
Ground, or in the Bowels of the Earth, However, 
I cannor forbear writing to thee, my dear Friend tho 
both the Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein ; 
lodge, and all this Beautiful City, may, for wught 
| know, be tranfported to angther Pon before Mor- 
ning, Nay, tis poſſible this very Hour may ' people 
 Elyfum with a new Colony from France, and Paris 
may defcend with all her magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River Coyne 
for thoſe of Acheros or Styx, and the refreſhi I 
of Champagne, for the choaking Sulphurs of Hell. 
In a Word, We have ſelt the Menaces of a terrible 
Earthquake this Evening; but, as yet, we have ſuf- 
fered no Damage. 

When I livd in Alia, an Earthquake was almoſt 
as common as the Yearly Revolution of a Summer and 
Winter : And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Beſides, one Mu/- 
ſulman encourag'd another, and the General Faith 
of True Believers confirm'd us all, That we 
ought to I to GOD, and to the Appoint- 
ment of Eternal Deſtiny, whether it were for Plea- 
ſure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. But, 
now I have been ſo long diſus'd to thoſe Convulfions 
of the Globe, (for I have not felt one above 
theſe Two and twenty Years) and am alfo _ 
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ted from the Society of the Faithful; that I am be- 
come like the reſt of he World. and even like theſe 
Infadels, Timorous, Aiton:ſhed, veid of Reaſon, and 
of little or no Faith. | 

My Mind at firſt ſtagger d as much as my Body, 
when I was walking acroſs my Chamber, and felt the 
Floor rock under me with that ſingular Kind of 
Motion, which no human Art or Force can imitate. I 
ſoon concluded, 'twas an Earthguake, but knew not 

How to bear that Thought with — Death 
is familiar to me ig any other Figures, but that of 
being ſo ſurprizingly buried alive. It appeared hor- 
rible to fink on a ſudden into an unknown Grave, 
I knew not whither: Perhaps I might f.1l into 
ſome dark Lake of Water ; or it may be, I might 
be drenchd in a River of Fire, or be daſh'd on a 
Rock: For, who can tell the Diſpoſition of the 
Caverns below, or what Sort of Apartments we ſhall 
find under the Surface of the Earth? We walk on 
the Battlements of a marvellous Structure, a Globe 
Full of tremendous Secrets! And whether Nature or 
Defliny, Providence or Chance occaſion the Ruptures 
that we find are made in divers Parts of the Earth, 
it matters not much, ſo long as we are in Danger of 
tumbling in. Such a terrible Fall would put the 
beſt Philoſopher in the World out of Humour, 
and ſpoil all his Reaſoning. I'm ſure twould vex 
me, thus, in a Trice to be plunder'd of my Thoughts : 
Which makes me either wonder at the Vanity of 
Empedocles, if he threw himſelf. into the flaming 
Chaſm of Mount .Ztna, only for the Sake of being 
eſteemed a God (as the common Report is ; ) or, 
ive me Reaſon to conclude, He had ſome other 
End in his venturous Leap; ſince tis not probable, 
That empty Fame could be eſteemed by that * 
Sage, as his final Happineſs. A mach eaſier Way 
had 4riftotle, who, diſguſted at his Ignorance of the 
Fux and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf in, to put 
an 
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an End to his Diſuiſitiont, if the Story be true. But, 


I can hardly believe the Stagyrite was ſuch a Fool. I 
oy of other Men, . to the Experience I 

ave of myſelf. I am as little ſolicitous about Death 
as any Man, yet I ſhould be unwilling to hurl my- 
ſelf out of the World headlong, without a Firm or a 
Tefta. I love New Experiments, but am not very 
fond of ſuch as take from us irrecoverably the Means 
of trying any more. 


We had News here of an Earthquake which has 


overthrown Part of the Pyrenæan Mountains, ſome 
Days before this happen'd at Paris; but few re- 

ded it. Calamities at a Diſtance frighten no Bo- 
Y : Yet thoſe which we feel, put us all in Tears. 
For my Part, it has this Effect on me, That I am 
improved in my Careleſsneſs, and become fearful 
of Nothing. And, I think, there is Reaſon on m 
Side, ſince all my Care, Apprehenfien and Forecaſt, 
can never defend me from the Underminings of the 
Omni potent. 5 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Man, 
of the Tear 1609. 


— 


LIE TI. RAI... 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Sen 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


ET not the Diſtance of Time between my Lei- 

ters prompt thee to conclude, I forgot my 

Duty ; or that I am carelgſi to oblige to Illuſtrious a 
Friend. ] have many Obligations to diſcharge ; and, 
therefore endeavour to huſband my Hours to the 
beſt Advantage, and ſo to divide my Diſpatches, that 
the Grand Signior may be ſerv d, the Divan inform — 
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of all 1 and the Expectations of 
each Mini ſten grat 

As to the Neige of Lewis XIII. it was ſhar'd ſuc- 
eeſſively between the Mar-/chel & Ancre, the Duke of 
Zuines, and Cardinal Richlieu. The firſt was the 
Oucen-Meother's Favourite; the Second was the King's; 
as for the — 1 Maſter bath of 
oO” Queen, and 

uring the K * indeed, Queen Mary 
de Ma, the Re * — IV. took the Regency 
into her own Hands, and manag'd Things in an ar- 
bitrary Manner. But, the Princes of the Blood, with 
— Granadees, not able to brook the Government 
of a Woman, conſpir d againſt her. Among theſe 
were the Prince of Conde, Father to the preſent 
Prince, and the Duke of Bowi//av. The ——.— 
a bold Man, and durſt do any Thing that was brave: 
The latter was a Stateſman. 

They caball'd not fo privately, but the Zycen- 
Mother was acquainted with their Meeting, and the 
Duke of Bowillon was the firſt who a, his Party 
was betray d. This Intelligence was brought him 
from aſſur'd Hands, whilſt he was fitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and other Nobles at the Place of their 
private Reddezvous. Whereupon he acquainted 
. them with it, exhorting-all to abſcond immediately. 

feſt they ſhould be / on the Spot. But they re- 
torting, That the Quæen would not venture on an 
Action of ſuch dubiqus Con/eguence ; be ſtarted u 
and took his Leave of em with theſe Words, My 
« Lords, You may follow your own Counſel. 15 
« orſe, and eſcape to Sedan in my 
« Stockings : Where, if they make me wear out 3 
« Pair, as an Exile; by Heawens, I'll make them wear 
out a Thouſand Pair of Boers.” 

His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a di- 
minutive Civil Mar; when the Queen was forced to 


raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to 2 
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the reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as he 
heard of his Flight. 

Whilit t! eſe Diſturbances lated, the Moors were 
expeli'd out of Spain, to ine Number of Six Hunderd 
Thouſand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the Ma- 
ritime Coaſts, went by Sea into Africk. The reſt, 
whole Reſidence was farther within Land, ſought 
a Paſlage over the Pyrenæan Mountains, and fo 
through the Southern Provinces of France; offering 
a Ducat a Head to the Viceroy of Nawerre, for their 
ſafe Conduct. He, out of Curioſity coming to ſee 
theſe Travellers, and beholding them rag and 
almoſt naked, with Viſages like Ghofis, — Pity on 
them, and gave them Liberty of Paliage gratis ſay- 
ing, © God forbid I ſhould extort ſo much Money 
« from theſe miſerable Wretches, who are aban- 
« don'dto the wide World.” 

But, it ſeems, his Compaſſion was needleſs, For 
theſe Muſſulmen were too cunning for him, having 
their ſqualid, torn Garments, quilted all over with 
Gold and Precious Stones. Which occalioned all 
People to ridicule the Viccroy's Eaſineſs, and to call 
hun the Friend of the Gb cones. 

I ſhould appear too par ial in reflecting *atyrically 
on this Prince, whote Generolity deſerves Praiſe: 
Yet, | cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the Moors, 
whereby they not only eſcaped paying the accuſtom'd 
Tributes of Paſlengers, but alſo blinded theie Jude, 
and took from them the uſpicion of greater Riches ; 
which, if they had once known, pergaps not à Moor 


ſhould have carried a Piece of Money along wich 


him into 4frich. 

I his Pailage ſeem'd worthy of thy Knowili de fince 
it in Part re lembles the famous Departure of the ra- 
elites out of Egypt, tho it comes ſhort of tue Robbery 
and Plunder which they committed on the lunabitants 
the Day before they began their Jou nn However 
this Story may afford * ſome Vives & na 

| As 
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As to the Marſhal q Ancre, the Queen's Favourite, 
in his Life and Death, he was compared to Sanus, 
being qualified with the like Virtues and Vices, and 
having much the ſame Fortune ; his Body, after ha- 
ving been dragg'd about the Streets by the Rabble, 
was at laſt torn to Pieces. | 
If thou would'ſt know how the Duke of Luines ob- 
tain'd the King's Fawour, it was by Ingratitude. For, 
when he and his Brother were firſt brought to Court, 
they were both ſo poor, that they had but one Cloak 
between them; and for that Reaſon could net go 
abroad together. Yet, being recommended to & 
King, by a certain Nobleman, for excellent Falconers, 
they were received into Favour. But they abuſed the 
Kindneſs of their Patron; and inſinuating malicious 
Things into the King's Ear, againſt the Nobleman and 
his Family, cauſed him to be baniſh'd from the Court, 
After which they managed all Things. 2 
Then ſucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the chief Mi- 
niftry ; of whom I have faid a great deal in my for- 
mer Letters'to the Grandees of the Porte ; thou 
wilt find them in the Regifter. I will now add, what 
I never mentioned before, That he was very ambitious 
to be thought a good Judge of Yer/e. He gave to one 
Poet for a witty Conceit on his Coat of Arms, TWO 
Thouſand Sequins tho twas but a Verſe of ſeven Words. 
Another he promoted to an Ecclefraftical Dignity worth 
a Thouſand a Year, for comparing him to the Primum 
Mobile. But, he caus'd a Third to be kick'd out of 
Doors, for his Obſtinacy, in denying to alter a Word 
of his Poem, which the Cardinal dilliked. | 
This Miniſter was very Revengeful, and amongſt 
othes Effects of his Temper, none was more taken 
Notice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Mon- 
fieur de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe his Father in a General Hiſtory 
which he wrote, had repreſented one of Richlien's 
Anceſtors under a very ignominious and „ 
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ble Figure. That Hiſtorian was the renowned Thua- 
nus, of whom I ſuppoſe thou haſt heard. 

As to King Lewis XIII. himſelf, he was eiteem'd a 
great Diſſembler; accuſtomed to careſs thole with 
more than ordinary Endearments, whom he — K* 
ſuddenly to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb in 
his Time at the French Court, when they ſaw an 
Nobleman ſmil'd on, to ſay, His Buſineſs is done. It 
cannot be denied, That this Prince had a great Spirit, 
and ſome Wiſdom ; yet he was obſerv'd to take 
Delight in many petty Actions unbecoming Royal 
Majefty. He would ſpend much of his Time in Paint- 
ing, and ſend for the moſt famous Maſter in that Art 
to view his Works. An equal Inclination he ſhewed 
to Muſick: And ſometimes he was ambitious to be 
thought a good Cook. Once he made a great Paſty 
with his own Hands, filling it with Veniſon only fit 
for the Mouths of [nfidels, wiz. The Fleſh of Dogs, 
Wolves and Foxes, with other abominable Animals, 
of which it is not lawful for a True Believer to taſte. 
This he cauſed to be ſerv'd up to Table, at a Feaſt 
which he made toſome of his Courtiers, who, to ho- 
nour the King's Handy-Work, eat greedily of the 
horrid Diſh, and highly praiſed his Skill; whilſt he 
diverted himſelf with ſaughin at them. He had 
many other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which. render'd him 
contemptible .and ridiculous to the Grandees of his 
Kingdom. In a Word, he was more reverenced 
Abroad than at Home. And this was owing to the 
Conduct of Cardinal Richlieu, who was juſtly eſteem'd 
the very Genius of France. 

Illuſtrious Miniſter, all that I have ſaid of this 
Monarch ſpeaks him but a Man : And no body is 
wiſe at all Times. But the Follies of Princes are 
more Conſpicuous, than thoſe of meaner Perſons, 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. en 
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To Mahummed in the Deſart. 


AY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion. 

at the Entrance of that bleſſed - Cave, where 

thou reſideſt. May thy Soul feel calm and undi- 

ſturbed Joys, and for ever repoſe in Divine Tran- 

quility ; whilſt the the reſt of World are moleſted 

wich perpetual Cares and Fears, Broils and Enmities; 

Paſſions within, and Furies without : In a Word, 

whilſt they are always in Danger of one another, of 

themſelves, and of the Elements which compound 
their Nature. | 

O Man, highly belov'd of G OD, Favourite of 
the Angels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Dar- 
ling of Providence! The Palm of an Almighty 
Hand is extended under thee when thou ſitteſt down 
or walkeſt, always ready to ſnatch. thee up from 
the Calamities which threaten this lower World, and 
lift thee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of the Juſt 
wait for thy Preſence. 

There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe 
Parts, which has put all France into a great Con- 
ſternation, aſtoniſh'd every Body, and. increaſed the 
Thoughtfulneſs of the Wiſe. The Firſt Effects 
of it were felt by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees, 
which are certain Mountains dividing France and 
Spain. Ü here it did great Miſchief ; overwhelming 
ſome Medicinal Baths, many Houſes, and deſtroying 
Hundreds of People. Only one Moſque or Church, 
which ſunk into the Caverns below, was thrown 
up again, and ſtands very firm, but in another 
Place. This is look'd upon as a great Miracle, eſ- 
pecially by the French, who, for aught I know, may 
cenſure partially, favouring their own Intexreſt A, 

re 
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regard this Church has been diſputed between them 
and ihe Ypariards, each Nation claiming Right to 
it, and aading before exactly on tae Frontier Line. 
Bit now their Quarrel is unconteftably decided, for 
"tis removed by this Convulhon of the Globe, near 
half zue from its former Situation, which is 
ſo fa; vichin the acknowledg d Limits of France. 
Tais Us. French Prieits magnify as an apparent Proof 
of th. Juitice of their Pretenſions, and the People 
ſeem ve y wil ing to believe it. 

As for me, I have another Opinion of Earth- 
quakes, and am perſuaded, That they are as Natural 
as the Winds, which no Man knows how to draw 
into any Party or Faſhion, unleſs we believe the 
Stories of the Lapland Witches. I'm perſuaded that 
this Globe is mach more ancient than the Genera- 
lity of Mankind imagine it to be ; That it has un- 
dergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
Fire and Water: And, That it is now haſtening to- 
wards another Revolutien. I believe the central 
Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to the Surface, and 
kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and other infla- 
mable Matter, which it meets within its circular 
Aſcent. | heſe corroding. and daily conſuming, their 
own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too near 
the vaſt Receptacles of Subterranean Waters which 
lie nearer the Surface, overheat the Lakes ; which 
being thus r:r.fed into Vapours and pent up in 
the Holiow of the Globe, ſtrive to break forth with 
immenſe Violence, which cauſes that Heaving and 
Rocking of the Superficies, that ſo terrifies Mortals. 
But then the Cauſe is very deep and far from us. 
For where the Surface is ſhallow, in ſuch Paſſions 
of the Globe, the Earth co.amonly breaks and tum- 
bles.in, with whatſoever is upon it. Nay, whole Cities 
ſometimes have been thus ſwallowed up. And the 
Davger is easily foreknown, by a ſhort Snatching and 
Trepidation of the Ground, Houſes, Trees, Men, 
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and every Thing within its Reach ; for then the 
Convulſion is generally fatal. But where the Mo- 
tion is heavy, Grave and Regular, tis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
And this is ſo much the more evident, by how 
much farther the Earthquake is felt above Ground. 
For, the nearer any ſuch Pailion happens to the 
Centre, it muſt be granted, Tuat its Force is ex- 

tended the wider on the Circumference. This de- 
pends cn a Mathematical Demonſtration, and there 
needs no more be ſaid to thee, who art Conſummate 
in the Scie ices. 

What I efteem a due Reflection on this, is, That, 
tho' there be no Peril in theſe remote Earthquakes, 
yet we know not how ſoon they will come nearer to 
us; neither can we be aſſured, where or when they will 
happen, or how far they will reach. It follows there- 
fore, by a natural Conſequence, That fince theſe 
Things are Unavoidable, and all the Wit of Man 
cannot invent a Means to eſcape finking into the 
Bowels of 'the Earth where it breaks in, we ought to 
be careleſs and indifferent what Death we die, and 
only ſolicitous to live like Men, that is, according 
to Reaſon. For, whether our Souls ſurvive or no, 
'twill be comfortable to expire in Peace, and full of 


- our own Innocence. 


Paris, 5th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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H&E. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


ERE is now like to be a great Change 
at this Court. Cardinal Mazarini is dead. 


] He died at the Ca/t/e of the Wood of Vin- 
ciennes, on the Ninth of this Moon, ha- 

ving been ſick a long Time. There happened a 
cat Fire at the Louvre, (ſo they call the King's 

alace in this City) about five Weeks ago, which 

obliged the Cardinal, who lodged there at that 


Fime, to remove to his own Houſe. © From 
D 4 whence, 
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whence for the Sake of the Air, he was adviſed by 
his Phyſicians to go to che aforeſaid Caſfle But 
all in vain : For Death, which finds Acceſs into the 
ſtrongeſt F ortreſſes, purſued him thither, and led him 
in 1riumph to the Region of Silence and Forget/ul- 
n i, who made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle in this 
our #7/or ld. ; ; 

It is reported, That a certain 4/r»/7ger foretold 
him, He ſhould die in this Mocr. But the Cardinal 
gave no Crecit to him: | ho' one would think he 
had ſome Reaſon to believe him in this, for the 
Sake of former Prediction of his, concerning the 
Duke of Beaufort. I have mentioned this Prince, 
and the Enmity that was between Mazarimi and 
him, which occaſioned the Duke's Impriſonment in 
the Caſtle of the Wood of Yinciennes, During his 
Reſtraint, the aforementioned 4/ro/oger gave it out, 
in Paris, I hat the Duke ſhould eſcape out of Pri- 
ſon preciſely on ſuch a Day. The Cardinal being 
informed of this, waited till the Day came, de- 
ſigning to puniſh the Afrologer as a Cheat, or, at leaſt, 
to expoſe him as an ignorant Perſon. To which 
End he ſent for him, and npbraiding him with Pre- 
ſumption and Folly, in that tne Day was now come, 
and yet the Duke of Beaufort was ſtil} a Priſoner, 
without any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſca - 
ping, ordered him to be ſent to the Bile. But 
the Aftroleger addreſſing himſelf with much Sub- 
miſſion and Earnefineſs ipoke to this Effect: May 
it pleaſe, ycur Eminence only ta riſpite my Sentence 
till To-morrow, and then hang me, if you do not find 
that I have ſpoke Truth. The Day which I foretoldis 
come indeed, but it is not paſt. A Courier will ſoon con- 
vince you, that I have not ſludied this Science in vain. 
The Cardinal moved with theſe Words, only con- 
fin'd the Afreleger in a Chamber of his own Palace, 
And the next Day be received an Expreſs which 


gave him an Account of the Duke's Eſcape, and the 
OY Manner 
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Manner of it, wiz. | hat on the Lay before, is 
let himſelf down by a i adder of Kopes into «© © 
Caſtle Ditch, and was no more to be cen of (ea. | 
of. Thus the 4/roleger eſcaped the Cardinal's Re- 
venge, and got much Fame at the Court, which was 
increas'd by the Cardinal's Death, falling out exattiy 
according to h's Prediction. 

This Miniſter was a very ſubtle \'an ; and Car- 
dinal Richlieu as'd to ſay of him, That of be avere 
minded to put a Trick on the Devil, he would only ſet 
Mazarini to wor Therefore he made him his Con- 
fidant, inſtruQed him in all the Secerts of he French 
Court, the Art of Government, and on hi> Death- 
bed recommended him to the King, as the fitteſt 
Man to ſucceed him in the Management of the 
Publick. He was, after the Death of Lewis XIII. 
at firſt oppoſed by ſeveral Grandees ; but the Queen's 
Authority, and that of the Prince of C nde, ſup- 

rted him: Whence aroſs a common Proverb in 
thoſe Days, The Queen permits All, the Cardinal com- 
mands All, and the Prince puts All in Execution: For 
this laſt had the Office of General, 4 

This Miniſter was not eſteem'd ſo Covetous as his 
Predeceſſor; yet he heap'd up vaſt Treaſures; Part 
of which he beſtow'd in magnificent Buildings and 
Furniture; the reſt he ſent inte Italy to his Father; 
who, aſtoniſhed at the prodigious Quantities of Gold 
he receiv'd, us d to ſay, Sure it rains Money in France 
However, he made himſelf odious to the Subjects 
of this Nation, by his continual Oppreſſions; and 
they are glad he is gone. 
Lis a By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to 

ſay, Now the Dog is dead, all hi: Malice is buried with 
bim. But I doubt it will not prove true in the 
Court of France, at this Juncture. For the King will 
either find a Miniſter equa} in Subtilty to the de- 
ceas'd Cardinal, who ſhall ſupply his Place; or, he 
will take the Adminiſtration of Affairs into bis 

— D 5 own 


"4 CO iron hmmm. ————__— 3 ů ů —__rc___ 


— 1 


53 Lerrzns Hrit by Vol. VI. 


own Hands. Be it which Way it will, we are like 
to ſee the ſame Maxims purſued, ſo long as Car- 
dinal Richlieus Memoirs are in Being, who firſt 
taught this Crown to underſtand its own Strength. 


Paris, 14th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


that ever livid. Now I will i 
Paſſages which I omitted in my Letter to that Ve- 


LETTER IL 


To the Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


Have ſent a Diſpatch to the Mufti, acquainting 
him with the Death of Cardinal Maxarini, 


Friſt Miniſter of State, and hg Favourite 
orm thee of ſome 


nerable Prelate. It is neceſſary for me thus to diſtri- 


bute my Intelligence, with a due Reſpect to the dif- 
ferent Quality of my Superiors. 


Thou, I tuppoſe, wilt require ſome Account of 


- bis Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch a Character 


as may render this great Genius familiar to thy Know) 


ledge. | 
fie ſeem'd to place his chief Happineſs in ag- 
E his Maſter, whom he ſerv'd with a Zeal 
pure and diſintereſted, a Loyalty fo uncorruptible, 


and by ſuch r:gu/ar Methods of Prudence and Poli- 


cy; as if in his Days, uothing were to be counted 
Virtue or Vice, but what either favour'd or op- 


8 the King of France's Intereſt. He was of a. 
a 


ppy Conſtitution for a Courtier, being by Nature 
debonair, complaiſant, affable, and of a ſweet De- 
portment. Yet, Experience and Art taught him 
to improve theſe Advantages, to the Heighth of 
Diſlumulation, You ſhould ſee Courteſy extra- 
, ordinary 
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ordinary Goedneſs 22 every Feature of his 
Face; you * hear Words breathing from his 
Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. Yet: 
at the ſame Time, his Heart gave the Lye to both. 
He meant nothing leſs, than that a Man, ſhould find. 
him as good as his Word. He was ever ready to 
promiſe any Thing that was demanded of him: But 
an Performance, ſlow, and full of Excuſes; Frugal of 
his Prince's Vioney, and Liberal of his own: Magni- 
ficent in his Buildings, and the Furniture belonging 
to them; aiming in all Things to exceed other Men, 
his Equals, and in ſome, to ſurpaſs, even mighty 
Princes, his Superiors. In a Word, He was accom- 
Pliſh'd with all Qualifications requiſite in a fortunate 
Courtier, and a good Stateſman. 
Vet, after all, this Sublime Genius yielded to 
Death: But not like common Mortals. He died al- 
together like Himſelf, without ſo much as changing 
that ſettled Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as: 
has been Remarkable during his Life. He made the 
King Heir of his Eſtate, and bequeath'd Abundance- 
of Legacies. | 

To ſay all in Brief: If he was great in his Life, he 
was much more ſo in his Death; mingling his laſt 
Breath with the Sighs and Tears of tne King, who 
lamented his Departure with the Mourning of a Sen 
for a Father. 


Paris, 26th of the zd Moon, . 
of the Year 1661. 


LETTER 
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To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 


a very remote Part of the Earth. Our Coufin 
ouf ſe nt it from Afiracan, a famous City for Traf- 
fick, formerly belonging to the Crim Tartars, but 
now in Poſtefſion of the Muſcowvites, He has been 
there a conſiderable Time, finding Profit by Mer- 
chandize : For, the e is a vaſt Reſort to that City 
from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, Muſccuy, and other 
Provinces of Europe and Aa. The Roads to it, 
are daily cover'd with the Caravans of Trading 
People. And the River Volga can hardly ſuſtain 
the innumerable Multititude of Veſſels that tranſ- 

ort Paſſengers with their Goods backwards and 
oru ards between Aftracan and the Regions round 
about the Ca/jiun Sea, into which that mighty River 
diſcharges itleif | | | 
Touf is "ey and has pitch'd upon ſome ad- 


Y Eſterday a Diſpatch came to my Hand from 
1 


vantageous Way of enriching himſel', which tempts 
him to tak@up his Abode in that City, and there end 
his Travels or at leaſt, he will repoſe himſelf there, 
"till Fortune preſents him with a fairer Opportunity 
of encreaſing his Wealth. 

In the mean Time, I perceive by his Letter, That 
he gets Money apace, and lives happily, and has 
the Wit to keep himielf free from the Yoke of Mar- 
riage, which embarraſs d him ſo much formerly. He 
ſoon put that troubleſome Vie out of his Mind, 
after he had divorc'd her; and he never fail'd to 
gratify himſelf with new Amours, where-ever he 
came in his Travels. He writes very comically, 
and I can't forbear {miling, wken he tells me, ; e 

as 
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has had as many Concubines as the Grand Seignior. 
By which thou wilt perceive, that %u is much ad- 
dicted to Gallantry. He frankly confeſſes, That he 
firſt learn'd this Mode, of loving, at large, in Per- 
fia, eſpecially at 1 7 where he ſays, tis a 
Mark of Honour for a Man to be good at intriguing 
with the Ladies: And he is called a Turk, by Way 
of Diſgrace, who frequents not every Evening the 
Gardens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs But 
he adds, That in India, the Liberty of Courting Wo- 
men is much greater. And that the very Nature of 
that Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion In 
a Word, our Amorous Kinſman retains the ſame Hu- 
mour ſtill. * | ; 
Yet this does not hinder him from proſecuting 
his neceſſary Affairs, with Diligence and and Alacrity. 
He diſpatch'd a Bnſineſs for me at Archangel! in 
. Ruſſia, and another at Moſcow, very dextrouſly. 
Which convinces me, That he is not leſs ſedulous 
and careful in Things which concern himſelf. He 
ſays, the Mu/ſcovites are the greateſt Drunkards in 
the World. | heir chief and moſt beloved Liguor 
is, what the French call, The Water of Life. is 
a Chymical Drink, extracted from the Lee of Wine, 
or other ſtrong Beverages: Such as thou knoweſt 
is common among the Greet, Armenians, and Franks, 
in the Levant, When the Muſcovites are once got 
into a Houſe where this Maar is ſold, and are 
a little warm'd and elevated with it, they will not 
depart till all their Money is gone : Nay, they will 

wn their very Garments from their Backs in a 
rolick, rather than want their Doſe of this ine- 
brating Stuff, and go out ſtark naked in the 
coldeſt Weather, that is, fall aſleep in the open 
Streets, and yet are ne'er the worſe for it when 
they awake, but go to their daily Work with the 
greater Ardour. For, tis only the common Peo- 
ple aze guilty of this Extravagance, As for the 
Gentry 
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Gentry and Nobility, they are more cloſe and reſery*d 
in their drunken Debauches. 
The Mu/covites, according to the Character he 
ives me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſh'd 
Peo le; ſurly to one another, and extremely rugged. 
to Strangers. They deſpiſe all other Nations in the 
World, and ſay, tis impoſſible for any Man to go to 
Heaven, who has not a Maſcovite Soul in him. They 
profeſs-the Chrifian Religion, and were formerly of 
the Greek Church ; but now they have ſeparated them- 
ſelves, and ſet up a Patriarch of their wn; to whom 
ſo great a Veneration is paid, that the Emperor him- 
rocks his Stirrup when he mounts on Horſe- 
ck. 
Brother, I defire thee to ſpeak advantageouſly of 
Tauf, to the IIluſtrious Kerker Haſſan, and to the 
other Baſſa's of the Bench. He will be a ſervice- 
able Man to the Grand Seignior, if encouraged by 
ſome Place of Honour and Profit. I wiſh 1 could 
ſay the ſame of. our Cou/iz Solyman, But he is too 
wiſe in his own Conceit. | 
Dear Pefteli, excuſe my Abruptneſs ; for my Hours 
are divided between the Service I owe to the Sultan, 
and the Affection I bear my Friends. 
Paris, i Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


®. 
4 


LETTER IV. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, 
and Penſioner to the Sultan. 


Have keard of thy Fame, and the Manner of thy 
Cons eſſion to the Law brought down from Hea- 
wen: How that from a Chriſtian Prieſt, thou art be- 


come a Muſſulman Abdalla, that is, a Believer and 
| * Servant . 
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Servant of the True God. May thy Reward, both 
here and hereafter, be according te thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion : For Hypo- 
crites are neither table to GOD nor Man; 
yet moſt Men are proſelyted for Intereſt, Fear, or 
other Human Regards. And in the Senſe of the 
Chriſtians thou know'ſt a Renegado and a Villain. 
are reciprocal Terms. | | 
The inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude, tempt 
many to embrace Circumcifion, which at once ſets 
em free, and often puts them in a Condition to mend 
their Fortunes, and live more happily than did, 
even before they were Captives: Whilſt Ambition 
and Avarice, are prevailing Motives with others in 
more proſperous Circumſtances to be of the Grand 
Signior's Religion, that ſo they may riſe in his Fa- 
vour, and obtain ſome conſiderable Preferment at 
the Court, or Office in the Army ; like the ancient 
Melchites among the Chriſtians, who were fo call'd 
becauſe they always proſeſs d the Faith of the Græ- 
cian Emperor, without examining whether it was 
Orthodox or no, A Sort of Reli gious Paraſites, who 
- would be an Thing to ſerve their own Intereſt, and 
adore the Devil himſelf, provided their Sovereign 
ſhew'd em an Example | 
Yet after all, there are ſome who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, oaly compell'd thereto 
by the Dint of Exalted Reaſon, and Motives of 
Virtue. Such as theſe are — Men, Per- 
ſons of bold Spirits, who dare call in Queſtion 
the Traditions of their Fathers, examine the Prin- 
ciples in which they were Educated, diſpute every 
— and bring all to the Standard ct Natural 
ruth. | 
| I rejoice to hear that thou art one of this Cha- 
rafter, and not in the Number of Counterfeits or 
Bigots : For each bring no Credit to the Religion 
they emb1 ace, but rather a Scandal. Yet the Arms "= 
2 
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the munificent Port are open to receive all who pro- 
feſs that GOD is One, and that Mahomet is his 
Apoſtle; leaving the Scrutiny of their Intention, to 
Him who ſearches the Heart 
Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of 
doing Good. Put it to a right Uſe. Convince the 
Trfidels, whom thou haſt foriaken, of their Errors; 
confirm the True Believers, in the Faith without 
Blemiſh. | 
Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and thine own 
Exemplary Life, which laſt' will prevail above Ten 
Thouſand Eloquent Sermons. | 
In a Word, hew thyſelf a true and faithful Fol- 
lower of the Prophet on Earth, and GOD will tran- 
ſlate thee to his Company in Paradiſe ; where Mofes 
will Introduce thee, 7% will Entertain thee with 
Joy, and all the 124,000 Prophets will Welcome thee 
to the Pleaſures which know no End. "4h 


Paris, 21ſt of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 


LETTER V. 
To the Mufti. 
E are apt to admire ſome ſtrange Paſſages 


which we find recorded in ancient Hiſtory, 
and whoſe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal 
to prove: Yet we flight the Miracles which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Fact, which no- 
Body can contradict. Whence this ſhould proceed, 
I know not; unleſs it be from a natural Kind of 
Drowſinefs in the Soul, common to the greateſt | 
Part of Men ; like the Sleep of thoſe, who cannot 
ſo ſoon be awaken'd by the loudeſt Noiſe they are 
accuſtom'd 
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accuſlom'd to, as by ſoft and ſtill Leas of a ſtrange 
Dream : So we regard not the Things to which we 
are daily habituated, tho" in themſelves never ſo pro- 
digious; whilſt we ſtartle, and are amazed at the 
moſt ordinary Relations of Antiquity, only becauſe 
they are Novel to us, and we were not Eye wit- 
neſſes of the Things themſelves. 

I formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sultans 
Phyſician, wierein I mentioned ſeveral Phyſica x 
of Arabia, who, in paſt Ages, were eminent. for 
ſome remarkable Cures But, I tell thee, not one 
of them could match the King of France's Succeſs in 
Curing an Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call 
The RING EVIL. The general Symptoms of this 
Malady, are certain Swelling in the Face, Neck, or 
other Parts of the Body ; ſometimes accompanied 
with Blindneſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſs, and other Im- 
perfections. Thoſe who are troubled with this Di- 
ſerſe, flock to the King's Court at certain Seaſons of 
the Year, and being introduced into his Preſence, he 
only touches the Part affected with his Hand, and an 
infallible Cure follows. 

They ſay, This Gift has been inherent in the 
Kings of France for mauy Generations : And the 
Prieſts magnify it as a great Miracle. But, I tell 
thee, all the Prodigy, in my Opinion, lies in the 
Strength of. the People's Imagination, which thou 
knoweſt works half the Cure, in many Diſtempers. 
The Prieſts ſtand by the King, whilſt he touches the 
Sick: They repeat their Gofpe/, and ule certain 
Prayers and Exorciſms, being veſted all in White, 
like Magicians. Theſe Ceremonies are performed with 
Al undance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an Awe into 
the credulous Patients. And, to render the Buſi- 
neſs yet more Myſterious, whereas other Phyſicians 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal #/culapius 
beſtows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 
touches, which they are oblig'd to wear * _ 
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Necks as long as they live. Now whether the Charm 
lies in the Gold, or the King's Touch, or the Prayers 
and Ceremonies of the Prieſts, or finally, in the Pa- 
tient's Fancy, it matters not much. This is certain, 
that Thoufands who come to the King's Feet, very 
much diſorder'd by this Evil, find a ſenſible Altera- 
tion in their Bodies, before they depart from his 
Preſence ; and in a few Hours, or Days at moſt, are 
fectly recovered. 

Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magical 
or Phyſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be, 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone ſo much 
talk d of; and deliver d it down to their Poſterity, as 
a Part of the Reyal Inheritance ; which enables the 
preſent King to do ſo many prodigious Things both 
at Home and Abroad, in Peace and in War, beſides 
his Part in Curing this Sickneſs. I am no Reficrucian, 
nor very fond or credulous of Miracles; yet, I often 
wonder at the Treaſures of this Monarch, which ap- 
pear Inexhauſtible. But, the Ways of Kings are "4 
cret, and he of France is ſingular in his myſterious 
Methods of growing Rich and Great. Neither do 
all his Magnificent Expences ſeem to diminiſh his 
Wealth. The King of Sweden has been his Penſioner 
ever fince. he began to Reign: And Millions of 
French Gold, are diſperſed among the German Prin- 
Ces. 5 
Theſe Things cauſe his Subjects to deſcant vari- 
ouſly. But I refer them to thy oraculous Judgment, 
whoſe ſingle Tz/ta is of Ten Thouſand Times more 
Worth, than the Decrees of a French Parliament. 


Paris, 3d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. | 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 

| Sidon. 

N O WI will vent Holy Things, and what the 
| Divinity ſhall inſpire. The World was in 
Weeds when Ho/ain the Prophet was ſlain, and the 
Moon put on her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels 
of Perſia, Arabia, and 2 were heard in the 
Dead of the Night: Their Sound reach'd to the 
Third Heaven : The Shepherd: ran to the Heighths of 
the Earth, to diſcover the Occaſion of ſo much 
Noiſe. The Centinels of Forts and Caftler gave the 
Alarm, and the Men of War took held of the Sword, 
the Bow, and the Spear. The Tygris overflow d its 
Banks, and Diarbetir became a' Lake. A dark Body 
of Clouds o'er-caſt the Sky, and pour'd forth Thun- 
der, Lightning and Hail. Fire ran all along on the 
Sands of the Deſarts, and the Air was all in a Flame. 
Horror poſſeſſed the Minds of Mortals, and the An- 
gels themſelves were Uneaſy. The Beafts of the 
F ields ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dragons 
were touch'd with Remorſe : Only the more veno- 
mous Ky/i/baſchi ſwell'd with Pride: The Poiſon of 
Murther and Hereſy had puffed up their Souls: They 
and their Pofterity are accurſed to this Day, and to 
the Hour of the irrevocable Sentence. 

O Santone, Great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt 
abandoned the Shadow of this World, and ſeparated 
thyſelf from the Contagion of Mortals ! I revere 
the Majeſty of thy Sublime Soul, the Intelle& 
ranging at Liberty. Thou daily gathereſt Flowers 
from the Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 
enjoyeſt the Sweets of Paradiſe. . would lay 


down their Crowns to taſte of thy Pleaſures, nf 
| | "* they 
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they but know them ; aud exchange all the Glory of 
Empires for one Morient of thy Unſpeakable Bliſs. 
Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Darling of 
the & onaren Ommniportent ! | Ws 
Where ever thou lieft down, whether by Day, or 
by Nigii, the Watches above ſtand ready with 
Umnilreilla's to ſkreen tuce irom the ſcorching Beams of 
the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and the Stars, 
and from ail Jrjuries of Weather. The Elements go 
out of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all Nature 
eſpouſes thy Intereſt. e 
Ihe Merch ant hires a Thouſand Camels, and loads 
them with the choiceſt Riches of the Levant, He 
endi'res ail the ratigue of a long and dangerous 
Travel chro' Syria, Arabia, and Perſia; runs the 
Riſque of K obbers, iſeaſes, and Ten Thouſand Me- 
thods of Dea h: And, after all his Hazards and 
Pains, is not haif fo H-ppy, nor fo Rich as thou, 
who aboundeſt in Every Thing, becauſe thou deſi- 
reſt Nothing which thou haſt not, or that is Unne- 
ceſſary. Ihe Floughmen labour for thee in the 
Field, and fo do the Artificers in the City. The 
Noble and the Vulgar are thy Purveyors, and the 
Greatcſt Sowerreigns pay Tribute to thee, Every 
Houle is thy Home, and they count themielves 
happy, under whoſe Roof thou vouchſafeſt to fl-ep 
They are really ſo ; for Benediftien accompanics 
the Perfect Man in all his Way, and the Favours of 
Heaven overtake them that ſhew Kindneſs to kim, 
- Thou art Lord of other Men's Eftates, and every 
Man's Field is thy Inheritance. Thou er joyeſt the 
Riches of the World, without being tainted with the 
Vices that attend em, and receiveſt Immortal Aſ- 
ſurances and Seals of the future Glory, in the Life 
which is to come. Oh, happy Eſtate of the Righteous ! 
Oh, Life to be truly envied ! 
As for me, I'm like a Galley- Slave, chain'd down 
to the Oar, and forc'd to row inceſſantly, * 
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the Maſtcr of the Veſſel commands, So am I ob- 
lig'd to obey the Dictates of my Superiors, whether 
there be Sin in the Caſe or no. I am faſten'd in the 
Cares of this vain World, and the more particular 
Anxieties of State. From all which thou art happily 
free 

Oh, that it were Lawful for me to ſhake off the 
fretting Yoke, and diſentangle my ſelf from the 
Snares of Human Policy ! That I might live like 
the Men of the Firſt Ages, who honour'd the Earth- 
as their common Mother, and made no envious In- 
cloſures ! They ſported innocently on her fragrant 
Boſom, and-never moleſted their Kind Parent, by 
Cruelty to any of her Offspring. They ſuck d 
the Milk of her Breaſts : Her Veins ſtream'd with 
Wine and Honey. They banquetted on Variety 
of excellent Fruits; and no Body thought of Kil- 
ling and Eating his Fellow-Animals. The Birds 
could then range the Air without Fear of the Fow- 
ler; neither did any yawling Hunſman rouze the 
timorous Hare from her Seat. The Roes and the 
Hinds coald ſcamper at Pleaſure over the Plain, 
without being hatter'd to the Mountains and Rocks 
for Sanctuary; neither did any ſly Angler trepan 
the Fiſh the Rivers. As for the Sea, 'twas 
then Unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventur'd 
—_ that perfidious Element, or found out the 

ſe of Ships. There was in thoſe Days, no Fo- 
reign Commerce or Traffick, or any Need of it. 
Every Region ſupply'd its Inhabitants with what 
was Uſeful and Neceſla y ; And thoſe temperate 
Mortals deſir d no more. They liv'd without irre- 
| roo Appetites, free from Ambition, Fraud, and 


This is the Life ſo much deſired by me, and which 
thou actually erjoyeſt. GOD augment thy Felicities 
and Raptures, that thou mayeſt paſs from one 
Vifion and Extaſy to another, till Gabriel ſnatch 


thy 
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thy Soul away in a Divine Tranſport, beyond the 
Poſſibility of a Relapſe. 

Holy Santone, whil thou art on Earth, pray for 
me ; and when thou art among the Immortals, do 
me ſome Favour which may laſt for ever. 


Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon. 
of the Year 1661. 
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ET TEX VI. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


Y Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to keep 
Company with all Sorts of People. Hence 
I meifferently aſſociate myſelf with Stateſmen, Sol- 
diers, Courtiers, Prieſts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, Sea- 
men, Perſons of any Profeſſion, from whom I can 
for any Improvement: For, there is hardly ſo 
deſpicable a Fellow in the World, who may not teach 
ar inquiſitive Mind ſomething, to which it was a 
ranger before. | 
Sometimes I converſe with Painters, whom I 
generally find to be Men of Wit and Senſe, but 
very lewd and diſſolute: However, they ſerve to 
divert my Melancholy, to which thou know'ft I 
am much inclin d. For they are the merrieſt 
Sparks in the World, abounding with ſmart Re- 
partees, Jeſts and comical Stories, befides a Hun- 
dred mimical Tricks of good Buffoonry to make one 
laugh; that it is almoſt impoſſible to be fad in their 
Company. ts 
They are moſt of them bred in the Academy, or 
in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pro- 
feſſed : It being in a Manner neceſſary, That Men 
of this Trade ſhould have a Smack of all Sorts of 


Learning, 
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Learning, and eſpecially, that they ſhould be indif- 
ferent good Hiſtorians; they being many Times 
deſired to repreſent Pieces of antique and modern 
Hiſtory, without a Pattern. They have a very fa- 
cetious Way alſo of telling a Story to the Life, as 
well as of drawing it ſo in Picture. The would 
diſſolve the moſt ſtiff and moroſe Haag? into Laughter . 
and Jollity, to hear how gracefully they will ridi- 
cule the molt ſerious Matters, and turn every Thing 
_ Burleſque : For they are admirable Satyrifts by 

ature. 1 

Yet theſe are not all alike, but differ in their 
Tempers like other Men. Some of them are Proud 
and Stately, others Fawning and Abject: And all of 
them great wan ns | 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemſtirk, a fa- 
mous Painter, that was born at a Village of the 
fame Name. He died in the Year of the Chriftians 
Heg yra, 1574. This Man had amaſs'd together in 
his Life-time, a vaſt Quantity of Money; and ha- 
ving no Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his 
own to leave it to, he was reſolved to do ſomething, 
for which he might be talk'd of after his Death. I 
have heard of many dying Men, that have had one 
Caprice er other in making their laſt Vill and Te/- 
tament : But thou wilt ſay, this of Martin's was 
Singular. For, on his Death-bed he bequeath'd all 
his Wealth to be diftributed into equal Dowrres, or 
Portions, wherewith to marry a certain Number of 
Maids of Heemſtirk, his Birth-place, Yearly, on 
this Condition, That the New-married Couple, 
with all the Wedding-gueſts, ſhould dance on his 
Grave. | 

It is neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince his 
Death there has been a great Alteration of Religion 
in thoſe Parts: The Inhabitants, which in his Time 
were Roman Catholicks, are now all Proteftants. 
And at the Time of this Change or Reformation, as 


they 
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they call it, it was the general Practice of the Pro- 
teſlanti, to demoliſh all the Images and Croſſes wherever 

y found 'em. Now, it was the Cuſtom of the 
Reman Catholicks to ſet up a Croſi at the End of every 
Sepulchre of the Dead Yet, ſo great a Veneration 
have the Hern tir lers for the Memory of this Painter, 
that whereas there is not a C/ to be ſeen ſtanding in 
all the Country beſides; yet his, being of Braſs, re- 
mains untouch d, as the only Title their Daughters 
can ſhew to his Legacy. 

*T was a more cruel and inhuman Caprice of an 
Ttalian Painter (I think is Name was. Giotto) who 
deſigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedled 
a poor Man to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a Cro/s, 
for an Hour, at the End of which he ſhould be re- 
leas'd again, and receive a conſiderable Gratuity for 
bis Pains But inftead of this, as ſoon as he had 

him faſt on the Caſi, he ſtabb d him dead, and then 
fell to Drawing. He was eſteem'd the greateſt Ma- 
feer in all Italy at that Time. And having this Ad- 
vantage, of a dead Man hanging on. a Creſi before 
him, there's no Queſtion, but he made a Matchleſs 
Piece of Work on't. | 2 | 
As ſoon as he had finiſh'd his P;Fure, he carried 
it to the Pope, who was aſtoniſh'd, as at a Prodigy 
of Art, highly extolling the Exquiſitneſs of the 
Features and Limbs, the languiſhing, pale Deadneſs 
of the Face, the unaffected Sinking of the Head: 
In a Word, He had drawn to the Life, not only 
that Privation. of Senſe, and Motion, which we 
call Death; but alſo the very Want of the Vital 
Symptom. | 

This is better underſtood than expreſſed. Every 
Body knows, that it is a Maſter-pie-e to repreſent a 
Paſſion or a Thought, well and naturally. Much 
greater is it, to deicribe the total Abſence of theſe in- 
terior Faculties, io as to diſtinguiſh the Figure of a 
Dead Man, from one that is only Aſleep. 7 
| et 
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Vet all this, and much more, could the Pope diſ- 
cern in the amirable Draught which Giotto pre- 
ſentel him. And he liked it ſo well, that ke reſolved 
to place it over the Altar of his own Chappel: For 
thou knoweſt, this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, 
to adore Pictures and Images. Giotto to d him, Since 
he liked the Copy ſo well, he woll ſhew him the 
Original if he pleaſed. ; | 

hat doſt 145 mean by the Original, ſaid the 
Pope ? Wilt thou ſhew me Jeu, Chriſt on the Cres 
in his own Perſon ? No, replied Ciolta, btt I'll ſnew 
your Holiaeſs the Original from whence I drew this, 
if you will abſolve me from all Puniſhment. _.. 
The good Old Father, ſuſpecting ſomething extra- 
ordinary, by the Painter's thus capitu lating with hin, 
romiſed on his Word, to pardon him. Which G47 
lieving, immediately told kim where it was: And 
attending him to the Place, as ſoon as they were en- 
ter'd, he drew a Curtain b.ck, which hung before 


the dead Man on the Croſs, and told the Pope what 


he had done. $201 111 

The Holy Father, extremely troubled at ſo in- 
human and barbarous an Action, repeal'd his Pro- 
miſe, and told the Painter, he (hoald ſurely be put to 
an Examplary Death. 

Giotto {ceming reſign d to the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd upon h m, only begg d leave to finiſh the 
Picture bend he died; which was granted him. 
In the mean while, a Guard was ſet upon him to 
prevent his Eicape. As ſoon as the Pope had caus d 
the Picture to be delivered into his Hands, he takes 
a Bruſh, and dipping it into a Sort of Stuff he had 
ready for that t urpoſe, daubs the Pidtrre all over 
with it, ſo that nothing could now be ſeen of the 
Crucifix ; but it was quite effaced in all outward Ap- 


nce, - 
This made the Pepe ſtark mad: He flamp'd, 
foam'd and rav'd Ike _ in a Frenzy. He ſwore 
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the Painter ſhould ſuffer the moſt cruel Death that 

could be invented, unleſs he drew another full as 

good as the former ; for, if but the leaſt Grace was 

miſſing, he would not pardon him: But, if he could 
oduce an exact Parallel, he would not only give 
im his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. 

The Painter, as he kad Reaſon, deſir d this under 
the Pope's Signet, that he might not be in Danger 
of a Second Repeal; which was granted him. And 
then he took a wet Sponge, and wiped off all the 
Varniſh he had daub'd on the Picture. And the 
Crucifix appear d the ſame in all Reſpects as it was 
before. | 

The Pepe, who look'd upon this as a great Secret. 
being ignorant of the Arts which Painters uſe, was 
raviſh'd at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis. And, to 
regard the Painter's treble Ingenuity, he abſolved 
him from all his Sins, and the Punithments due to 
them; ordering moreover his Steward to cover the 
Picture all over with Gold, as a farther Gratuity for 
the Painter. And they ſay, his Crucifix is the Ori - 
ginals, by which the moſt famous Cruci fixes in Europe 
are drawn. | | 

I need make no other Reflection on this, than, 
That as the ſuppoſed Murther of Jes, the Son of 
Mary, is the Source of all the Chr;/ftians Devotion; 
fo the real Homicide which this Painter committed, 
has made it more intenſe and fervent, by how much 
the Crucifixes drawn after the Pattern, excel all the 
were ſeen before them, in the Tragical Portraiture of 
the Martyr'd M:/as. 

And for this Reaſon it is, That Painters are in 
ſo great Eſteem among the 7ta/ians, becauſe they 
form the Gods which thoſe Hfdelt adore. It is no 
Wonder therefore, That the chief Head of their 
Church, ſhould ſo eaſily abſolve Murther in a Pain- 
ter, as a venial Sin, eſpecially when it is done in 
Ordine ad Deum, as the Jeſuits ſay, that is, to a 
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mote God's Glory, as the Pope eaſily perſuaded him - 
ſelf this was; fince Holatry is the main Engine 
which ſupports the State and Grandeur of the Roman 
Court. And all the World knows, that Holy City is 
the Type of Heaven; or at leaft, the crafty Prieſts 
would fain repreſent it ſo. 

My Friend, Thou and I have ſeen enough of their 
Tricks, and holy Frauds, in Siciſy. Praife be to 
God, they have no Power to Pervert us. Our Faith 
remains inviolate: We ftill poſſeſs the Integrity 
of Muſſulmans, the Native Attach we owe to the 
Prophet, who was fent to exterminate /4:h. Ina 
Word, We Adore none bit One God, Creator of 
all the Worlds May that Incomprehenfible forever 
keep us is the ſame Faith and Practice, till. the 
Releaſe of our Souls, h | 


Paris, 13th of te gth Moon, 
| of the Near 1601. 


LETTER VIII. 


To Lub ano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
| Knight. 


HIS Court is now at Fontainbleau, and all 

| ſeems to be diſſolv'd in Joy for the Birth of a 
Dauphin. The Queen was deliver'd of this young 
Prince on the firſt Day of this Moon. There's nothing 
but Feaſting, Dancing, and 2 on this Account, 
with Bonfires, and congratulatory Addreſſes. Only the 
Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
ſon to be over merry, ſince he was the next pre- 
ſumptive Heir of the Crown, in Caſe the King died 
without Iſſur Male: For the Laws of France ex- 
clude a Female from Reigning. Yet, this Duke 
E 2 diſſembled 


— 
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diſſembles his inward, Grief, for being thus put by 
his Hope, and appears as joyful as the Father him- 
ſelf. He hugs and admires the Roya/ Babe, wiſhing 
him Health and Long life in a Compliment, whom 
he really could rather wiſh, out of the World ; or at. 
leaſt that he had never come into it. So violent 
are the Temptations of a Crœaun, fo ſtrong the De- 
fire of Enpire, that the Nearneſs of Relation, which 
endears the reſt of Mortals one to another, eſtrang- 
ges the Hearts of Princes from thoſe of their 
own Blood, if they ſtand in the May of their 
Ambition. And I can aſſure thee, the Freuch do not 
ſpare to ſay, the Duke of Orleans has enough of this 
Vice to attempt great Things, were not his Genius 
over-aw'd by the matchleſs Fortune and Spirit of his 
Brother. | if 
Neither is this King himſelf inſenſible of this; 
remembring wi'h what Warmth the Duke received 
the flattering Addi eſſes of ſome Courtiers, during 
his Brother's dangerous Sickneſs, when the Phyſi- 
cians had well-mgh” given him over for a dead 
Man. E is 
I was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by 
O/min the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions of 
this Cort. He tells me, That the King being in- 
formed a Rumour was whiſpered among the Granders 
of his Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, and 
to through his Chamber, whilſt the Curtains 
of his Bed were drawn open, that they might ſee 
their Sovereign alive, tho' in a, had State of Health. 
He ſays moreover, that the tre Reaſon why ſe- 
veral Lords of late have been moved from their 
Offices about the King, is, becauſe he reſented ill 
the too early and paſſionate Court they made to the 
Duke of Orleans, on tie Report of his Brother's 
Death is natural to all Men to love themſelves, 
and to deſire the Diſpoſal of their own Affairs. No 
Man would be content to have his Eſtate given 
| 6 | away 
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away by his Servants, at their own Diſeretion. And 
Sovereign Monarchs are the moſt jealous of all'Men, 
in ſuch Caſes: Particularly, the King of France is 
known to be a Prince very ſenfible of his Honour, 
and ſoon touch'd in that Point, by the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Diſreſpect ia his Subjects, and of Incroah- 
ment in his Neighbon rs 
As for the Duke of Orleans, he is a Prince of no 
at Character, either as a Soldier, or a Stateſman : 
ither has he been much talk'd of in the World, 
tlf the Beginning of this Year, when he married an 
Englih Princeſs. by Name Henrietta, Daughter to 
the late murd:r'd King of that Nation. | | 
We have had another Match here alſo, between 
the late Duke of Orleans Daughter, and the Prince 
of Tu/tany. Theſe Things occaſion various Diſ- 
courſe among thoſe who pretend to weigh exactly 
the different Intereſt of Chriſtian Courts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are concerned in the New Alliances. For 
the _ Monarchs here in the Ve, marry only 
for Profit and Advantage, to fortify themſelves by 
a cloſer Union with the Houſe to which they are 
Allied: Whereas our Eaffern Princes only indulge 
their Paſlions in the Choice of their Wives; admit- 
ting none to their Embraces, but the moſt exqui- 
ſite Beauties that can be found. And where they 
once pitch their Fancy, they neither regard Riches, 
Honour, or any other Recommendation, ſave what 
their Love ſuggeſts; being themſelves ine xhauſtible 
Fountains of Wealth, Nobility, and good For- 
tune, to all who have the Happineſs to be in their 
Favour. | | N 
They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and proſtitute the 
Glory of their Diad:m to a Foreign Prince, ſor the 
Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble, with 
a proud Female, whom perhaps they never ſaw. 
Yet this is the common Practice among the Princes 
of the Nazarene Belief ; who conſider not, that in- 
E 3 ſtead 
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ſtead of a Wife, a Partner of the Empire, and a 
Friend; they often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, and 
Enemy : Eſpecially, if ſhe be a Woman of Wit and 
Intrigue, as moſt of them are. This made the now 
8 the ** — — XIII. 75 | 
her ; t t Queen of France 
8 under the like Circumſtances: And it will be 
always ſo, where Princes match themſelves after 
this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives from 
holding a ſeeret Correſpondence with the Family 
from which they deſcend. NF 
Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moſt refi- 
ned and ſecere of any in the World; our Religion 
moſt Holy, and our Morals moſt Sound. Which 
I hree are evident Signs, that GOD has raiſed up this 
Sacred Empire to ſubdue all the Nations on Earth, 
and bring em to the Faith of his Divine Unity. 


| Paris, gth of the v1th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


: 
> 


LETTER IX. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Signior. . 


I 


AM now in. my Chamber, by a glowing Fire, 


- wanting Nothing that can comfort a reaſonable 
an: Whilſt 1 hear the Winds whiſtling, the 
Snow driving upon the Windows, and the hollow 
Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little leſs 
Cold, than that laſting one they feel in the Arcttic 
Circle once a Year Yet I wiſh my ſelf on a Plain, 
or on the Top of ſome high Mountain, where I 
might feel Nature in the moſt rigid of all her Hu- 
mours, - 
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mours. I love Variety, aud tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleaſure itſelf, when tis all of one Kind, or 
what I am uſed to. | 
'Tis to thee, my dear Heli, I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking toge- 
ther in the Czmetery of Sultan Solyman's Moſque, That 
Man is made far all Things. | - 
I remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſan 
with which you explain d your Sentiments, upon a 
Loſs which 1 had then ſuſtain d by Ship-wreck ; com- 
forting me with this Reflections, That all the Gains 
on Earth are only Burdens : All the Riches, Ho- 
nours, Pleaſures, and whatſoever is defired by Mor- 
tals, are but ſo many Clogs to tie us faſter to this lit- 
tle, narrow Globe, which we are born to trampie on 
as our Footſtool, | : 
All this is true: But I conſider farther, That the 
Occurrences of this Life ought to be received with 
Indifference, and we be as chearful in a 
Priſon as in a Palace; becauſe Nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks, 
I could go freely to Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as 
to a ſumptuous Banquet. I could at the Ma- 
lice of my Proſecutors, and triumph over the vain 
Executioners, when I ſee them ſweat at their inhu · 
man Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a 
Soul caſt into ſuch a Mould as mine, whatever they 
may do with my Body. 'Tho' they excruciate me 
with a Tho Inventions of Cruelty, tho" they 
reduee me to Aſhes, yet they cannot rob me of my 
Reaſon. Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor 
any other Inſtrume it of barbarous Rage, can hurt 
my Thoughts. I ſhall ſtill have the Power of Me- 
ditating, in ſpite of them all: And I eſteem that the 
cifick Happineſs of a rational Creature. There's 
no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure. or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire ; 
I've graſped hot W in the Palm of my 
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Hand with which I now write. The devouring 
Element ſoon faſten'd on my Skin, and eat its Way 
tt rough into my Fleſh, whilſt I was buſy in con- 
templating its Nature and Effects, without being con- 
cernd in any enſe of Pain. I kept a tight Rein, 
and curb'd my Soul. I held it wi hin Compaſs, and 
would not ſuffer it to winch, or laſh, or flounce out 
of its ſelf, or deſcend into my Body, to reſcue the Part 
affected, or be concern'd at its Grievances. But, 
when I reflected on the Inconveniences that might 
follow, and that it would hinder me from ſerving the 
Grand Seignier and my Friends, I threw the Coals 
away, well fatisfy'd, That I had made the Experi- 
ment without prejudicing my Reaſon, or falling into 
any Paſſion unbecoming a Man. 5774 
take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in Eating 
or Drinking ; in Labour, as in Reſt; in Watching, 
as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does not afford me as much Delight as 
Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean itſelf. I find a 
Guſt is every Thing that happens to me. And this 
J take to be the proper Part of a Muſu/man, or of 
one Reſign'd to G B. pes 4473, 6 df 
vet this hinders me not from buſtling in the World, 
and proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacrity and ſome 
Eagerneſs. We are born for Action, and not wholly 
for Thought. Tis a mix d Life we are to lead on 
Farth. But when I fail of my End or defir'd Succeſs 
in any Uncertaking, I am not troubled, conſidering 
I was born to encounter. Evil as well as Good in this 
mondr_Tae.” e ef K 
In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to the 
celebrated Apathy of the teich; I feel Pleaſure and 
Pain from the ſame Objects which thus affect other 
Men; 7 — — with Indifference, not ſuffer- 
ing my Underſtanding and Judgment to participate 
a my Paſſion and Senſe. * 4 2 


I 
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I have perceiv'd' my ſelf ſometimes in Agonies, 
which I thought exactly anſwered the Character of 
thoſe which dying Perſons feel. And I believe they 
were in a Degree the very fame : Yet I found no 
nic Fears upon me, no Dread of that Amazing 
Change: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young, 
tender, ſpringing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts 
of a new Life * unavoidable Effect of that which 
we call Death, wherein I promiſed my ſelf the Plea- 
{ure of freſh Enjoy ments and Diverſions, to which 
E was wholly then a Stranger. 8 

If thou thinkeſt this too extravagant, and that 
Death is not a proper Object of our Wiſhes, yet thou 
wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us with 
ſufficient Arguments of Content and Acquieſcence, 
ſince no Man can avoid it, and it is ſo ſure to en- 
tertain us with Novelties, which we never were ac- 
quainted with before, which recommends it under 
a very deſirable Figure, becauſe Human Nature per- 
petually covets New 'Things. 1 © 264 

I have ſeen Perſons condemned to Death here in 
Paris, who have been offered Life upon certain Con- 
ditions no agreeing with their Humour: yet have 
refuſed it, and rather choſe Death, which they knew 
would free 'em at once from all their preſent Trou- 
bles. And thou knoweſt with what Reſignation our 
_ Greateſt Baſa's ſubmit their Necks to the Executi- 
oners, when the Grand Signior thinks fit to call for: 
their Lives. All that they reply to the fatal Mam late 
is, The Will of my Sobereigu Lord be dine. They 
at once gather up all the Strength. of their ſcattered 
Reaſon, and ſhrink their di/ated Souls to a Point. 
Then with a redoubled Force, they ſhake off their 
Inclinations to Honeurs, Riches, and the Plcaſares 
of this Liſe, as a Man rouzes from a long Dream 
or Trance. With Smiles, and a profound Submiſ- 
fion they kiſs the Royal Firme, being awken'd to the 
Thoughts of more [ludriou and Serene Joys, than 
AQ 4 | 5 this 
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this. groſs Earth affords, even to the ineffable Plea- 
ſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe that die in 
Obedience and Peace: Since they are to be efteem'd 
rs, as well as thoſe who meet Death in the Field 

of the ſacred Combat, in the War for our Holy Faith. 
Oh! That it were my Lot, thus to expire in Ho- 
nour, to have my laſt Breath mixed with the devout 
Aſpirations: and Su s of True Belivucts, that ſo 
my Example might edify others, and the publick 


Character of an untainted Loyalty might benefit my- 


ſelf : Whilſt Fame proclaimed. it m—_ Arrival at 
the Inviſible Regions, to prepare the Ghoſt. of Juſt 
Men to bid me Welcome, and give me a kind Recep- 
tion, who am yet wholly a Stranger in thoſe Parts of 
the World: For Death itſelf cannot baniſh me out of 
the Univerſe. And there's my laſt Comfort. 

Thou, My dear Phyſician, wilt conclude I'm me- 
lancholy by this kind of Diſcourſe. But, I tell thee, 
tis only another Way of expreſſing the ſecret Plea -. 
ſure and Tranquility of my Soul, which is more to 
be valued by him that erjoys it, than all the Laugh- 
ter and extraxagant Mirth in the World. | 'Theſe only 
ruffle our Paſſions, and raiſe a Duſt in aur Eyes: 
Whereas,. the other compoſe and: purify our Reaſon,. 
wing us a conſtant ProfpeQ of Things Pa}, Pre- 
nt, and to Come. So that we can never be at a 
Loſs, but always. ready equip'd for the worſt Contin- 
gencies. Hali, Adieu. | 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


£11373 Uo 
1 


LETTER 


vel. VE „ Ser at Paare. $3 
"LETTER", 
To the ſame. | 


EE Court ef France in all Things endeavours 
to imitate the ancient Granduer of the Roman 
Emperors, and their Policy. As they hed. their Am- 
pitheatres, wherein were exhibited all Sorts of Shews 
and Spectacles to divert the Peeple in Time of Peace ; 
fo have I heſe their I heatres, whereon, according 
to the more acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are 
ſented the various. Kinds of Virtue and Vice; 
Mens Follies and Perfections; modern Hamours, and 
the andient Morality ; Intrigues of Love, and of State ; 
ſurprizing Actions of War; and the ſubtle Overtures 
of Peace; and Tyranny of Sovereigns, and Rebellion 
of Subjects. In fine, Whatſoever is treated of in 
Books, is here acted to the Life on the Stage, and 
with ſo much Advantage of Scenes, Interludes, Mu- 
ſick, Dances, Language, Wit, Humour, and the 
like charming Circumſtances, that a Man, at ſome 
Hours, cannot better paſs away his Time, than in be- 
ing preſent at theſe Entertainments; where all that he 
has read, either in Ancient or Modern Hiſtory, de- 
ſerving Remark, ſhall be ſucceſſively preſented to his 
View, as efficaciouſly as if the Perſons were now livi 
and in Preſence, whoſe Actions each Play deſcribes. 
'There you ſhall be introduced as it were, into 
the Court and Camp, of the Grand Cyrus : You ſhall 
accompany Alexander the Great in his. Expeditions 
through %a: You ſhall ſee him die of Poiſon at 
Babylon, and; the Macedaman Empire  Cantonized 
among his. Officers: You ſhall behold all the Reman 
Caſars in their Riſe and Fall: With whatſoever 
Particularities were obſervable in this or any other 
renowned Monarchy 7 8 not excluding oo 
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laſt and moſt en of Ottomans, For 
theſe fidsls preſume to o'er again, the Part 
of Tamerlane, and lead about in a Dramatick Tri- 
umph, the Encagped, yet ſtill Invincible Bajazer. 
In Frabirs, which only become the deſtin d Conque- 
rors of the World, theſe Slaves dare perſonate the 
Glorious So/yman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurath himſelf, the ſtouteſt 
Emperor that ever reign'd : I mean, the Uncle of 
our preſent Sovereign. U n 
Bieſides True Hiſtory thus reprefented, the Specta- 
tors are ſometimes diverted with fabulous Entries of 
Gods, Nymphs, Fauns, Satyrs, Muſes, Graces, Mon» 
Pers, ack whatſoever we find in the Ancient Poets. 
There you ſhall fee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to this Man of Clay ; Lycaon 
transform'd into a Wolf, for his unhoſpitable Car- 
riage to Jupiter; Ganymede ſnatch'd up into Heaven 
by an Eagle, and made Jupiter's Cup- , for his 
ſingular Beauty. In is pleaſant alſo to fee Phrixus, 
x ith his Sifter Hille, ſwimming o'er the the Helliſpont 
on the Back of a Ram. with a Golden Fleece; whilft 
ſhe for Fear, falls off, and is drown'd : And from her 
Name Helle) that Sea is ſuppos'd to be fo called. 
In the mean while, Phrixus ſwims forward, and 
arrives at Colchis, where he facrifices the Ram, and- 
hangs the Golden Fleece up in the Temple; which 
was afterwards ſtole away by Jaſon and his Argo- 
.auts. It is equally diverting, to ſee the Artifice of 
the Scenes — Machines, which repreſent Jupiter 
trans forming himſelf into a Shower of Gold, and ſo 
deſcending into Danaes Lap, when he begets Perſe- 
45 on her, who ſubdued the Gorgont, and with Me- 
daſa's Head turned the Cepben Nobles into Statues : 
In a Word, all the Ingenious Fiction of Orpheus, 
H:mer, Hefen, Ovid, and the reſt of the Greek and 
Riman Peots, are here tranſlated, not ſo much 
from one Language to another, as from Words to 
e Actions 
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Actions, ard from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themſelves. For theſe 
Sort of Plays are afted by Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, cull'd' out, and educated for that 8 3. 
and the Managers are at a vaſt Charge, for Varie- 
ty of proper es and Dreſſes for every Occaſi- 
on; each Actor being exactly apparel'd accordin 
to the different Quality of Perſons repreſented ; and 
— ncy of the Age and Country wherein they 
iv b ; | "# 
+ Theſe Sorts of Divertiſements are very agreeable. * 
both to the Court and City. The King takes great 
Delight in them, eſpecially in Ballets and Paſtorals, 
which conſiſt chiefly of good Songs and Dances, 
mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, 
rey Monfters and Devils, as the Chriſtians. 
ually deſcribe em. | 
But there was lately a Check given to their Sport, 
by an Accident which has ſurpriz d all People that 
heard of it, and has puzzled-the moſt intelligent 
Heads to give an Account of ſo ſtrange an Occur- 
rence. | 
On the 19th of this Mon, the King and the 
whole Court were preſent at a Ballet, repreſenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the 
Middle of the Entertainment, there was an Antique 
Dance, 1 by twelve Maſqueraders, in the 
ſuppos'd Forms of Demons. But before thy had 
adyanc'd far in their Dance, they found an Interlo- 
per amongſt em, who, by encreaſing the Number 
'Thirteen, put them quite out of their Meaſures :; 
For they practice every Step and Motion before- 
hand, till they are perfect. Being abaſh'd there-; 
fore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thirteenth 
Antique made them commit, they ſtood ſtill like: 
Fools, gazing at one another: None daring to un- 
maſk, or ſpeak a Word ; for that would have put: 
all the Spectators into a Diſerder and Confuſion. 
| Cardinal 
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Cardinal' Mazarini (who. was the chief 2822 
of — 8 32 the King as 
eriaus ts) C — | 
Monarch. 1 of the l yo — 
Hand. Knowing therefore, that this Dance was to 
confilt but of Twelve Antiques, and taking No- 
tice that there were actually Thirteen, at firſt im- 
ted it to ſome Miſtake. But, aſterwards, when 
ied the Confuſion of the Dancers, and 
— Arr 82 he made a more nar- 
row Enq Cauſe of this Diſorder. To 
be brief, — convinced the Cardinal, That it could 
be no Error of theirs, by a Kind of Demonſtration, 
in that they had but Twelve Antique Dreſſes of that 
Sort, which were made on Purpoſe for that particular 
Ballet; whereas, the Thirteenth: Dancer was diſ- 
guiſed after the fame Manner. Therefore they con- 
cluded, That either the Devil,, or ſame Body, elſe, 
had put a Trick on them. That which made it ſeem 
| — 7 Myſtery was, That when they came be- 
Scenes to uncaſe, and examine the Matter, 
they found but Twelve Antiques, whereas on the 
h — Sort of Bi fi 
| he er O ots gave it out for certain, 
'That the. Devil was among them : Whilſt others, 
more probably ſay, 'twas only ſome envious or am- 
bitious Dancing-maſter, who was either reſolved to 
be. revenged for not being one of the Twelve, or 
deſigu d ta ſhew his Parts Incagnito againſt another 
Opportunity, and in the Zterimy ſet the Court a 
wandering at his ſingular Skill and: Dexterity : For 
it was obſerv d, That one of the Thirteen far ſur- 
paſs d all the reſt, and did Things to a Miracle. 
Be it how it will, it has b t to Memory ai 
Paſſage that happened on the like Occaſion, at a. 
Town not far from Paris, about Eighteen Years 
yet. 'twas not half ſo much talk'd. of then, as: 


2 which was the Reaſon, 2 
o 


Vol VL 2 Sex at PAAI IU. 87 
of it in any of my Letters. But now they are big 
with it: Tis the general Diſcourſe of all Companies 
who make Compariſon of that Event with this. Per- 
haps twill not be unpleaſant to thee to know it. 

Ia the Year n nd t n End, a Com- 
pany of Stage- Players were at a Place call'd Vit, 
entertaining the People with Comedies; but there hap- 
pan ſomething really Tragical to one of the Adors, 

is Man was. to- perform. the Part of ane Dead, 
and then he was to revive again by Magick. He 
acted his Part too truely, and the Necroman- 
cer's Art. For when he touch d him with his 74, 
man, as the Rules of the Play requir d, in order to 
his Reſurredtion, the inanimate Trunk could not obey. 
The Man was Dead indeed. 

Whether he! overſtrain'd himſelf in imitating the 
filent, ' ſtill, and irrecoverable Privations of paſ- 
five State, and gave his ſlippery Soul a ſtrong Temp- 
tation, with a fair Opportunity to eſcape it's. Bonds; 
or, Whether Haauen had a particular Hand un ſo re- 
markable a Cataſtropbe, I will not preſume to divine. 
But this, and the other Occurrences, has put the Peo- 
ple quite out of Conceit with Plays. | 

. 
ſays, 'Tis not good to jeſſ auith God, Death, or the De- 
wil. For the Firfi neither can, nor will be nnch; the 
Second macks all ane Time or athen; and the Third. 

Sarcaſm on theſe that are tao familiar 
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LET TE R XI. 
To Dgnei Oglou. 


OD unravel my Soul, eels my Faculies,. 
turn my Nature inſide out, make me a Mon- 
ſter Of a new Predicament, or annihilate me, which 
he pleaſes, if I am not true to 1 Truſt; yet the 
Minifters of the Port ſuſpect me. | | 
By the Thoughts of Mahomet our holy y Law-giver, 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Height 
the Firmament, I've a Heart like the Roman Curtius, 
who bravely leap'd into the fathomleſs 4by/5, to fave 
his Country from Ruin. They miſtake Mahmur, 
who think he'll be pimp'd out of his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or. 
Tortures, I'd run Riſque of Damnation it ſelf to 
ſerve my Sovereign, or de any thing becoming a 
Man of Honour. Vet my Superiors uſe me like a 
Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re- 
proaches and Threatnings, as if I were not worthy 
to live. Tis ſtrange to me whence all this Malice 
ſhould proceed; and that after I have done and ſuf- 
fered al that eould be expected from a Mufſulman in 
my Poſt, to demonſtrate my incorruptible Fidelity ie 
the Grand Seignior, 1 ſhall ſtill be perſecuted as a 
Tiafer, and Enemy to the Ottoman Intereſt, I know 
not what to think of it. 

If I have do any Thing which deſerves Death, 
or Impriſonment, why do they not ſend for me to 
Conſtantinople, and execute Juſtice on me ? Or, 1 
am not thought fit to continue any longer in this 
Poſt, why do they not call for my Commiſſion, and 
give it ſomebody better qualify'd ? Either of theſe 
would be a merciful Proceeding, compar'd with the 
more cruel and ignominious Way they have invent. 


« & 
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ed to-murder me: For, now they put me toa lingring 
Death, by enntinually corroding and waſting the 
Peace of my Soul, which is my Life, with Con- 
tempts and Reproaches. 

I am not at all troubled when they tax me with 
Atheiſm, or fay, Im a Kyfilbaſchi, a Libertine, a 
Chrifiian, a Heathen Philoſopher ; or, when they are 
pleas'd to make a Morfter of me, a Mungrel Galli- 
maufry, a walking Hotchpot,, compounded of Ferry 
Turk, Nazarene, and Epicure. In loading me with 
theſe opprobious T'itles,. they rank me with ſome of 
the greateſt Mortals, and engage even our Holy 
Prophet himſelf to eſpouſe my Cauſe, and vindicate 
my Reputation ; fince he is in theſe very Terms 
blaſphem'd by the Followers 4's > Theſe Infi- 
deli, forgetting that their own Macs was after the 
like Manner traduc'd by the Jur., who call'd him 
Impoſtor, Magician, Heretick, Devil, and I know 
not what. This has been the Lot of all holy Men and 
Prophets, to be envy'd and aſpers d by the Grandees 
of & Nation and Age wherein they liv'd : Becauſe 
they boldly reprov'd their Vices, and taught them 
the ſincere Maxims of Virtue, both by Word and Ex- 
ample. And though I have not Vanity enough to 
lit. my elf in the Number of Prophets, or perfect 
Men; yet I have Reaſon to conclude, That all this 
Perſecution is rais'd againſt me, on the Account of 
the Liberty I take to reprehend the Errors and Fail- 
ings of thoſe who are Slaves to the Grand Signior as 
well as I : Tho' I have heen commanded to do this 
oy the moſt Auguſt Miniſter of the Empire. But 

reat Men in Power love not to be teld of their 
Faults. They would live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, 
without the leaſt Check or Controul. They will rather 
cheriſh a Thouſand Flatterers and Sycophants, than 
ſuffer one Diogenes to live. 

But that which vexes me moſt is, That they 


glance upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if 1 _ 
oye e 
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falſe to the Truth which is repoſed in me. A Crime 
for whick I ever had an invincible Abhorrence, and 
which would ſooner tempt me a Thouſand Times to 
die, than to be once guilty of it. Thou know 'ſt my 
1 and I need ſay no more. 
I ſhould have burſt with Grief and Indignation, 
bad I not given my Reſentment this Vent, and that 
to a Friend; who, by knowing my Affliction, takes 
one half of it for his own Share, and ſo I'm eas d. 


Paris, 2d 1 the 4th Mor, 
of the Year 1662. | 


—— at” 4. 


— 


LETTER XI. 
To Abrahim Ali Teid, Hadgi, Preacher 
to the Seragho. 4 


HEY have a Proverb here in the Ve, which 
ſays, All is not Gold that gliftrrs. And 'tis 
frequently verify'd in their own Prieſts, who are ge- 
nerally the greateſt Hypocri:es.in the Wer'id. 

J had not been long in this City, before I ſent a 
Letter to Bearedin. Superior of the Derwiſes of Copni 
in Natolia, whoſe Soul is now with GOD; wherein 
J gave him an Account of the Converſe I once had 
with a 7e/uit. For, pretendipg to be a Sudent, and 
Retainer to the Clergy, I could not avoid the Com- 
pany of Eccleſiaſticks ; beſides, it was my Intereſt 
to inſinuate into their Acquaintance ; and, to tell 
the Truth, I have made it a great Part of my Buſi- 
neſs to gain a Familiarity with Prieſts and Derviſes, 
ever ſince I came hither. | 

There was Abundance of Reaſon for this, on ſeve+ 
ral Accounts. For I improved myſelf much by the 
Society . 

an 
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and I edify d not a little by the very Ignorance and 
Follies of others. From ſome I ſqueez d out Se- 
crets of State, and the Deſign of Cabals: By other 
penetrated into the myſterious Vices of their own 
Order. In a Word, All of them taught me ſome- 
thing or other which I knew not before; and I never 
bad Occaſion to repent of keeping them Com- 
y. 
— contracted a particular Friendſhip with an ho- 
neſt Friar or two in this City, who were Perſons of 
Candor and Learning: But now they are dead. Be- 
ſides, I have had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardiaal 
Richlieu, and his Succeſſor Mazarin;. I tell thee, 
if I had not coveted the ———_ theſe Prince- 
ly Prieſts, yet it had been impoſible to eſcape their 
Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as JI make. For, 
it was their conſtant Practice, thus to ſeek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
Pretence of that great Regard they had for Men of 
0 ; but in Reality, to pamp out of them Foreign 
Cardinal Richlicu profeſs d a great Kindneſs to 
me, becauſe I had been at Gonftantinople, and in 
other Parts of the Grand Signior's Dominons. He 
ſeem d alſo to value me not a little for my Skill in 
interpreting Greek, Sclawonick, and other Languages 
of the Cal. What thought of me in's Heart, I 
cannot divine; but have Reaſon to think, he ſuf- 
pected me for a * And yet I wonder he 
never ſearch'd ior the main Proof, the Mark of G- 
cumciſſon. Perhaps, twas an Effect of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But I had rather aſcribe it ta Providence, which 
would not ſuffer him, it may be, to make fo fatal 
a Reflection: Yet, by his Order ſome Years ago, I 
was impriſon'd for fix Moons, What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a. 


ſhrewed Jealouſy of a certain Tranhylvanian Reſident 
, at 


02 \LETTER 8 Writ by Vol. VI. 
at this Court, who perhaps might do me ſome ill Of- 
fices. Ihe World's ke a Lottery, wherein we maſt 
expect to meet with many Uniucky Chances: 
By what I have faid, thou wilt eafily perceive, 
That although the Prieſts make a fair Semblance of 
Piety, Mortification, and other Religious Virtues, yet 
they : re great Buſy · bodies, and wholly taken up in 
Secular Affairs. * 
If this were the worſt Character they deſerve, they 
might paſs for very good Men, and neceſſary In- 
ſtruments of the Publick Welfare: Becauſe, they 
have the Totclage and Guardianſhip of all Mens 
Conſciences ; they form them in their Youth, and 
vern them in their ripeſt Years. Beſides, they 
— many Advantages: of ſtudying the Politicks: 
more than other Men, as being all Educated in all 
Academies, where, if they be not very dull, they 
cannot fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, and indiffe- 
rent Stateſmen : For their Libraries abound with all 
Manner of azcicnt and modern Writers, and their 
Converſation is generally refin'd and pregnant in In- 
trigues, | REN . 
at they corrupt their Learning with falſe Maxims, 
which they borrow from an intolerable Pride and 
Senſuality ; perſuading themſelves, That they are as 
far above other Men, that. is, the Laity, as thoſe 
are above the Bea//s ; that GOD has beſtow'd 
on them, a Dignity ſuperior to that of the great- 


eſt Temporal Monarchs; and, in fine, That this 


Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods and 
Lords of it. „ 

When ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Prieſſi, 
underſtandeme not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome good and holy Men amongſt them, Perſons of 
unblemiſn'd Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. But 
theſe are very rare; and the French Priſſis are eſteem d 
the moſt ſincere of any within the Pale of the Roman 


Church. 2 
Ay 
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As for the Tralian Clergy, they are meer Liber- 
tines ; the moſt debauch'd and profligate Fellows in 
the World. 1 Fa | 

Adonai, the Few, a late private Agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travell'd up and down through all 
Italy, and reſided a conſiderable Time in the chief 
Cities and 'T owns of Note, made many curious Ob- 
ſervations and Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, 
which he ſet down in his Journal. This I have by 
me now, it being ſent me, according to my Defire, 
after his Death, — Zeidi Alamanxi, his Succeſſor in 
that Station, who is at preſent at Venice | 
I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no 
{mall Pleaſure; and believe, 'twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to give thee an Abſtract of what 
he ſays. | | 
It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, 

and deliver himſelf too par:ially in others, out of. the 
natural and inherent Averſion the Fears have for the 
Chriſtians. But thou wilt find, that in the main, he 
inſiſts only on ſuch. Reflections, as it becomes any 
Man to make, who has the leaſt Spark of common 
Mora'iry and Reaſon. _. _ _ +. | 

In the firſt Place, He finds Fault with the Ecciefi- 
aſticks, in that they abſtain from Marriage them- 
ſelves, yet recommend that State to the Laity, as a 
very Holy Sacrament, and Myſtery of Religion: 
whilſt they | indulge themſelves at the ſame Time, in 
all Manner of Ee wallowing in Fornt- 
cation, Adultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy utlelf. He 
ſays, There is hardly one Prieſt in ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moſt re- 
cluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other Men's 
Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt in- 
famous Caurte ran, and Catamitrs. Theſe Preten- 
ders to Perfection and Sanctity, are often found 
Maſquerading, and Revelling about the Streets. in the 
Time of their Carnaval, with a Company of * 

ar 
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for their attendants, Nay, all the Year round their 
Monaſteries are no other than Srzws, or Brothel.Hou- 
ſes. They introduce Women into their Celli in a Mo- 
naftick Habit, and ſo they paſs for Men, who come to 
vitit them as Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Theſe 
Ladies of Pleaſure lie thus conceal'd for many Days 
and Nights together. And the Superior of the Con- 
wents winks at this for a little Money, being moſt 
commonly as bad as any of them, | 
© "Theſe Holy Fathers go marching and flouching 
along the Streets in the moſt mortify'd Manner ima- 
inable. You would take em for perfect Santones, 

d Taiors, Yet this is all but Mummery, whilſt 
they ate the moſt glozmg Hypocrites in the World, 
meer Dewrl; in a City, and abounding in wicked 
Thoughts and Practices. 

Atoma, tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtick 
of St. Dominick's Order at Rome. I his Monk was of 
noble Extraction, and his Parents were very rich and 
— 9 in the City. On which Account he Was 

dulg'd in many Liberties deny d to the reſt of his 
Religious Brethren. He was permitted to carry good 
Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for his per- 
ſonal Expences; and to w.ar a ſecular Habit ſuitable 
to his Birth and Quality. But this Liberty had 
like to have proved fatal to him one Night du- 
ring the Carnaval. - me | A 

t was late, and very dark, when this Religious 
Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
Whores ; and walking under certain Piazza's near ; 
the River Tyber, he was accoſted by a Woman maſk'd 
and in a very good Dreſs, who ſpoke to kim frank- 
* aſking him the Way to 1! Rotundb. This is the 
ame of a Churth in Rome, dedicated to A the 
Saints: In the Time of the Gentiles, twas call'd 
Pantheon, or, The Temple of all theGods. The Monk, 
being in one of his Rambling Equipages, and his 

Inclinations equally bent on Pleaſure, 9 
i 0 


. 
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alſoa Hundred Florins about him; preſently made 
anſwer, He would conduct her to the Place ſhe en- 
quired for. She, after ſome-counterfeit Eflays of a 
modeſt Repulſe, at length accepted his Offer: And 
by the Way he perſuaded her into a Tavern. The 
cunning Nymph manag'd her Buſineſs ſo well, That 
the Monk, — with Wine, and other coſtly 
Entertainments, grew ſo in Love with her, that he 
forgot ſhe was to go the Pantheon, and offer d 
to wait on her home. She pted the Motion, 
and telling him her Houſe ſeated on the Banks 
of the Tyber, they returned the ſame Way as they 
came. 

When they arriv'd at the Piazza's, where they 
firſt met, Three Perſons appear'd muffled up in 
Cloaks; Two of which ſacdenty ſeiz d the Monk, 
holding their Ponyards at his Breaſt; whilft tha Third 
diſcloſing the hidden Light of a dark Lanthron, 
which he held in his Hands, faſten'd on the Lady, and 
made her unmaſk. As ſoon as he ſaw her Face, he 
ſtamp'd and rav'd, menac'd and ſwore, he would be 
the h of that Villain, who had debauch'd his 
Wife. All this was but a fore-laid Defign: In a 
Word, after all the Parts of an abuſed, incens'd, re- 
vengeful Huſband, acted to the Life, at laſt, through 
the Intereeſhon of the Two other Ruffians, and the 
Monk's penitent and ſubmiſſive Addreſs, in was con · 
cluded to ſpare his Life, and only ſtrip him naked ; 
leaving him in that Condition to ſeek his Fortune 
among the Watch. 

This was ſoon =_ in Execution, and the Free - 
booters, with all their Prey, ſecurely march'd off. 


The poor Monk, thus miſerably abandon d, with- 


out Garments, Money, or any Thing to comfort 
bim in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave 
himſelf over to Melancholy and Deſpair, in regard 
this Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 
him, and he ſhould be to longer able 3 
ace 
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Face in Rome, the Seat of his Nativity; nor among 
any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes he 
thought to drown himſelf in the Tyber ; or elſe to 
counterfeit a Frenzy, and ſo run Los drivel - 
ling, and talk ing Nonſenſe thro' the Street; hoping 
the reſt would never be divulged. | 
Whilit he was in theſe peniive Thoughts, irreſo- 
lute what to do, the Hatch walking their Rounds, 
bolted upon him on a ſudden ; and fecing a naked 
Man, at that Time of Night, in ſuch a ſolitary 
Place, at firſt were ſtartled, as tho' they had met a 
Ghefe, but recollecting themſelves beiter, they bold - 
ly ſciz d his Perſon, and examined how he came in 
that Condition. "4 
It was in vain for nim to beg, intreat, and pro- 
miſe any Thing, if they wou'd not expoſe him to 
open Shame. I his did but increaſe their Curioſi- 
ty and Suſpicion, In a Word, the Place of their 
dezvouz being very ncar the ſame Tavern where 
this, unfortunate Monk had regal'd his Strampet, 
they led him thither, and kept him Priſoner till the 
Morning, He that kept the Houſe, remember d 
his Face again, and knowing that the Governor of 
Rome had a ſecret Enmity againſt the Monk, and 
all his Race, ſent him private intelligence of this Ad- 
venture, encouraging him to take his Opportunity 
of Rerenge; hinting withal. That he need not take 
Notice, that he knew the Monk, but only puniſh 
him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws of 
the City. | 
The Governor, being glad of this Occaſion, when 


the Monk was brought before him, order'd him to 


be  whip'd thro” the very. Street where his Monaſtery 
food: This was done accordingly ; and as he 
paſs d by the Gate, his Brethern, ſeeing him in 
that Conditions, ruſh'd out and reſcued him from 


the Executioner's Hands, breathing Revenge againſt 


the Governor, and all that were concern d in put- 
‚ ting 
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ting this Diſhonour on the Houſe, and the whole | 


Order. | ; | 

1] muſt be forc'd to breais off, before I have in- 
form'd thee of Half their ! ricks, leſt I ſhould tire 
thee with the Length of my Letters. Beſides. it is 
neceſſary for me to conclud-, unleſs I would mils my 
Opportunity: For the Poſt tarries for no Man. 

Venerable Hadgi, Live thou to enjoy the Serene 
Pleaſures of Virtue and Innocertce, and pray for 
Mahmut, That he may never be ſtain d with the Core 


ruptions and Vices ut T., among whom he re- 


fides. 


Paris, 18:h of the 5:h M. on, 
ef the Year 1662. 


—— 


+ LETTER XUE” 
| To the Chiaus Baſla. | 


HE French King's Genius ſeem altogether 
bent on martial and politick Affairs; and tho 
he allows ſome: Moments to his Love, yet the great- 
eſt Part of his Time is conſecrated to the neceſſary 
Aſtairs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili- 
tary Diſcipline. This has been his Courſe ever 


ſince the Death of Cardinal Mazarini. This Mi- 


niſter, whilit he was living endeavour'd nothing fo 
carneltly, as to divert ne young Monarch from 
minding Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballads, aud other ſoft 
Entertainments. But as ſoon as he was dead, the 


King began by Degrees to forſake his youthful Re- 


creations, and look into the Aftairs of his Govern- 
ment. F 


The firſt bold Stroke of Regal Authority which he- 


gave, was the Suppreſſing the Superintendant - 
F the 
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the Finarc s, a very ancient Offce in France, but much 
abus d of late by thoſe who have enjoyed it. For, 
having the Management of the Royal Reweanues, it has 
been tound out, that they enzbezzel'd them to their 
own private Uſe, purchating Houſes, Caftles, Towns, 
and the faireſt Eſtates in the Kingdom, fer them and 
their Poſlerity. 

Ihe laſt in this Office was the Sicur Fouguet ; who, 
beſides the Waſte he made of the King's w. oney in 
tlus Kind, was laying up an extraordinary Proviſion 
of Arms. and Powcer in Belle Jie, a Sea-Port of 
France: Which gave the King ſo great a Suſpicion of 
his 2 Defigns, that he went in Fon after him as 
far as Nantes; and being there farther informed of 
a private Correpondence held between the Sieur Fou- 

vet, and ſome M./-cor:tents of Cardinal d: Retz's 

arty, he caus'd him to be arreſted, and ſent Priſoner 
to the V ond of Vir cienmes + Form whence he has ſince 
been brought to the Baile. This was done in the 
Ninth Moon of the lait Year, and was the Occaſion 
of erecting a New Chamber of Juice, to enquire into 
the Conduct of thoſe who were employed by Feuguct, 
in the Management of the Finances. | 

The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has alread 
made, of the Cheats and Tricks practiſed by tho 
through whoſe Hands the Ning, Revenues have paſſed, 
will 'us thought, move the Xing, to eſtabliſh it as a 
perpetual and Sovereign Court of Inquifition : So that, 
not the Value of an Apr ſhall henceforth he paid 
out of the Royal Treaſury, without the Approbation 
of this Chamber. He tas alſo retrenched many 
ſuperfluous Oficer5in his Houſhold, that he may the 
more cafily ſupport the Charges of thoſe that are Ne- 
c flary. 

Thou wilt better comprehend the W.{dom of 
this Prince, when thou ſhall know, That he truſts: 
nothing abſolutely to his Miniſters, but pries into 

| | | every 
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every Thing himſelf. He examines Matters of the 
ſmalleſt Moment, as narrowl 4 as the moſt important 


Concerns. He makes daily Reformations among his 
domeſtick Servants, and new-models both the Army 


and the State. Which is alſo no ſmall Argument of 


his Courage, and the Greatnel(s of his Spirit; in that 
he dar.s contradict the Method of all his Prozeni- 
tors; take the Frame of this mighty (30vernment, as 
it were, to pieces; and having mended every Thing 
that was amiſs, join it together again; but after a 
Pattern wholly dependiag on his own ] adgment, 
This has afſtoniih'd the rea: eſt Stateſmen of the 
Age, who conſider the Bold u is of the Undertaking, 
and yet cannot find one falſe Step in his Mea- 
ſures. For, whercas formerly the Princes of the 
Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governors of 
Proviaces, wich other Grandees, have given fre- 
quent Troubles to the Kings of France, aud not ſel- 
dom rais d Civil War wen any Thing diſguſted them 


(ſo great was their Power, and {> {mall their Depen- 


dance on the King:) This Monarch has, by a hap- 
py Effect of his — 9. an Reſolution, given ſo 


dex erous a Turn to the whole Syſtem of the Pub- 


lick, that the Princes fiad themſelves more Aggran- 
diz d than ever; the Officers of the Cro vn perceive 
their Dignity increas'd with new Luſtre, and the 
Govern »r of Proviaces exerciſes a ſtronger Hand 
over their Subjects; yet all of them are reduc'd to 
an entire Dependance on the King hiinſelf, not be- 
ing in a Capacity ever to rebel again. Which is 
eſteem'd a Miracle of Policy. As he has thus gain d 
the Point of his Subjects at home, and eſtabiiſh'd 
his Realm in the moſt perfect Ozc:nomy. that can 
be imagin'd; ſo he has recovered a particular Ho- 
nour — that till this Time has been al- 
2 diſputed between the Crown of France and 
pain, | 


Po 


F2 } 
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It ſeems an Ambaſſador from Sweder arriv'd at the 
Engl; Conrt in the 10th Moon of the laſt Year : 
Ihe French Ambaſſador {ent his Coaches to honour 
the Publick Entry, as is uſval between Friends. But 
the Span; A mbaſſador, deſigning to atiront the 
French, ſent his Coaches alſo to attend the Ceremony, 
accompany'd by his own Servants, and a Rabble of 
idle Perions whom he had hir'd on Purpoſe, I heſe 
ſell onthe French as they were palling along the Street, 
kil'd ſeveral of them, and. by Force ſtopp'd their 
Coaches, till tho'e of the Spaniſb Ambaſſador were 
got before em; the Pre eminence of Place being the 
chief Thing aimed at. 4 

This was highly reſented at the French Court, and 
every Body thought that a freſh War would break out 
again between the Two Nations on this Account. 
1 he angry Young Monarch commanded the Spaniſb 
Ambaſſador reſident bere to depart the Kingdom; 
and when another was ſent to ſupply his Place, the 
King forbid him to enter his Dominions, Com- 
plaints were made at Made id, and all Things tended 
to a Rupture. Hill at length, the King of Spain 
having promiſed to make Satisfaction, his Ambaſſa- 
dor was receiv'd at this Court, who aſſured the 
King, That his Mailer diſavowed the Action of his 
Miniſter. in England, and had given expreſs Com- 
mand to all his Ambatiadors in Foreign Courts, not 
to diipute the Place with thoſe of France, but to yield 
it to the latter, where they ſhould both be preſent at 
the ſame Entry. 'T'his was declared in the Preſence 
of Thirty Foreign Miniters refiding at this Court, 
which has rais'd a vaſt Reputation to the King of 
France among all his Neighbours, and: ſtruck the 
greater Reverence into bis Subjects at home. 

In a Word, be is look'd upon as the moſt fortu - 
nate Prince in Citi ndem, and. every State courts 
his Friendſhip. He gives the Laws to the reſt of 
«1 Europe, 
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Europe, yet remains himſelf Arbitary and above 
Controul. 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
is known only G OD, who exalts and abaſes whom 
He pleaſes ; who is the ſole Monarch of all Things. 
Reigning for ever, without the lealt Shadow of Reyo- 
lution or Change. 


Paris, 12th of the 75th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. | 


— 


LETTER XIV. 
To the ſame. 


IT was late when I finiſh'd my other Letter, be- 
| ing the Hour of the Devil's Range, when the 
Infernal, Spirits are permitted to air themſelves in 
this Upper World. Methought I heard the Clatter- 
ing Eccho of the Gates of Paradiſe, which are 
ſhut" at that Seaſon to keep oat the Dæ mont from 
entering and diſturbing the Repoſe of the Bleſs d. 
This made me conclude ſo abruptiy, leſt ſome buſy 
Scribe of the dark Regions, ſhould have inſerted 
Evil in my Let:er whilſt I were aſleep. I recom- 
mended myſelf to G OD, and went to Bed. After 
Two Hours Reſt awaking, I preceiv'd by the Crow- 
ing of the Co:ks, That the Troops of Hell were re- 
tir d to their Den, chas d down by Arcturus and the 
Guardian Conſtellations of the South, and by the 
Angels of the Second Watch. Then I aroſe, and 
chearfully addreſs'd myſelf to GOD, praiſing him for 
the ſucceſſive Benefits of Day and Night, and extol- 
I'ng his Magnificent Works, with the exquiſite Or- 
der that he has eftabliſh'd in the World Remem- 

EK 2 5s bring 


102 LeTTex's Writ by Vol. VI. 
bring · alſo, That I was a Man, and not born to flee 
but to ſerve the Grand Scignior and my Friends, 1 
re adily ſet Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 
Account of the Finch K ing and his Court, with ſuch 
Occurrences as have happened of la e. 2 
This Monarch is very fingular in his Conduct 
and Manner of Life, not brooking te be confin'd 
to the Maxims of others; but fqt aring all his Acti- 
cn by Rules of his dun: Yet, tis difficult to find 
Fault in his Proceedings. He bears the Advice of 
his Counſellors and Friends; and when they have 
done, he convinces them in many Things, that they 
are under a Miſtake; wkich makes them admire the 
Force of his Reaſon, and the Readineſs of his Wir, 
eſpecial'y when they ſee the Event anſwering Expec- 
tation. $5 ber 7 
Neither is he altogether ſo intent on State Mat- 
ters, but that he ſometimes gives himſelf the Diver- 
ſion of a familiar Diſcourſe with the moſt Ingenious 
Artiſts of all Sotts, who find themſelves much im- 
prov'd by the Quiekneſs of his Invention, and the 
belduy of his Judgment in the Mechanicks: For, 
he is an excellent Gun-/mith, Sword: cutler, Arrbau - 
maker, and every Thing that becomes a King to pro- 
a | 
He is a good Architect alſo, and takes vaſt Delight 
in Buildings, having laid the Foundation of ſeveral 
Magnificent Structures, Palaces of a Noble Deſign, 
and intended to outvie the moſt Polite and Glorious 
Fatricks of ancient Greece and Rome. For, I tell 
thee, this Monarch would not willingly come ſhart of 
any of the Co/ar.. 
At the Beginning of this Vear, he aggrandiz d 
his Ccurt, by a Promotion of Sixty Two K ights of 
the Hely tirit. 1 have often mentioned this Order 
in my Leden to the Mini ers of the Port; and thou 
that haſt been in France know iſt, That 'tis the next 


Step to being made a Peer of Realm. I ſhall only 
inform 
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inform thee, that during the Ceremony of this laſt 
Promotion, the Dukes of Yendo/me and Longucwille 
had a Feud about the Precedency, which at laſt was 
adjuſted in Favour of the former. In a Word, The 
King declared the Houſe of Yendo/me to have a Right 
of Priority before all other Princes, and to ſucceed in 
the Throne it ſelf after the Houſe of Bourbon. 

This is Tooked upon as a bold Effort of Royal 
Power, and has ſtartled all the Court. No leſs ſur- 
prized were they to ſee the Duke of Lorrain reſign all 
bis Eftates to the King of France, reſerving only the 
Poſſeſſion of them during his Life. | 

And now the King, having weather'd the Point, 
with all his Encmies, both Foreigw and Domeſtick, 
ſtudies nothing more earneſtly, than to divert his 
Queen, and let his Subjects taſte the Sweets of Peace, 
the Effect of his matchleſs Fortune, to which even 
-Crown'd Heads find themſelves compell'd to ſtoop 
and ſubmit. 

On the Fifth of the foregoing Moon, by his Ap- 
-pointment, was held a Tozrnament or Carouſel, as the 
French call it. This is a Sort of Exerciſe on Horſe- 
back, in Imitation of the ancient Manner of fighting 
with Spear and Shield. 

The Place where they ran was rail'd about, and 
magnificent Chio/es erected for the Queen and Ladies 
of the Court to fit in, as Spectators. The Diver- 
tiſement was very Pompous; and the King was 
one of the Combatants. The eſt were the Duke of 
- Orleans, the King's Brother, the Prince of Cone, the 
Duke of Enguien, Son to the Prince, and the Duke of 
Guiſe. Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the 
Field. That of the King's was habited after the 
Manner of the old Roman Khights. The Duke of 
Orlean's made a Figure like the Perfians : The Prince 
of Cond:'s reprelenced the Ottomans: The Duke 
of Enguien's Troops were in Indian Habits ; and 
the Duke of Gui/e's 9 like the Salvages of 

4 America. 


* 
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America. It would be too tedious to deſcribe the 
particular Magnificences of each Suffice it to ſay, 
That they were all prodigiouſly Majeſtick and Rich in 
their Equipage. The Courſes alſo they made, were 
Brave, and full of Gallantry. But the Prize, which 
was a Diamond of great Value, was adjudged to the 
Prince of Corde by the Queen-Mo her. 

One of the former Kings of France loſt his Life 
at this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye 


into the Brain, by the pear of zn Exgliſb Knight, 


then at the French Court, and one of the Combate.nts: 
For which Reaſon the following Kings of France 
forbore to expoſe themſelves in the like Danger: 
But this young Nr, fears Nothing, being as ven- 
trous and bold as was. Sultan Amurat, the Trophies 
of whoſe victorious Combat with the Perſian Chal- 
lenger, at the Siege of Babylon, hang up in the Trea- 


ſury to this Day, as Monuments of his invincible 
Courage and Strength. Sultan Achmet alſo took great 


Delight in throwing the Lance with his Courtiers in 
the Atmeidan. Thele are Sports fit for Kings and 
Gre. t Generals. And ſome of the Roman Cz/ars 


"themſelves would play the Gladiator. 


It is not lawful for to cenſure or reflect on the 


Actions of my Sovereign. But I wall tell thee what the 


French ſay of him by Way of Contempt; That he ne- 
wer Cembated in his caun Perſon wwith any Thing but ti- 
morous Haris and Hinds. It makes me bluſh to hear 
tie Great Emperor of the Ea thus Blaiphem'd by 
the prophane Mouths of Infide/s. And it were to be 
w:ih'd, he would do ſome ſurprizing Action, to raiſe 
himſelf another Character. 1 ſay no more, but re- 
commend thee to GOD, and the White Angel. 


Paris, 1:th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


To Teidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
Voenice. 


HOU haft obliged me beyond ExpeQation, 
in that Ample Hiitory.of thy Life, which 
thy Letter contains. 1 eſteem thee not the worſe 
becauſe thou wert born of Chriſtian Parents, but ra- - 
ther put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that being 
bred in Superſtion and Error, thou haſt voluntarily 
embraced the Truth without auy Proſpect of ad- 
vancing thy Intereſt. 
When a Man of a noble S ock born to Riches 
and Honours, bred in Softneſſes and Delights, and 
actually poſſeſſed of a fair Eſtate, ſhall thus abandon 
his Country, his Relation, Friends, and Acquain- 
tance, with all bis Native Rights and Enjoypwents, 
purely for the Love of G 0 D, refigning himfelf 
wholly to the Will of Deftiny, and the Conduct of 
Providence, without conſulting his own Eaſe and 
Delight in this World; 'tis an evident Sign of 
a Faithful Heart, and that his Integrity-is without 
Stain, 

All this, and much more, it ſeems, thou haſt done, 
and therefore thou canſt not fail of being Happy in 
this World, and in Paradiſe. 

I am extremely pleas'd in reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth, thy, carly inclinations to 
viſit Foreign Countries, and thy actual Travels 
through Europe, Aſia, and Africa. This is the only 
Way to learn true and compleat Wiſdom. For, a 
Man edifies a Thouſand Times more by his own Per- 
ſonal Experience of Things, than by all the moſt 
elegant Deſcriptions that can be made by otters. 
Beſides, the Advantages of becoming expert in the 

* ſeveral 
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ſeveral Languages and Dialects of the Earth; which 
he can never learn fo perfeAly in Books, as by con- 
verſing with the Natives of each Couniry through 

Which he paſſes. | . 

Be) ond al this, There is an infinite Pleaſure in 
ſeeing the Variety of Odjects, which every where 
expoſe themſelves to a T raveller's Eye. There is 

nothing more delightful to Human Nature, th n 
to try all Things. Man is cloy d with what is too 
familiar to him. The moſt Magnificent Palace would 
appear like a Priſon to him that were always con- 
find to it. The Greateſt Fields and moſt Shady 

Gro es would afford us no Refreſhment, if we had 
not Liberty to ſtrugꝗ le out of them wl:en we pleaſed. 
Man is naturally wild as other Animals, and, tis 

as bad as Death to be reſtrained of his Freedom. | 
bad rather, at certain Seaſons, range a Wi derneſs, 
all over run with Weeds and Briars, than in the mot 
regular and Tagrint Garden in the World. I would 
Wa ingly chuſe the Fatigue of climbing up a high, 

fleep, craggy Mountain, for the Sake of a new and 
larger Prolpect, before the Eaſe of walking always 

in a low Valley, or even Plain, though grac'd with 
never ſo many inviting Objects, which muſt always 

de the ſame: So fulſome are the very Pleaſures we are 
daily accuſtomed to. 

1 doubt not, but that it was very agreeable to thee 
in thy Journies, when every Remove thou madeſt 
from S: age to Stage, promiſed thee ſomething Novel 
and Freh. A Mau in ſuch Caſes, is apt to think the 
Sun Limſclf New, who las ſhined upon him from 
Eis Nativity: The Air, the Earth, and Waters ap- 
rear not the fame Elements, in different Places; 
or, if our Reaſon convinces us their Nature is not 
changed, yet we look upon them as M fquereders, 
every Day in a new Dreſs ; eſpecially when we 
go from one Region and Climate to another, the 
Strangeneſs of the Diſguiſe is heighten d. ar In- 

nite | 
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finite a Variety - preſents it ſelf to thoſe who tra- 
vel. 
But nothing affords a Man greater Delight, than 
to be familiarly-acquainted with the different- Habits, 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions of Mor- 
tals like himſelf. To ſee them in on Part of the 
World adoring the Sun, becauſe he ſhines on them 
but once a Year, whilſt all the reſt of the Time they 
are ſhut up in continual Parkneſs, very near being 
ſtarved with Cold, and making hard Shifts to live: 
In another, to behold them Grimacing. and hear 
them Curſing that Glorious Flanet, becauſe he is al- 
was too near em, rendring their Countries barren, 
drying up their Water, and ſcorching their Perſons 
almoſt to Death ; muſt needs be Pelightful to a con- 
templative Men. And for aught we know, the 
Laughter of Demncritus might be the Reſult of as 
Thoughts as Heraclitus's Tears, Who would 
not {mile to ſee ſome paying Divine Honours to the 
Scare.crow of their Garden, or a Tree, a Hog, a 
Dog, or any Thing they firft caſt their Eyes on in 
the Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet, who 
can forbear to weep, when he ſees Men profeſſing 
to believe the Laws of Mo/es, and the Me/f#as (who 
both preach'd up the Divine Unity) pretending to the 
pureſt, Religion in the World, and bred in the Study 
of the Sciences, worſhip Stocks and Stones, ictures 
and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hairs, Bits of old 
Wood, or any Thing, that their cunning Prieſts im- 
poſe upon them as Adorable. 

Happy art thou, Zeidi, who art freed from theſe 
Superſtitions of the Nazarenes ; and thrice happy, 
in that thou haſt changed them for the Faith unble- 
miſh'd, the Doctrines of Truth and Reaſon, th 
Practices of fincere Morality and ' Virtue. Thou 
haſt not ſhun'd a Rock, to fall into a Quick-ſand, 
nor abandoned [dolatry, to fink into Atheiſm : But 
thou haſt eſcaped from _— Gulphs and Streights, 

into 
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into a free and open Sea; from the dak Fogs and 
Miſts of frozen Chriſtianity to the bright Empire of 
the Oſmams, the Serene Company of Vue Believers, 
where Charity and Zeal are in their genuine and pri- 
mitive Warmth. | | 

Since the Time that thou firſt liftedſt up thy Fin- 
ger to Heaven, and madeſt a Confefion of One 
GOD, ard Mabomet his Apoſtle. none of the Imaum's 
cr Mallals have ever attempted to circumvent thy 
Reaſon with Feigned Malice, Fooliſh Pilgrimages, 
Tales of Old Women, Fictions of Poets, or any 
Holy Frauds. Thou perceiveſt Nothing but down- 
right Integrity in the Converſation of the Faithful. 
Whereas the Chriſtians, whom thou haſt juſtly de- 
ſerted, have a | houſand Windings and Turnings, 
Foldings and Intricacies in their Doctrir es and Lives. 
So that it is almoſt as eaſy for a blind Man to walk 
from Paris to Canſfantinctle, as for theſe Infidels to 
grope out the Way to Faradiſe, through ſo many 
Atanders and Mages: They are involved in a perfect 
Circle of Error and Vice EE 

Praiſe be to GOD, whe planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their refreſh- 


ing Rays by Night: Thou art Lappily delivered out 


of their Snares. Let not thy Refidence now amon 


them, ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 


nities of holy Trifles, which have once made thce 
ſi-k at the Heart. Remember, that thou beareſt in 


thy Pody the Mark of a True Belicwer, the Seal of 


a Great Sacrament, the Character of a Profound 
Myſtery, Circumciſion, the Emblem of Purity, by 
which thou art more ennobled, than by the Blood of 
the Pclonian Lord, thy Father, which ſtreams in thy 
Veins: For now thou art incorporated into the Soci- 


ety and Lireage of /brabim, the Illuſtrious Patriarch, 


and Friend of GOD Conſider that thou art as it were 
ingraſted into the glorious Stock of the 3 
| orn 
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born to ſubdue all Things, and in the determined 
Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. Thou 
haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand Signior, Lord 
of the Climates and Seas, Majeflick Heir of the Otto- 
man Houſe, Shadow of God on Earth. 

Hold fait therefore the Profeſſion of an unblame- 
able Faith; and whatever Temptations thou may eſt 
meet with, keep tby Mind always fixed on the unſeen 
Joys of Paradiſe, the Crown of Juſt and Faithful 

en, the Reward of ſuch as adhere to GOD and his 
Prophet, without —— 8452 

Mahmud ſalutes thee in Imagination, with a parting 
Kiſs, and an affe ctionate Squeeze of the Hand; which 
thou knoweſt was, in all Ages, a Token of hearty 
Good- will, and Friendſhip. 


Paris, 15th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


ak. 


— 


LETT E R RVI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HERE is like to be a Breach between this 
Court and that of Rome, if the Pope does not 
eondeſcend to the Demands of the French King, who 
ſtiles himſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and 
. therefore highly reſents an Indignity that has been 
done him of late, in the Perſon of the Duke of Cye- 
gui, his Ambaſſador at the Raman Court. 
It ſeems, the Pope's Guard on the 20th of the 8th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of Minifter 
and of his Wife : They alſo put barbarous Abuſes 
on all the French that were in that City: Inſomuch, 
as the Duke and Ducheſs of Cregui were oblig'd to 
qnit Reme privately, and retire into c being 
adviſed 


ro LertTtexs Writ by Vol. VI. 
adviſed to take this Courſe, by all the Cardinals and 
other Grandees that are Friends to France. 
The King received News of this by an Expreſs 
which came from the Duke of Chegur, on the 1 1th-of 
the th Moon, And he was paſſionately touch dat 
-fo Sacrilegious an Injury, whereby he is not only 
- wrong'd himſelf, but the Law of Nations is violated 
in a moſt notorious Manner. 
"Wherefore: to ſhew his Reſentment, on the ſame 
Day that the Courier came from Rome, the King or- 
dered the Lieutenant of his Guards, to tell the Pope's 
Nuncio at this Court, That he muſt ' forthwith 
depart the Kingdom, under the Command of Thirty 
Horſe. This was performed accordingly ; and 
the Nuncio was hurried away immediately, with- 
out ſuffering him to ſpeak with any Perſon. li- 
ing, fave thoſe who were to accompany him to 
the Frontiers : And this Order was publickly pro- 
claimed in Paris. The King alſo wrote to the Pope, 
-- demanding Satis faction for A horrible an Outrage, 
and cauſed Diſpatches to be ſent to all the Cardi- 
nals in Rome, adviſing them to contribute what 
lay in their Powers, towards a good Underſtand- 
ing between the Pope and him, proteſting, that, 
otherwiſe, the Ca'amities which might follow, were 
not to be laid to his Charge. This is a modeſt Way 
of Threatning, uſed by Chriſtian Princes, who do 
not always ſpeak in Thunder, like oar Ecru Me- 
narchs, when they menace War. 

I relate this as a Thing, which tho' it a of 
ſmall Moment ar the Beginning. yet its Conſequen- 
ces may be great and extenſive, if the French Kin 
and the Pepe ſhould come to an open Rupture. Al 
the Princes in Zurope would find themſelves. engag d 
on one Side or other. And we Maufulmans wight 
live to fee the whole State of Chriffendem digjoint- 
ed, alienated, and embroiled in Wars among them- 
ſelves ; whereby they would lay their — 
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naked and open to the Invincible Arms of the Orto- 
mans, a Lineage of high Renown, and deſtin d to 
ſubdue all Things, | 

But, 'tis thought the Holy Father at Rome, will 
no farther provoke ſo daring and powerful a Mo- 
narch as him of France, by juſtifying the Infolences 
of his Janizaries, who proceeded to that Heighith of 
Fury, as to diſcharge Guns into the Windows of the 
French Ambaſſador, kill'd ſeveral of his Retinue, and 
aſſo ſſinated the Ducheſs of Crequi in her Coach, as 
ſhe paſſed all the Streets. i 

Illuſtrious Miniſter, Theſe are Violations not prac- 
tiſed by the moſt Barbarous Savages. And, tis an 
evident Sign of deca ing Empire, where the Publick 
Faith is thus perſdioaſly broke. GOD infatuates 
"tie Infidels, that he may ſpeedily bring them to Ruin. 
"Whereas he daily enlightens the juſt Followers of he 
Prophet, and direQs them in the Ways of Proſperity 
and Peace. 


Paris, 45 the 11th Moon. 
of the Year 1662. 


TE T TER XN 
To Mohammed, the Illuftrious Eremit 
of Mount Uriel in Arabia. 


1 N the Name of GOD Benign and Merciful, I 
approach the Reſidence of great Sanctimony, the 
Tremendous Solitude, the Cave bleſſed by frequent 
Vifitations of Angels, and by the former Preſence 
of the moſt Sublime among Mortals, Mabomer, the 
Legate of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Ala, 
King of Heaven and Earth. 4//a There is but One! 
Wheſe Name reſounds through all the Orbs above, 
when 


1 
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when pronounced by the faithful Adorers of the Di- 
vine Unity on Earth : And the Eccho thereof, from 
the adamantine Gates of Paradiſe, reaches the Abyſs 
of Hell, ſtriking the Infernal Spirits with Horror and 
Aſtoniſhment. They tremble at the Sound of the 
Dreadful Word, which chains them up in their Priſons 
of Darkneſs. Whereas, had they Faith, they would 
rather rejoice, believing, That the ſame Word will 
one Day releaſe them from their Torments. For 
ſuch is the Clemency of the Omnipotent, as our Holy 
Doctors teach. | 
Oh Mohammed, Friend of the Moſt High, and Te- 
nant to his Prophet ; I have experienc'd, That it is 
ood and wholeſome to begin every Thing we do or 
y. in the Name of GOD. Whoſoever does other- 
wiſe either fails in the Progreſs, or the End of his 
Deſign, and remains in Confuſion, Taget creeps 
into his Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, 
robbing a Man of his Crown; or Negidber, the Spi- 
rit of Envy, winds himſelf in, and intangles it : dr 
Ablis, the Demon of Melancholy, caſts a Damp on 
it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Such 
is the Fate of thoſe who through Prophaneneſs, Sloth, 
or Contempt, forget to pay the Due Venerations we 
owe to the Author and Source of Providence, and 
Goed Succeſs. 1 | 5 
Let us rot therefore think the Time miſ ſpent, 


| which is taken up in the Praiſes of Him who has 


neither Beginning nor End, Father of all the Gene- 
rations in this viſible World, and that other which is 
.concealed from Mortals. He is the Governor of our 
Lives, and our ſole Patron in all Neceſſities. Let us 


extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 


I am by Nature Contemplative, and Thoughtful ; 
but 1 muſt needs acknowledge, That owe to my 
Education among the Maſulmans the Force of my 
Faith and Pcligion. The various Turns ot Fortune 
and Experience, which I have had in che World, 

| could 
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could never yet blot out the Impreſſion of my early 
Years, or diminiſh the Reverence I have for our 
Holy Prophets. I of en revolve in my Mind the 
deries of paſt Ages, and the Hiſtoiies of former 
Times, the Origin of Nations, and the various Laws, 
Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverſe the diffe- 
rent Epocha's of the Poſterity of Hrubim and the 
Gentiles, comparing the Date of ael's Tranſmi- 
gration out of Egypr, with the Years of Nabonaſſar 
and the Olympiads. In all of them I find great Ob. 
ſcurity, Contradiction, and Doubtfulneſs, which puts 
me upon examining the Records of Egypt, and the 
Aſyriars. The Antiquity of both is very great, and 
yet it comes far ſhort of the Chincſe Chronology, 
and that of the Indian Bramins 
When I have tir'd my Soul with a vain Sezrch 
cf that which can never be diſcovered ; when I con- 
ſider the Probability of an Univerſal Deluge in the 
Time of Noah, — the Arguments which almoſt 
demonſtrate the contrary, comparing this with the 
Flood of Deucalion, and that other of Ogyges : In 
a Word, When I reflect on the numberleſs Incon- 
ruities that are found in the Regiſters of Paſt Ages, 
cannot but conclude, there is as much Reaſon fer 
me to believe, That GOD has determinately thus 
darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he 
confounded their Language at Babel, according to 
the celebrated Relation of Meſes. Whence it will 
be but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe latter 
Times, to ſeck for any Aſſurance, or Certainty of 
the Truth, in Matters of ſo remote and early a 
Date. Ln 
Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own Tra- 
ditions, the ters to the Manuſcripts of Moſes and 
their Rabbi's; the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Triſmegiſius, Orpheus, Homer, Heſood, T heo- 
pbraſtus, and other Sages of Egypt, Phænicia, and 
Greece ; I, for my Part, acquieſce to the Volume of 
Ma jeſiy 
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Majeſty, the great Alcoran; and the Writings of 
of our Holy Doctors, 4rabians, the Sons of Iſn el; 
not puzzling my ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Que- 
tions ; not cenſuring otters who worſhip God after 
their own Way, and the Documents of their Fa- 
thers ; but firm!y believing, That he who ſerves GOD 
according to the Dictates of his Reaſon ; who is juſt 
to Men and Beaſts, and in all Things conſerves an 
ianocent Purity of Life; is as accept:ble to the Great 
Creator, and Impartial Judge of the Univerſe, as he 
that has had the Ha pineſs to be inſtructed in the po- 
ſitive Injunctions 1 Heaven, the Reveal'd Will of 
the Omnipotent. And this I take to be the Senſe of 
our Holy Law-giver, of the M. as, and of all the 
8 in general. | 2 

Poubtleſs, that Supertatively Merciful and Indul- 
gent, connives at the Fraily of Mortals; he pities 
the invincible Ignorances of ſome, and the fatal Ne- 
ceſſities of others. He knows the infinite Variety of 
our Bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally different 
Bent of our Souls. He conſiders the Force of the 
Elements and Climates wherein we live, and the un- 
conquerable Influence of the Stars under which we 
were born. The whole Syſtem of Human Nature, 
with its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is expos'd to the 
Eyes of him who ſees all Things. He is no Stranger 
to the Anatomy of his own Works; ther-fore he re- 
'Quires no more of Men, than can be expected from 
the Faculties with which he was endu d them. Neither 
will he damn any Man for an involuntary Evil. 

O Mohammed, This is my Faich, my Hope, and 
my Confidence. Otherwiſe, I ſhould deſpair every 
Moment. If J am guilty of Error and Preſump:ion, 

correct me in thy Wildom. For, before thee, I am 
but as an Iaiot. 


Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, 
of the'Year 1662. | 
LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To Haſnadar-Baſſi, Chief Treaſurer to 
bis Highneſs. 


# | HE F. ach have newly felt the Motions of the 

| a Joy, whoſe Birth and Growth was like that 
of a Muſhrome, ſudden and ſwift, the Product of a 
very little Time, and which ended in Mourning and 
Tears. The Moon of November beheld a Daughter 
born to the Queen of France; But that Planet had 
hardly carried the News thro' all the Signs of the 
Zadlaci, and commanded the Stars of France to cele- 
brate a Dunalma; before She was obliged te be the 
Meſſenger of more ſad Tidings, and to proclaim the 
Death of this young 'Princehs to the Conſtellations 
that aſſiſted at her Birth. 

In a Word: She was Born on the 18:h of the 
11th. Moen, and died on the zoth of the 12th. It 
looks as She only came into the World to be - 
Witneſs of the Concluſion of the Peace between 
her Father Leis XIV. and her Grandfath:r Philip 

the King of Spain; and ſo return to the Region of 
ſeparate Souls. 8... SY 

I'his Peace was in-general Terms Sign'd and Seal'd 
long ago, but there remain'd ſome Difficulties in ad- 
juſting che Limits of the French Conqueſts, which were 
referr d to the Management of Commiſſioners on both 
Sides: And theſe, after they had debated the Matter 
for the Space of TwWo Years, at St Omar, Arras, 
and Metz, at leng finiſhed their Negotiation on 
the 25th of the.11th Moon of the laſt Year. Which 
was juſt Seven Days after Nativity of the French 
Princeſs. 
Tais Royal Infant alſo lived to ſee Dunkirk, one 
of the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the World, re-deliver'd 
to her Father by the Eng/i, in whoſe Hands — 
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had been ever ſince 'twas firſt taken from, the Spa- 
niards. . The King took Poſſeſſion of this impotant 
Place in his own Perſon, entring the Town on the 2d 
of the laſt Moox. | 

is look'd upon as a grand Overſight in the Eng- 
lig, thus tanely to 1 with a Fortreſs which is 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Northern 
Seas. But Money over rules all other Conſiderations, 
__ it ſeems, the Exg/i4 Court had Occaſion for 
Gold. 

There is lately a good Underſtanding eſtabliſh'd 
between this King and the Emperor of Germany. 
They often write friendly Letters one to another, 
and ſcem to be perfectly reconcil'd, To ſpeak the 
Truth, this may be call d the pacifick Year among 
the Inhabitants of Furope: For, excepting ſome 
Skirmiſhes and Bravado's of War between the Spa- 
niards and the Portugueze, all the reſt of Chriftendom 
is in Peace. And the Portugaeze have ſo ſtrengthened 
themſelves by marrying their I[afanta to the Engl 
King, tha: what through his Aſſiſtance, and the Aid 
of Fance, they have almoſt reduced Spain to a Ne- 
ceſſity of making Peace. . | 

Thou wilt ſay, The Portugueze have over-reach'd 
the Engliſb in the Dowry they give with their Ja- 
Fanta. . This is only the Town of Tangier in Barba- 
ry. A Place which will colt them far more to de- 
fend againſt the Moors, than it is really worth. For, 
thoſe bold Africans will perpetually aſſault the 
Town, and oblige the King of England to maintain 
a vaſt Garriſon in it, beſides a Multitude of other 
Expencez>_ This makes the Portugreze ſecretly ſmile, 
to find themſelves handſome rid of Two great and 
burthenſome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 
Blood, and a Old Fortreſs of no Uſe or Service, 
ſave only to diminiſh the publick Treaſure, and make 
away with ſome Thouſands of Men every Year. 


IIluſtrious 
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Illaftrious Grandee, Tis no ſmall Hacouragement 
to the poor Exild Mahmut, That tio he ma- 
lign'd, flander'd, and perſecuted by his Enemies, 
yet he ſtill finds Protection and Friendſhip from the 
principal Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which I was formerly accuſto- 
med, my Salary is now augmented to the Proportion 
of my Neceſſary Expences ; Money is ſent me with a 
liberal Hand, and my Slandeters are put to Silence 
and Shame. 

Thou may'ſt acquaint the Divan, That there is 
now at this Court, the eldeſt Son to the King of 
Denmark. What his Buſineſs is, People conjecture; 
variouſly, Some ſay, tis Love; others affirm, twas 
only the Deſire of ſeeing Forcign Courts drew this 
Prince from his Native Country. 

Thou may'ſt alto inform them, The the Duke of 
$.,voy has married a Princeſs of the Blood Royal; 
they call her Mademoiſelle de Vulois. Eliachim the 
7nv lies dangerouſly fick of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfect Health 
fince I came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of the 
Grand Signior : whom GOD long preierve on the 
Throne of the Ozttomans, 99 5 


5 Paris, roth of the iſt Moon, 
+. of the Year 1663. 


—— — — — 


LETTER. XIV. 
To the Kaimachamy Fek Bagg 


- 


— 


L RE is a Man come to this City, a Calabrian 

by Birth, and of ail Countries by Education: 

For he has been a Traveller ſrom his 3 
L4 


8 2 


the Rudiments of that Science from him, having heard 
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what he relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks all, 
or moſt of the Languages of Europe very fluently, 
and is reſorted to by People of divers Countries, un- 
der the Character of a Fortune-Teller and Phyſician. 
He performs both Parts to the Admiration of all that 
bave been with him. 

The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daily, 
and ſo do Perſons of meaner Birth. I hey diſcover 
to him their ſecret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom 


fails of Succeſs in curing them. He beſtows Ten 


Hours a Day in freely cenverſing with People of all 
Ranks and Qualities healing the Diſeaſes. of ſome, 
and telling others their Future Diſtinies. 

went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn my 
Fate (for | have little Faith in modern Frophets or 
Aftrologers ; nor to be c-r'd of any Diitemper, - - 
having no Eſteem for Quacks and Empiricks; be- 
ſides, I was in good Health at that Time) but Cu- 
riofity was the only Motive which led me thither, 
that I might improve myſelf in other Reſpe&s, by 
this Stranger's Company, and learn ſomething which 
L knew not before of Foreign Courts, whereby I 
might become more ſerviceable to the Grand Signior 
in this Station, and farther unravel the Secrets 
of Chriſtian Princes. For ſo it often falls out, 
That a Man reaps ſome conſiderable Advantage 
from the Society of I ravellers, and Men of Ex- 

rience : And, I had goed Reaſon to hope for 
ome Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, who is 
thought worthy to be courted by the Crandees of 
Fance. 


Wherefore I addseſſed myſclf to bim with 


Abundance of Ceremony and Regard ; ufing alſo as 


much Diſſimulation as | thought neceſſary to con- 
ceal myſelf, and the Deſign 1 had in coveting bis 
Friendſhip; I ſeem d a great Admirer of Judicial 
Aſtrology, and told him, I was very amvitious to learn 


his 
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his Skill highly commended not only by vulgar 
Fame, but by the Mouths of Men of Senſe and Qua- 
Itty, who gave him a fair Character. I ſaid a great 
deal more to inſinuate my ſelf into his good Opini- 
on. But there being Company with him, he re- 
turn'd my Compliments with much Civility, and' 
deſired ine to come to him at a more convenient 
Seaſon, and to leave my Name, that he might order 
his Servants to give me a kind Reception at any Time 
if he himſelf ſhould be out of the Way, becauſe it 
was common to ſend many from the Door, without- 
introducing em | told him, My Name was Titus of 
Moldavia, and that my Buſineſs at Paris was to ſtudy 
in the Academy, in order to my Preferment in the 
Church. When he had taken down this in Writing, 
with the Hour and Minute of the Day, after the 
Manner of Aftrologers; he begg'd me to excuſe the 
Neceſſity he was under of returning to his Company; 
and ſo 1 took my Leave. 

Not many Days after, I went to him again, full 
of Hopes that I ſhould benefit much by his Compa- 
ny. Putas ſoon as he ſaw me, he ſurprized me with 


this Language : | a 

Sir, 75 Eh ventur d much in coming to me ; For 
now "tis in my Power to diſcover you and your Busi- 
neſs in this City. But, if I ſhould bitray any Man, 
my Gift would be taken from me. I am neither @ Fol- 
lower / Moſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet, nor of any Set 
that is now extant on Earth: But I adore the Spirit 
end Soul of the Univerſe, awhich is Eternal and In- 
finite. Therefore I ha e no Man for his Religion, let 
it be what it will, And you that are not wwhat you 
ſeem to be, fhull receive no mere Hurt from me in this 
Place, than the Coaijator of Paris: For I am of no 
Party or Faction. . Men are equally my Friends, 
who do me mo Wrong; and every Place is my 
Ilame 


Thou 


— cp 


an excellent A/relcger, 
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Thou may'ſt imagine, that I was in no ſmall Aſto- 
niſhment at this Uiicourile. But recollecting my 
Spirits, and conſidering it had always been my Op- 
nion, That theſe Fortune-'l <&llers deal by Confede- 


racy ; and ſuſpecling that my Name being known 


to him ſo long before, it was not difficult for him 
to inform himſelf ſomething of me; ory that ſome 
Body of his Acquaintance who knew me, had ſeen 
me go in and out from him, and fo told him fome 
of my Circumitances; I made a Shew of going 
away dillatizfy'd, ſaying, If will be but lofi Time to 


. hearkin any longer to you ; for, I perceive you know no- 


thing of me, in telling me I'm not the Man I ſeem to be. 
No, reply'd he, w.th an obliging Kind of Earneſtneſs. 
You are an Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaftern Prince 
incognito. Then he went on, and told me in a few 
Words ſome forn er Paſſages of my Life. He hint- 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Reſi- 
dence at Paris; mentioned my Captivity at P. l- 
mo, ard the Re-encounter I had with, my old Sicili- 
en Maſter. To be brief, He told me ſo many other 
Things which | knew to be true of my ſelf, that I 
grew very uneaſy in his Company, and yet durſt not 
depart from him on a ſudden, or ſhew any Diſcon- 
tent. But muſtering together all the Diſſimulation 
and Artiſ ce I could, I turn'd the Diſcourſe to other 
Subjecis; ſeeming very importunate to learn 4frolog y 
of him, and promiſing him a large Gratuity, if he 
would teach me, I fairly took Leave, reſolving, if 
oflitle, never to fee him more. | 
Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I was 


| when I came Home to my Chamber, and 1 on 


what had paſs d between this Stranger and me. I am 
not ctedulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pretended 
Revelations. Yet, I proteſt ſolemnly, I could not 
forbear thinking he was endu'd with and extraor- 
dinary Faculty of 3 or, at leaſt, chat he was 
ay, to this Day I know 

not 


Vol. VI. 3 Se at PAT. 127 


not well what to conclude of him. He may, for 
aught I know, be a Damn Incarnate ; or perhaps 
he is a Magician. Sometimes I think one Thi 
and ſometimes another, If he performs tt eſe Pro- 
hetick Parts by Confederacy, ftill I'm at a Loſs 
w he ſhould. come to know ſo much of me, who 
always thought myſelf the privateſt Man in Paris, 
and have neglected no Methods that were proper t 
render me ſuch in Truth. Then I ſuſpect my old 
Sicilian Maſier is one of this Man's Correſpondents, 
and has told him ſome of my Circumſtances : For [ 
have no Reaſon to be Jealous of Eliachim the Few, 
It muſt be ſome ſach Way, or elſe he is more than a 
Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the Secrets 
r GOD defend thee from 
Sage Kaimacham, 1 pray efend thee from 
nterſeits, 


the Snares of Cou and falſe Pretenders, 
Paris, 13th of the 1ſt Moon, + hm er? 


of the Year 1663. 


ä 


LETTER XX. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


7 HAT I am going to relate would ſeem in- 
| credible to my ſclf, and for that Reaſon T _ 
would not give it any Room in a Letter to all the 
diſcerning Miniſters of the Porte, were it not con- 
firm'd by Letters from ſeveral Merchants in the 
North Parts of Holland, to their Correſpondents in 
this City. And they all That on the gth 
Day of the Moen of November, a ſtrange Man was 
ſeen to float on the Sea near the Shore, being ſup- 
ported by a Piece of Timber, on which he fate 
with a Bottle of 5 in his Hand. T0 
| 9 


= 
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who firſt beheld this Spectacle, were fiſhing in a 
' ſmall Boat; and judging him to be the Relique of 
ſome Shipwreck for there had been violent Tem- 
peſts in thoſe Seas about that Time) made up to him, 
and took him into their Skiff. He expreſs'd his 
' Gratitude for this Kindneſs, in the beſt Manner he 
cou'd (for no Body underſtood his Language) And 
when he came aſhore, he fell on his Knees; and 
having lifred up his Eyes and Hands to Heaven, he 
proſtrated himſelf, and kiſs d the Earth. His Gar- 
ments were ma de of the Skins of Fiſhes, the Hair of 
his Head of a flaxen Colour, and he feem'd not to 
be faint for Want of Svſtenance : Which made ever 
one conclude, That he had kept up his Spirits with 
that Chymical Liquor in the Bottle, which was near 
half emptied. | 
As ſoon as he ſaw the rifing Moon, he fell on 
his Face, and mutter'd certain barbarous Words, 
knocking his Forehead againſt the Ground : Then 
he roſe and danced after a wild Manner, ſinging 
pretty natural Airs; and at every Stop, wich his 
right Hand extended, pointed to that Planet, expreſ- 
king both in Tone and Actions much Devotion and 
ove. | 
Many learned Men were ſent for, to conſider of 
this Stranger, and, if poſſible, by Signs, or other 
Means, 40 diſcover from whence he came, and what 
Fate or Accident had thus abandon'd him to the Fu- 
.ry of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of 
Hunger, Cold, and Watching ; and to the devour- 
ing Jaws of Sea Monſters. But al their Efforts 
were unſucceſsfal ; they ſpake to him in ſeveral 
Languages, and he anſwer d them, but ſtill in a Dialect 
different from any of theirs, and altogether un 
known. He ſeem'd to utter his Words in a Tone 
between whiftling and finging , which made fome 
conclude he ,w.s a Chins/e, becauſe that People : 
prononce many of their Letters after the _ ] 
; an- 


FE 
e 
E 
e 
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Manner.” So do the Inhabitants of Tonquin and 
Malabar, with other Kingdoms in the EA of 4a; 
and Letters with them are as ſignificant as Words 


with the Eurcprans. They ſhew'd him Globes and 


Maps of the World, done by ſeveral Hands, and in 
various Languages, with particular Charts of all the 
Maritime Regions on Earth But, to no other Pur- 
poſe, than to excite his Devotion afreſh to the Moon, 


whoſe Reſemblance he ſaw on ſome of thoſe Pa- 
pers. He would ſmile at that Sight, kiſs his Fore- 


finger,” and with a Religious Complaiſance touch 
the Figure of that Planet: Then ſeeming to be in 
a wonderful Good- Humour, he would turn round 
and fall a Dancing, with his Arms ſtretch'd and 
turn'd in the ſame Poſture, as thoſe who uſe Ca- 
ſtanets, or Cymbals: Singing all the while a Sort 


of inarticulate Sounds, but ſurpriſingly Muſical and 


Sweet So that no Body knew what to make of 
him. | | 8 | 
He appeared very temporate, modeſt, and reſign'd 


refuſing no Meats or Drinks that were ofer'd him, 


yet neither eat nor drank to Exceſs: Neither was he 
diſcontented*at his Lodging. or any other Uſage ; 
though they tried to vex him ſeveral Ways, that they 


might ſee how he would vent his Paſſion. But he 


ſmiled at all, and ſubmitted patiently to every Thing 

they impoſed on him. | 
One Thing was obſervable, that where-ever he 
ſaw any Water, he would run to it immediately, 
and waſh himſelf, as. well as he. could in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, never forgetting to ſprinkle ſome to- 
ward that Part of the Heaven, here the Moon was 
viſible. And when they led him into the Fields, 
or Gardens, he would = the Graſs and Flowers, 
and with a compoſed, Look, would throw them up 
in the Air, adding ſach Religious Geſtures, as gon- 
vinced every one, That he did it in Honour of fome 
Power above. Various were the Conjectures of Men 
G2 about 
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about him; ſome were of one Opinion, and others 
of a quite different. No body could N con- 
elude any Thing. Neither is . e, as I'm in- 
:form'd, for the wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts, to find out 


M ; 

Perha "He is ſach another as In Rapibabet, a 
Perfian Writer, mentions, Who in the Year of the 
Hegyra, 502, was taken up by a Merchant-ſhip of 
India, in the Streights of Bab. Mandel, pretendi 
to be Dumb, but capable of Hearing, Writing, 
Expreſſing Hingſelf in ſeveral other Ways, if any body 
could have underſtood his Language. At he 
was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, run away from 
his Maſter; an Ingenious Fellow, and One that 
ſpoke all the Languages of thoſe Parts ; and there- 
fore, that he might Admir'd, would be ſure to 
.wiite in a Character of his own Invention, which 
the Greateſt Sages could not read, | 

Mighty Baf/a, Thou Encountereſt on that Element 
with flrange Monſters, and Creatures under no Name 
or Predicament that is known; yet none ſo terrible 
and dangerous as Cheats and Impoſtors. From which, 
I pray Heaven, Defend thee and me: For they infe& 
both the Sea and the Land. 


Paris, 1;thof the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1663. ö 


— 


- EEA XXL 
7 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at 
| Vienna. 

1 HE Term of our long mutual Silence, erjoyn d 


us by our Superiors, is now happily expir d; 
and we have with good S$ycccſs. manag d our ſepa- 


rate 
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rate Parts, without —_— any dence to- 
her. This was only a Trial of our Fidelity, Con- 
ut; and Obedience: Or, twas no more 
than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of State. 
For tis uſual with Great Men, thus to practice Ex- 
periments on thoſe whom deſign to employ in 
the moſt important Aﬀairs. Whatever it be, we have 
acquitred Ourſelves like Truſty Slaves; and that's 
enough ſor us. | | 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer- 
chant ; one in whom I confide. Here are Abundance 
of that Nation in Paris, and other Parts of France. 
They travel- up and down, from one Country and 
City to another, under the ' Pretext of Trading; but 
are really Spics;- ſent from the Princes of the Faß. 
to obſerve the Councils of theſe Wfern Courts, 
the Deſigns of Nmarene Monarchs, and to take 
an exact Eſtimate of the Strength and Riches of 
theſe- Infid./s., For though yay outwardly profeſs 
themſelves to be Followers of 7e/us, yet in their 
Hearts they Believe the Alcoran, and Honour Ma- 
bomet our Holy Law-giver. | 

There is a Kind of Megrc# in Truth, which for- 

cibly carries the Mind along with it. Men readil 
embrace the Dictates of ſincere Reaſon, yet thoſe 
of thy Nation are Obftinate, and ſhut their Eyes 
wilfully againſt the very Light of Nature. You 
over-va'ue - yourſelves and your Lineage, becauſe 
you are the Poſterity of //aac, the Son of Sarah, 
the Free- woman, and Wife of Ibrahim; reproach- 
ing us, That we are the Offspring of //mae/, the Son 
of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. You conſider 
not, That Iſmael was the Eldeft Son of that glorious 
Patriarch; and that by the Law of Mz/cs, it is enac- 
ted, That the Fr born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 
ther's Patrimony, though he were Son of a baſe, 
abject Slave, or hated Concubine. Did M/s make 
a Law contrary to that af his Fathers ? Or, cou d 
| : - lora- 
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{brahim the Beloved ef GOD, do any Thing contra- 
ry to the Divine Will? How, then could he be guilty 
of Diſinheriting mnael his Eldeſt Son, the Flower of 
his Strength, and Firſt- fruit of his Vigour? Poube- 
leſs, the Majeſty ard Light of God, which paſſed 
from Adam to Seth, Enoch, Neuh, and Ibrahim, reſt- 
ed alſo on Ima, Heir Apparent of the Divine Pro- 
miſes, Father of many Princes and Noble Nations. 

Let thoſe therefore of thy Nation ceaſe to boaſt of 
their Pedigree, and exalt themſelves above the victo- 
rious and triumphant Imaclites, Children of a high 
Stock, a Race wherein ſhines forth the Luſtre of 
Ancient Renown, and the Right of Primogeniture : 
A Lincage of IIluſtrious Honour, Multiplied as the 
Leaves of the Trees, Numerous as the Stars of 
Heaven, Proſperous in all Things, by the Special 
Benedictlion of GOD, Whereas, thou know'ſt, the 
If, aclirts never made any great Figure on Earth, and 
are now reputed no better till an Vagaboncs hroughout 
the Wr. Lo) 02. en 

Your Rabti's' reply to this; by owning} that our 
Fatier Iſnael was ii decd a Great Prince, but that he 
as withal a wild and ſavage Man, who ſupported 
iis NMobility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, 
dwelling altogether in Deſarts, and unfrequented 
cen; rotbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Fraycilers'; <p prefiing the Poor, and murdering the 
Innocent. In nne, they give this Character of him, 
pat ,, Hau Was „gal very Man, and rer) 
Mon, Hund againſt Hmm. 

10 this Accuiation they alſo add another, That 
e Princes of the EA, wilo deſcend from nal, 
ive all aleng, even io this Day, eſtabliſhed their 
Ihrones in Cruel'y, Mailacres, and Pearticides ; 
Fathers bereaving their Cluiuren of the Lives they 
gave them, ard Clulcren put.ing their Farents to 

Death; Brothers niu:dering Brothers, and facri- 


ficing their nearclit le ations to the Maxims of a 
barbarous 
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barbarous Policy, the reſtleſs Suſpicions of State. 
And that all this is more eſpecially manifeſt in the 
Sublime Houſe of the Invincible Ortomans. | 

Theſe are the Charges of Hebrew Spight, the 
Slanders which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of 
Ibrahim, even on Iſmael! and his Children, to this 
Day. But I would have thee, Nathan, reflect im- 
partially on Things and ſuffer not thy Judgment 
to be impoſed on by the Sophiſtry of your Scribes, 
Look back to the Primitive Times of Hfrael, ex- 
amine the written Law, the Records of Me,, and 
the Seniors. There thou wilt meet with frequent 
Examples of thoſe very Crimes which you lay to our 
Charge; true Parallels of the ſuppoſed Tyranny and 
inhuman Actions, with which you tax the unblemiſh'd 
Iſmarlitrs. 4 4 N 

Did not your Father Jacob ſupplant his own El- 
deſt Brother En? Did he not cheat his Uncle Læ- 
ban of his Sheep? What was wanting to him of .. 
mael's Valour and Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a 
Fox-like Craft and Subtilty. Yet, how often did he 
plunder the Children of Hamer ? And boaſted after- 
wards of the Preys he had taken from them with his - 
Bow and Spear. | 

When your Father came out of Fgype, what a 
Carnage did, Maſes their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the Sons of Levi to ariſe with their 
Swords in their Hands, and every Man to kill bis 
Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour ; ſo that 
there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 
Three and Twenty Thouſand Men; yet, for the 
Sake of this deteſtable Tragedy, he bleſſed em, fay- 
ing, Yiu have conſecrated your Hands this Day in 
Blood, every Man in the Blood of his Neighbour, Be- 
hold the Original of your Prieſthood, which is the 
higheſt Rank of Nobiliry among the Jews / 


G 4 Re- 
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Which at- firit took from me the 
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Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off the 
whole Race of Be,jamin, ſo that there were not 
«bove, Six Hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. 
T orget not alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Me- 
val got the Sovereinty, by maſlacring Seventy of 
lis own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Records 


| ſay, That GOD gave you Kings in bis Wrath, among 


v hom there was not One Who was not a Man o 
Flood. And in the whole Catalogue. youcan ſcarce 
{nd Four whe are not tainted with Sacril ge, Idola- 

uy, and other enormous Vices | 
la a Word, Nathan, both the Sons of nac and 

Jaac were but Men; and if thou haſt nothing elſe to 
object againſt the Former but what thou muſt confeſs 
the Latter was equally guilty of, I adviſe thee hence- 

ſorth to lay the Hand upon thy Mouth, and ceaſe to 

ſpeak Evil of thoſe againſt whom no Man can ſharpen 

his Tongue or Pen, and proſper. 


Faris, 22d of the 2d Moon, | 
of the Year 1663. | \ 


” FRY 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the ſame. © 


Concluded my other Letter ſome hing imper- 
fectly, and ſhort of my Defign ; being interrupt- 

ed by aſudden Deluge of Humours overtiowing m 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeſt in my Head, 
— of thinking 
regularly, and of ſeeing how to write, I am often 
ſubject to theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to many 
other Maladies. mY Body ſenſibly decays ; Age and 
Care, Watching Sicknels, with a u Ca- 
dies 
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ſualties beſides, have almoſt diſſoly'd this congeal'd 
Medly of the Elements. Methinks, I am now no 
more than à poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune have left a dry and wither d Skin, for Mode- 
ſty's Sake, to cover its Nakedneſs ; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and Arteries, ſhrunk Sinews, Tendons, 
Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine of 
Bones together, and keep it in Motion. In a Word, 
1 ſeem to my ſelf to be only a H:bgeblin, or Ghoſt in 
Diſguiſe ; 1 cannot ſay Incarnate, (for I've loſt all 
my Fleſh) but only bag d or clouted up in the moſt 
contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiquated Relicks 
of Mortality, like a Maudiin, and Scare-cro:v, I hang 
t gether by Geometry. 

et, ſuch as I am at this Years, I fill poſſeſs, at 
certain Seaſons,, more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 


t an in the Days of my Youth, when I was full 


of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul 
ſometimes fluttering her Wings, and. briſkly - ſha- 
king off the heavy, ſlimy Clogs of Earth, of Sleep. 
and of Enchanted Life, or Living Death. She ftruts 
and plum e; Herſe!f, She moun:s aloft, and glides in 
happy, though but momeatary Foretaſtes of Eter- 
=! Bliſs. And then lur'd down again by Charms 
of her accuſtom'd- Eaſe and Pleaſure in the Fleſh, 
he comes to Hand at Call, and being Hoodwink'd 
from the Radiant Light of Heaven, She tamely 
perches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, which 
eaſily conveys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This 
is the Changeable State of Mortals, and we muſt 
not expect a fixed Condition on this Side the Se- 
pulchre : This Noble and the Vulgar areequally liable 
to theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit ; neither can the 
more Exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, privi- 
1. them from the common Frailties of Mankind. 
ey are no otherwiſe Ciſtinguiſh's from the 
Meaneſt of their Slaves, than only by the Vaſt- 
neſs of their Poſſeſſions, their numerous Retinue, 
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their onlimited Power, and the Pageantry of ex- 
denen eee Sr oth i prong 
If ve examine the Origin of Nobility, and Royal 
Grandeur; if we trace the Genealogies of Princes 
and Potentates up to their Fountain, we (Fall find 
the Firſt Fathers of thoſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel 
Butchers of Men, Oppreſſors, Tyrants, Perfidious, 
Truce-breakers, Robbers, and Parrictdes. In a 
Word, The'moſt Primitive 8 8 was no other 
than potent Wickedneſs, or dignified Impi-ty. And 
all the fucceſſive Continuations of it by In: e:itance, 
Election, or otherwiſe, even to theſe modern Times, 
are but ſo n any TraduQs of exorbitant Power and 
Honour, acquired and propap ated by the moſt enor- 
mous Vices, by Practices unworthy of Men, and of 
which the Authors themſelw es are always aſham d. 
Therefore they cover their unjuſt Encroachments 
and Invaſions, with the ſpecious Pretexts of JuRice 
and Virtue, calling that Conqueſt, which is no other 
than downright Rcbbery, and prof. ng themſelves 
Patrons of Mens Liberties and Rights, Religion and 
Law, whilft in Effect, they are the greateſt Oppreſ- 
ſors. Hy pocrites, Atheiſts, and Out laws in the 
World at 4 . 
This is not only true in the Race of Insel and 
| 2 whom I made mention in my other Letter, 
dut in all the Families which have ever made any emi- 
nent Figure and Noiſe in the World. N 
What were the Four Renowned Monarchies, but 
fo many Empires of Banditti, Governments of Free- 
 BGoeters, Pyr tes, and Licersd Thieves” As Diomedes 
told Alexander the Great : J. (ſays he) becauſe I play 
the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and down the Seas 
dieb one ſingle Ship, am accus'd as a Pyrate : Thou that 
deft the ſame Thing with a mighty Fleet, art call'd an 
Emperor. F thou wert alone, and Cuptive, as an, 
they would eflcem thee no better than a Thief: And 
were T at the Head of a numercus {rmy, as thou art, I 


ſoul 
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u'd be reverenced as an Emperor. Fer, as to the 
TFuftice of our Cauſe, there is no other Difference but 
this, That thou defi more Miſchief than J. Misfortune 
has compell d me to be a Thief; avhereas, nothing Lut 
an intolerable Pride, ard inſatiable Avarice, puts thre 
pon the ſame Courſe of Life. If Fortune would f roue 
more favourable to me, perhaps I might become better : 
Whereas, thy continual Succeſſes make Thee but the 
wworſe. Altxander admiring the Boldneſs of the Man, 
and the Reſoluteneſs of his Spirit, gave him a Com- 
mand in his Army, that ſo he might rob and plunder - 
from thenceforth by Authority. 

But, I ſhould have begun higher in Antiquity with ' 
the Empire of the 4/yrions, ſbunded by Ninus, in 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deſtruction of all 
his Neighbours, and increas'd after the ſame Me- 
thods by his Wife Scniramit, who begging of her 
Huſband, Ihe ſhe might Reign fer Five Days, and 
he granted her Requeſt, ſhe put on the Reyal Or- 
naments, and fiiting on the Throne of uncontroul- 
able Majeſty, commanded the Guards to degrade 
and kill her Huſhand. Which being done, ſhe ſuc- 
cceded in the Empire, adding At biopia to her other 
Dominions, carrying a War into India, and encom- 

ng Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at laſt ſhe 
was kill d by her Son Marat. I hus was the Mirian 
Monarchy eftabliſh'd in Regicides, Maſſacres, and 
Carnage. And by the ſame Me ho's "twas tranCa- 
ted by 41bafus to the Medes, he having caus d 
Sardanafulus, the loſt, and moſt Effeminate of all the 


Aſfjrian Kings, to die in the midſt of his Concu- 


bines. Thus was Treachery and Murther h nded 
down with the Sovereign Power; till at length C 
the Per/fian, transferr'd them to his Country ; 
whoſe Son, Cam yſes, rais'd the Second Univerſal 
Monarchy, on the additional Ruins of many other 
Kingdoms, cementing it wich the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. 3 9 all, is was tranſlated 

0 
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to the Macedonians Alexander ith: Great, not 
without any equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. From whom at laft it devolv'd to the 
Romans. | | 

What need J mention the ſcandalous Birth of Re- 
mulus and Reni, the Twin Sons of an inceſtuous 
Veal? Or, their debauch'd Education under a com- 
nion Proſtitute, fabulouſly veil'd by the Reman Hiſto- 
rians, under the Title of a Ve, to render the Ori- 
gin of their Empire Miraculous ? Why ſhooid I re- 
count the horrid ] ratricide committed by Romu/us 
cn Remus his Proth.cr; or the celebrated Rape of the 
Saline Wives, Virgins, and Widows ? It will ſeem 
invidious, to call to mind the deteſtable Murther of 
Titus Tacius, the Good Old Captain of the Sabines, 
with many other Parbarous NMeflacres. Yet, theſe 
enormous Crimes were the Fo. ndations of the Ro- 
„an Grandeur and Nobility, ſo formidable after- 
wards to the whole Earth. And the Superſtructure 
was an Wwerab'e, through all the various Changes and 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Region of 
Luguſiu: Caſer, under whom Rome gain'd the Title 
cf the Fourth Univerſal Meonercty. | 
This Emperor, tho' he was eſteem'd the moſt 

Mcrciful and Juft Prince on Earth, yet he eftabliſh'd 
-bis Throne in the Biood of his Kindred, ſacrifi- 
cing the Children of his Uncle to the Ends of 
State: And, that he might not deviate from the 
Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he barbarouſly 
extinguiſh'd the Off-ſpring of his Father's Brother, 
who had adopted him to the Inheritance of tke Im 
perial Dignity ; ſcorning by an unkingly Tender- 
neſs to ſpare the glorious Names of Anthony and 
Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo nearly related, and 
who had itvcſted him with Power of being fo 
28h man. | | 


I will 


— 
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I will not make ther fick, by rehearſing the abo- 
minable Lives and wicked Actions of the Nero, 
Domitiam i, Caligula s, Heliogabalns's, Galiems's, and 
the reſt of thoſe Royal Monſters. Hiſtory itſelf 
blufhes to recite ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and their 
Names are odious to all Generations. 

f we paſs from theſe might Empires to King- 
doms of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Footfteps 
oſ the ſame Vices. Both Ancient and Modern Re- 
cords are full of theſe Tragedies. The Original 
Kingdom of the Greris took its Riſe from the Parri- 
cide of Dardianis; and the Female Empire of the 
Amazon, began in the barbarous Maſſacre of their 
Huſbands. All Ages and Nations afford us Exam- 
ples of this Nature; and the higheſt Honours, Dig- 
nities and Commands, were ever acquir'd and main- 
tiin'd by the higheſt Injuſtice. 

Therefore, honeſt Nathan, let Thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but 
contented in our humble Pofts, fitting under the 
Un;brella's of a happy Obſcurity, let us ſerve the 
Grand Signior with Integrity, and Zeal void of In- 
jaſtice. 

f Paris, 22d of the 2d Moon, 

of the Year 1663 


_ 
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LETTER XXIII. 
Fo Codarafrad Cheik, a Ain of the 


HOU wilt approve the Sentence that was 
 yelterday executed on a Frenchman in this City 

who faid, He was the Son of GOD, and had perſua- 
ded a great man Lap, co People to believe him. 
He was burnt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſhes 
kick'd 
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kick'd into, a Ditch. Had he been. convicted of this 
horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signiors Domi- 
nions, he had undergone the like, or a more terri- 
ble Puniſhment : For, the 4/coran expreſly ſays, 
That God has neither Wife, Sen, Daughter, or Com- 
panion: And, that . theſe ſhall ſuffer Eternal Pains 
who teach any ſuch Doctrine. Doubtleſs there is but 
One God, and the Eternal Unity cannot be. Divided, 
or Multipled, to make more Gods in Fraction, or 
procreate an Off ſpring of dimunitive Dei izs. He, 
the Father of all” hings, dwells in Eternal Solitude, 
and from an Infinite Retirement, beholds the vari- 
ous Generations gf the Univerſe; they are all equal - 
y his Off ſpring. und tis Blaſphemy to affirm he has 
a Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion lik e unto him- 
ſelf. For he is Uggreated, Unbegotten, and Entire: 
Sole Poſſeſſor of his Own Glory, without Rival or 
Competitor. There was none before Him, neither 
ſhall there be any after Him. He is without Begia- 
aing or Ed. ; 
But theſe 7»fize/s harbour ſtrange Opinions about 
a Trinity of Gods, and follow the Doctrines of Her- 
mes, Triſmegiſtus, Plato, Plotinus, and other Pagan 
Phil:ſephers, who aſſerted a Triad in the Deity; and 
on that Baſts, founded all the Polytheiſm of the Gen- 
tiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, 
by playing the chymical Arithmetician, and extract- 
ing a Quaternity out of Three... But the Poets not 
azzling their Heads with the Myſter'es of theſe 
Divine and Unintelligible Numbers, deliver d their 
Theology in plain, groſs Fiftions, ſuitable io the Ca- 
pacities of the Vulgar: One Midwifing a Goddeſs 
out of Jupiter's Brains: Another ſtarting a God from 
his Thigh. But this filly Fellow could not derive his 
Pedigree ſo near as from a little Toe of the Divinity. 
Therefore, he was deſervedly reduc'd to his firit 


Atoms, and ſpurn'd out of the World. 
The 
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The French have various Kinds of Puniſhment for 
Male factors, but none more terrible than Breaking on 
the Wheel. Ibis is inflicted only on notorious Cri- 
mi nals, and the Manner is thus: The Party condem- 
neck is faſten d to the Wheel, with his Arms and Legs 
extended to their full Length and Wideneſs: Then 
comes the Executioner, and with a Iron Bar breaks 
one Bone after another, till the miſerable Wretch is in 
the Agonies of Death, and ſo he is left, to expire in 
unutterable Torments: For, ſome Men of ſtrong 
Conſtitutions, will retain Life in this Condition, for 
twelve or more Hours together. back. 

Honourable C:darafrad, Tho' the Executions of 
the 725 are more ſwift and ſurprizing than thoſe in 
the Ven; yet they are not Comparable to . them for 
Cruelty : The worſt Death being but a Minute's 


Pain. 
Sage Che:k, I Reverence thy Accompliſh'd Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity and Juſtice. 


Paris, 1 5th of the 3d Moon, 
be Year 1663. 


77S! 
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LETTER 1. 
To Solyman his Couſin, at Chalcedon. 


JF Commend thee for re noving thus from Place 
to P.ace ; and could wiſh that thou wouldſt 
not only exchange thy Reſidence through 

all the Cities ſeated on the Beſpberus, Pro- 

pontis, Euxine Sea, and the ſpent he viſit by 

Furns all the famous Marts in the World. 

| Praile be to GOD, we are not born in Mu/cowy, Ru/- 
a, China, or under the narrow: ſoul'd Governments 
of Hcurgus, Plato, and ſuch kind of jealous Law- 
| givers; 
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ivers; where it would be leſs Puniſhment, than the 
s of one's Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not of Liſe 
itſelf, to travel out of his Nativy Country, or for a 
Stranger to come in, excepting Foreign Ambaſſadors 
and Agents, who in China are forced to travel with 
their Faces veil'd or mufff'd,. from the Confines-to the 
Court, leſt they ſhould eſpy the Diſadvantages of the 
Country. 
| Doubcleſs, This nes r the Law of Nature 
and Nations, an Oppreſſion of Humanity, and di- 
_ realy oppoſite to the Purpoſe of GOD, when he de - 
* and made us Sociable Creatures: For, The 
ole Earth is but as one Country or Province, com- 
mon to Men and Beaſts. Lis our Element, and 
therefore we ought to be Free in it, to range where 
we pleaſe, as the Fowls: do in Air, and the Fifty 
in the Sea, without any Law, Reltraint, or Injury. 
Such a I houghtas/this, made Sccrates, when be was: 
alk'd, What Country-man he was ? anſwer, I am'a' 
Native of the Univerſe, and therefore Free” to live 
where I will. | | 
Thou know'ft our Couſin Jen, has travell'd over 
all An and Ffrick, with ſome Parts of 
My Brother Peffrli Hali, has alſo viſited many Re- 
ions in the Za. Both of them have improv'd their 
ſtates and Fortunes in the World, the one at Aftra- 
can, the other at Cenſtantinople. Follow their bs 
and thou may'ſt'have thy Heart's Content. Go, and 
obſerve the different Manners of Men, their various 
Cuſtoms, Law, and Religions. Survey the Moun- 
tains, Vallies, Deſarts, Rivers, Laker; Seas, Cities; 
Caftles, Palaces, ane all the ether defirable Objectu, 
ich embelliſi this Globe. 
But, Beware of the Infirmity of moſt Travellers; 
Meters, cocks Regione were ew? whdel thay at 
ers, as the Regions vary thro which they paſs: 
Meer Mimicks, Buifoons and Apes, who — 
Excellency in imitating every Thing they ſee, or 
| mea 
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meet with. Thus degenerating from themſelves; 
inſtead of improving their Minds in true Science and 
Wiſdom, and hardening their Bodies, to endure pa- 
tiently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fa- 
tigues and Contingencies of Human Life, Which are 
the chief Ends of Travelling, next to that of learn- 
ing how to ſerve our Sovereign and our Country in a 
more refined Manner | 
--Solyman, Never think that thou wilt deſerve the 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return 
thou canſt only boaſt of itrange and incredible Things 
thon haſt ſeen, tell monſtrous Romances, and Ficti- 
ons more Fabulous than thoſe of the Gentile Poets. 
Aim at ſolid Knowledge, and the Improvements of 
a rational Creature. As theu goeſt out a MAH. 
man, ſo return; but with all the Advantages that 
may recommend thee for ' a Perſon accompliſh'd 
in Hiſtory, Morals, Politicks, and Divine Philoſa- 


If thou dareſt not undertake a Ramble at large, 
go to thy Couſin cf at ¶Mracan, where he is ſettled. 
in a Way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy 
Voyage by the Black Sea, and the Palus Motif. 
Caſt thy Eyes on the ancient Kingdom of -Colchis, as 
thou ſatleſt by her Shores; conſider the Temper of 
the Mingrelians, Circaſſiant, and Tartars, with the 
reſt of the People through whoſe Territories thou wilt. 
s. And when thou arriveſt at Af acen, tell my 
Couſin / , That I wiſh'd thee to take this Courſe: 
He will reſpect thee for thy Uncle's Recommen- 
dation. Shew him this Letter, and let his own 
Eyes ſee the Hand- writing of Mahmut, the Aged, 
Weather beaten Slave of the Earth's Great Sove- 
reign ; the old, grey, griſled Watchman of the Sub- 
lime Porte, which is the Refuge of Mortals. He will 
find many Opportunities to advance thee. But I ad- 
viſe thee to wean thyſelf from all Fondneſs, Incon- 


ſtancy, and Diſcontent. Be true to thy Truſt, 
| PLS. | Sedu- 
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Sedulous and Active. Patient and Reſign d, Take 
all Things as they come frrm Deſtiny, without being 
peeviſh or fretful. gt | | 

So may God bleſs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the ſweet Influences of Heaven ; 
make thee happy here and hereafier. Finally, May 


| thy Reſt be on high in Paradiſe, 


Paris, iſt of the 5th Moon, 
P the eur 1663. 


| —_ —_— — 


— 
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LETTER II. 


To Peſteli Hal, his Brother, Maſter of 
te Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. - 


| HERE is no. doubt, but when thou waſt in 

de Idi, the Names of Sultan Dara, Su- 
jab, Aurengzebe, and Morad Batebe, were not leſs, 
kr.ewn to thee, than that of their Father Cha lebar, 
the Grand Mogul. Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity 
ca'l'd thee often to the Coure, where thou halt 
beard the Characters of theſe young Princes, whoſe 
early Years furniſh'd the Werld with Matter of 
Noiſe and great, Expectations, and gave the old 
Monarch that begat them Trouble and Care enough. 
to keep them in Order, and prevent their Machina- 
tions againſt one another, as well as againſt Him- 
ſelf. F or in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided 
into Factions, and a Royal Envy mix d with Ambi- 
tion, whetting Brothers and Siſters againſt each other, 
who by Nature were made for the Officers of recipro 

Love. | 


Surely, tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children. 


to be thus born Candicates of a Crown, when each. 
bs 
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is oblig d by a Principles of Self Preſervation, to — 
ſue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant to Hu- 
manity, and the Affection that is due to thoſe of the 
ſame Blood: When ſhaking off all Tenderteſs and 
Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother muſt ſheathe 
their Swords in each others Bowel, to prevent 
their own Fate; and raviſh a Crown by Force, 
to fave their Lives. | | 
Vet, This is the Misſortune of all the Eaten Courts, 
That they cannot ſee a Prince aſoend the Throne, 
without the Slaughter of his Brethren, and all that 
can be ſuſpecled to pretend, or ſtand in Compe- 
tition with him for Sovereignty, __ _ 

However, It muſt be confeſſed; That the Indian 
Policy in this Point, is far more Generous than 
that of the O:romans or Perfiuns ; who either imme- 
dlately after their Poſſefion. of the Throne, Mur- 
ther in cold Blood; all the reſt of their Lineage; or 
at leaſt, Impriſon them in ſome dark Dungeon, du- 
ning their Lives, and, notfeldoni, put out their Eyes. 
And this is owning to the Diſadvantage the unhappy 
Children of our Monarchs lie under, in that from 
their Infancy” they are confined to the Serag/io, and 
etucatedunder the Tutelage of Women and Eunuchs, 
even during the whole Lite of their Fatber; ſo that 
he who is advanced to the "Throne, has all the reſt in 
is Cuſtody the firſt Hour of his Reign. © © 

Whereas; In I-4:/fan the Princes of the Blood 
are committed to Able and Learned Tutors, and 
as they grow in Years, increafing alſo in Know- 
ledge, Wiſdom and Courage, they are diſpoſed of, 
every one ſuitable to his Capacity. Some being made 
Miniſters of State, other Generals of Armies, or 
Governors of Provinces: Whereby each is put in 
a Condition to make Parties for Himſelf, among the 
Grandees, and thoſe of inferior Degree, and to 
fortify kts Intereſt in Court and City; Ebony and 
Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all 4 

their 
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ther Wit and Courage -in, for the Sake of Inheri- 
tance ; and tis more equal, to let them Nobly 
ſcirmiſh for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery 
for Life or Death, chan to ſet up one with the —4 
tage and Character of a — and turn the Scraiii 
_ 1 always polluted with Roya, Innocent 

00 

But every State purſues its own Maxims ; and 


there are not wanting Men of the Law, who Jaſtify = 


this Inhuman Comduct of our Sultans, as the on 
Means to prevent Publick Diſtractions and Civil 
Wars; which always ha 


ppen where there are 
Pretenders to the Im Dignity; as it — 4 
out in the Indies. 


I need not acquaint thee with what 
nities and Commands the Great Mogul inveſted his 
four Sons. I hou couldft ſufficiently inform thy ſelf 
of theſe Things when theu waſt at Deb, the Tf 
City. of Id an. Neither need I ſay an 
Re uche nara Bigum, or his Sifter 2 
Daughters of Cha hear. Thos des hat bee thereto in 
Perſon ; know'ſt more of theſe Things than I, who 
am oblig'd to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my Intelligence of the Iadian Affairs. 

But I can certify thee of ſomething which has been 
tranſacted there ſince thy Return to Conflantimople:; 
the Fame whereof, perhaps, is not yetarrived at the 


ial City. 

* then, That in the Vear 1655, ele 
being ſpread abroad through the Provinces of dia, 
that Cha khan was dead, each of his four Sons be- 
to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
EY uſual. in ſuch Caſes for ambitious Perſons to 
do, by Courting the Omrah's _ Rajab's, with large 
Preſents and lar — e che Soldiery 
with immenſe Largeſſes: In ord, by rouzing 
up the Friendſhip and Integrity of their Adhe: 
rents, and by winning over to their difle- 
rent 


. 


142 LerTTtxs Hrit by Vol. VI. 
rent Parties, with whatſoever elſe was thought neceſ- 
ſary, to carry on a proſperoas War againit one ano- 
ther: For the innate e of Reigning, had equally 
poſſeſs d them all. But Deſtiny, whi — — and 
conſummates Human Events, had reſerv d the Crown 
for Aurengzebe, who ſurpaſs d all the reſt in Policy 
and Diſſimulation. | 
With -profound Craft this Prince orer reach'd his 
younger Brother, Marad Batche, and put him in 
Chains, in the Mitt of Murad own Army; pacify- 
ing the Officers with Bribes, and the common Sol- 
diers with Increaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſent their 
General away Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt Caſtles. 
This was the firſt conſiderable Stroke he gave to- 
wards gainning a Crown. For now he was not 
only rid of one Competitor, and the moſt dangerous 
of all the reſt, but alſo became Maſter of his Army, 
. andall his Treaſure ; which being join'd to his own, 
put him in a Condition to purſue his Goed-Fortune 
with Succeſs. Yet the War laſted almoſt fix Years ; 
his Brother, Sultan Szjah, keeping him in play on 
the Side of Bengal. and Sultan Dara near the Capital 
Cities Agra eren a 
But at laſt, they were both forced to yield to the 
Fortune of Aurengzebe. In fine, He was effabliſh'd, 
and now fits on the Throne of his Fathers; whilſt 
they fell Sacrifices to the Jealouſy and Revenge of 
their victorious Brother; being, as I am iaform'd 
taken Priſoners, and afterwards poiſoned, or hurried 
out of the World ſome other Way. | 
Thus paſſes away Human Glory, like a Cloud, 
driven before the Wind; or like the Smoke of a Fire, 
which looks bright and gay for a while, crackles, and 
Lives Heat to all that are near it, but is either ſud- 
denly quench d with Water, or evaporates into Air, 
and is no more remember d. r £2 
Dear Pefteli, Conſider that this Earth is not our 
Native Country: We are Foreigners here Ry 
5715? er 
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Jet us improve ourſelves, by every Thing we er- 
counter, in Knowlenge and Virtue, without learning 
the Vanity and Vices of Mortals 


Pais, qth'of the ich M 
of the Year 1663 


i. —_— — 


— 


LETTER III. 
To Uſeph, Baſſa. 
E RE is great Rejoycing for the Converſion 


of a certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of 


the Roman Church. They call him the Duke of 
 Mecklembourgh. He is ſaid to ſpring from an ancient 
Race of Kings among the Vandal. This Court ca- 
reſſes him in an extraordinary Manner, as they uſually 
do all Profelytes of his high Quality ; as for poor 
and vulgar Converts, they ſerve only to become the 
Prieſts Slaves, and Aſſes. 

The King, who is ſtyled The Eldeft Sen of the 
Church, and therefore ought to appear a living De- 
monſtration of ker boaſted Virtues, has been very 
liberal of his Favours to the new Devotee, creating 
him Aright of the Holy Spirit, which is the moit 
ſublime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next 
to that of being made a Peer of the Realm. 

- Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 
the Duke of Beauford, who is cruiſing about on the 

Mediterranean. But ] cannot get a Sight of any of 

them, nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The 

Courtiers and Stateſmen here are the very Whirl- 

pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is communi- 

cated to them, 1s ſwallow'd up and loſt for ever in 

profound Silence. They receive all, but return 

| none 


- 
— 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty 
to guels, every Man according to his Reaſon or 
Fancy. Some ſay, The Duke of Beauſerd has 
engaged with a Fleet of A/gerines, and driven them 
into their Harbour with great Loſs on their Side, 
and Triumph on his. laugh at this, as only 
a Court Romance, who ſtrive to prepoſſeſs the 
Nation with proſperous Stories of the King's Arms, 
both by Sea and d. Whilſt a Third. Sort affirm, 
That thoſe Diſpatches come not from the Duke of 
Beauford, who, they ſay, is dead, being kill'd by 
a Cannon Bullet, in an Encounter with the Cor- 
fairs of Barbary : But, That they are ſent from 
the next Chief Officers in the Thex/on Fleet, to give 
eee DPI Iver Death, and receive new 
In the mean while, we are wholly taken up here 
at preſent with the Reception of the Swwi/s Ambal- 
fadors. They made their publick Entry into Paris 
Yeſterday, after they had magnificently enter- 
tain'd at the Cafe of the M A Thouſand Cha- 
riots accompanied them throught the Streets of Paris. 
They are brave jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, and 
bes </wy Mars, tout in a Wine-Cellar, and no 
Cowards in the Field. | 14/4 

- Courteous Baſſa, That ſeeſt I do not forget 
my Friends, but ſend to all by Turns, the Advices 
that come no my Hands. I wiſh thou would'ſt 
— me = a 7 — — of Ao M 
Grand ö or, | e nel 


Paris, 10th of abe 13th Abbes, 
of the Year 1663. 
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ere 

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal ge- 
cretayy of the Ottoman Empire. 

7 18 ite e e the French Kin 


excels moſt in Martial Affairs, or thoſe © 
State. He is good at both: His Counſels are Wise, 


and his Actions Great. A Man both in Body aud 


Mind form'd for Empire; And out. ſtripping his Years 
in all Things, fave the Affairs of Love. I heſe in- 
deed he purſues with Youthful Vigour and Pc. 
ſion, being by Nature very Amorous, and eſte m'd 
_ tke handſomeſt Prince of this Age, by thoſe Wo con- 
ſider a regular Shape, graceful Features, and a Ma- 
jeſtic Awefulneſs in his Face, as the principal Logre- 
dients in a Maſculine Beauty. | 

Tis certain, He's very acceptable to the Ladies, 
who ar: the moſt competent ] :dges in this Caſe, 
And they value him ſo mach tne more, becauſe his 
Love never abates the dug Seatiments a Monarch 
ought to have of his Glory. For he gratifies bo 
Paſſions, without ſuffering them to interfere, mana- 
ging his ſofteſt In:rigu.s with ſuch exquiſi;e Prudence, 
as he till comes off. a Hero, 


Diſcovery of his Wit, That he never faſten'd his 
Affections on any that deſerv'd not the ſame Cha- 
rater. She that has the greateſt Share ia his Heart 
at preſent, is call'd, the Ducheſs of Vaujeur ; a Wo- 
man rais'd to that Litle by the King's Boynty 
for the Sake of his Love. She has a refin'd Wit, 
and that's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, as f 
her Body, 'twould hardly tempt an indifferent 
Painter to effiploy his Skill, unleſs it were, in de 
{c-ibing what the 7 — to hide, ad 


Wl 
1.14. ” 


He has had many Miftreſtes, and tis a maniſeſt 
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that's a Deformity much like mine, a — x" 
Bunch in the Back, yet this Great Monarch loves her 
paſſionately, and li not be eaſily croſſed in his 
Amours. 
The Queen, and bis Mother, have cndewroared, 
by diyers Methods, to reclaim him; but all prove in- 
effectual. A while ago, They ſet kis Confeſſor to 
you who, with Abundance of unſeaſonable Gra- 
vity re eſented to the young Invincible Monarch, 
the ill Conſequences of Unlawful Love (for theſe In- 
asl. —— —.5 Lawful, but what is beſtowed only 
on one Wife.) He faid all that was proper bor, ; e 
 fuit to urge on ſuch an Occaſion, and a eal 
more; threatening the Royal Lover with ny Pe- 
nance, and I know not what. Impatient of this 
Diſcourſe from a Subject, yet reſpecling the-Charac- 
ter he bore as a Prieft, the King, with a reſerv'd 
Countenance, thank'd him for his pious Counſel, 
telling him withal, That for the future, he diſcharg'd 
kim j om his Service, being reſolv'd to obey the Old 
Canons of the Church, and confeſs to none but the 
Prieſt of the Pariſh. Thus the poo r 7 gut was ir 
carded, and beſides the King's PPipple aſure, he 
drawn upon himſelf the Chaſtre and Curſes of 15 
whole Order, for 25 N ing ſo potent a Monarch, 
only to pleaſe two peev omen. 
7 ner Miner, Ling. are as Gods on Earth, 

55 e it a Prophanation of their Divinity. 
ah, n their Actions are too narrowly ſcann d by their 
m r * the 1 Icon 
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To Peſteli Hali, bis Brat her, Maſter ef 
the Grand Seignior's Cuitoins at Con- 
ſtantinople. ö eee 011 
HE News which thy Letter imparts, would. 
affect me with incredible Delight, were ſuch 

a Thing poſſible to come to paſs. It is a long Time, 


ſince I nave been weary of dwelling in Paris. and of 
converſing only with Leh. There is a perfect An- 


tipathy between their Humour and mine. And tis 


no ſmall Violence a Man does to his Nature, in ſuch 
a Caſe, when all his Actions and Words are coun- 
terfci:ed. This goes mightily againſt the Grain. But 
I have thought Nothing too much, to do or ſuffer, 
for our Great Maſter's Intereſt: And I'm ſtill of the 
ſame Reſolution, Yet Nature itſelf abhors Force and 
Reſtraint Therefore it wou d be a vaſt Comfort, to 
be recall'd from this diſagreeable Station, and placd 
in ſame other Poſt, where I might ſerve GOD, and 
the Grand Seignior, with more Eaſe. X 
Beſides, I have met with Nothing but Perſecutions 
and Reproaches from ſome f the Seraghto, ever ſince 
I came to this City ; as | hare often hinted in my 
Diſpatches to the Gr4»d:+s, and particularly, once to 
the Noble Kere. Han, Bofſay our Countryman 
and Friend. Whereia I alſo implor'd his Favour an 
Interceſſion, That I might have Leave to retire into 
Arabia, and ſpend the reſt of my. Days in the Plac 
wheie I firſt drew my Beeath ; or, at leaſt, That 
might be permitted to return to Conflantinople, and 
give an Account of my Agency in theſe Parts, tho it 
were to the Loſs of my Head, if I deferv'd it. 
I I perceive that Generous Ba took, Compaſſion , 
on my Sufferings, and has done his utmoſt, to relieve _ 
me, Tis to him I awe = Propoſal that was made 
| a > 
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in the Divan, of ſending me to the Court of the 
Grand Mogul, there to negociate ſome private Af- 
fairs of Importance for the Sultan. hoy Ss 
There is Nothing that I have had a greater Paſſion 
for, theſe many Years, than the Happineſs of viſiting 
thoſe remote Parts of the Earth, ſo venerable for the 
Antiquity of their Inhabitants, and the Excellency 
of their Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, and Government; 
I mean the Gentile Indians, and not the Rate of the 
Moguls, who came out of Tartary, and are but of 
Yeſterday, in Compariſon with the Aboriginal People, 
whoſe Genealogies and Poſſeſſions of that Country, 
ſtretch beyond all the Records in the World beſides. 
| Ever fince I read the Jorrnal of thy Travels in the 
Eaft, 1 was inflam'd with an ardent Cefire to ſee that 
renowned Nation, to-Converſe withthe Bramins, and 
pry into the Myſteries of their unknown Wiſdom, 
which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the World. 
I know not uha ails me, but I promife my ſelf 
more Satis fadion from their Books, were I capable of 
- underſtanding the Language in which they are writ, 
or from the Lips of thoſe Prizfs, who have em in 
their Cuſtody,«than from all the Prophets and Sages in 
the Nord. 1 fancy I ſhould find ſomething prodigi- 
oufly Strange and Amazing in their Hiffory, yet ſqua- 
ring with Human Reaſon, and Probability of Truth. 
J Roald meet with Arguments which J cannot yet 
fart, to prove the Eternity of the World: Arguments 
clear and demonſtrative: Such as would Eſtabliſh this 
„ Doctrin, againſt all Objections that have, or can be 
. nade, to the contrary. 
The len which I already entertain of ſo unmea- 
ſurable a Duration, is only founded on my own Na- 
tural Thoughts, and ſupported by the Concurrent 
inion of ſeveral Accient Philoſophers. But I ſhould 
hope to ſee it diſcover'd by thefe Indian Records, to be 
a Truth as bright as the Sun, and fix'd as the Center 


of the Earth. | 
3 There 
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There is another Thing, for which I mightily ad- 
mire the [ndians ; and wherein I endeavour to imi- 
tate them to the utmoſt of my Power : That is, the 
ullice and Tend-rneſs they ſhew towards the Beaſts, 
*Tis a Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, 
if by Chance they kill any Living Creature: But, if 
they do it wilfully, out of cruel Wantonneſs or Ma- 
lice, and not in their own Defence, tis puniſh d 
with Death, no leſs than if they had murther'd a 
Man. No Care of Health, nor Fear of Diſſolution 
by Sickneſs, can tempt one of the Brachman Race, 
to taſte a Bit ef Hleſh: Much leſs could they be 
induced by the meer P'eaſure of their Appetites, to 
commit that which they eſteem ſo enormous a Sin, 
and the very Fountain of a!l other Vices. "They 
count it the greateſt Injuſtice that can be, to ſuſlain 
their own Lives by the Deah of any of their Fellow- 
Animals; and they eſt em it a Puſillanimity unbe- 
coming a Man, when he Cares not venture bis Life 
on the Fruits of tte Earth, and the Milk of the Cattle, 
which he may enjoy in Innocence, and Nature af- 
ford: him more than enought, of all Sorts of lawful 
Nouriſhment. | | 
This religious I bſlinerce, is the Mother of He- 
roic Virtues; and thoſe. who practiſe it inviolably, 
are always in a State to contema the World. Death, 
and all Momentary Things. Hence it is, That the 
L 4 a's go to the ue World, as chearfully, as 
they would take a Journey to Chin, and Per fla, Tur- 
44, or any other Part of the Earth. For they eſteem 
| Deathno other than a Setting-out, er Voyage of the 
Saul, to a more agreeable Reg on. | 
But I need not inſiſt ſo much on theſe Things 
to thee, who has been among them, and are fami- 
liarly acquainted with their Genizs and Inclina- 
tion. I ſlide into this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, by the 
Pleaſure I take in thinking of theſe People, their 
Admirable Virtues, as a Man falls in Love with a 
H 3 beautiful 


150 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on her, and 
wany-.. I imes forgets himſelf, and the Buſineſs - he 
Vas about, commits Errors and InJecencies, and 
through the Confuſion of his Spiri 's, is quite loſt, 
ke one in a Wood. | $4 % 
Joo return therefore to my Purpoſe: A Journey to 
the Indics would be very pleaſant to me, on feveral 
other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- 
.clin'd me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fa- 
Abher's Ilouſe, I was tranſported to Conſtantinople, ma- 
ry Hundreds of Leagues from the Place of my Birth. 
Thou know'ft what a; Roamer I've been ſince that 
Time: And I can aſſure thee, 1 retain the ſame Diſ- 
oſition Rill. But there's no Country under the 
Moon, which I wich to ſee with greater Earneſtneſs, 
than Iadiſtan, the very Name whereof ſounds almoſt 
as ſweet as Paradiſe. Doubtleſs, 'tis the Eden of the 
Earth, in many RefpeRs. . And the Inhabitants be- 
lieve, there was no Better for the Original Parent of 
Mankind te dwell in, ranking the Hiſtory of Mgſes, 
vn that Subject, in the Number of celebrated Fables. 
1 approve not this Cenſure of the udn; yet, I tell 
thee, as a Mufz/man, ] dare ſay, the Myſerious Wri- 
tings of Moyes, are quite miſ-underſtosd by the great- 
eft Part of Mankind Neither can any Two of his In- 
terpreters agree exactly which was the particular Situ- 
ation of Paradiſe. Some plant that Garden in M, 
fetamia, others in {a U ; and a third Sort affirm, 
was in Eg het: This Man will have it in Afa, I hat 
in Mica. y ate divided in their Opinions: And 
1 might as well fay, twas under the Red Sea, be- 
"tween them both; and bring as many Cabaliſ ict 
. Proofs to defend. it. But, this 3 Nothing to us, 
let it be where twill. Every Place is a Paradiſe, 
u bich a Man fancies to be ſo; and Nothing can beat 
me off from the Conceit I have of the rates. 
Beſices, I ſhould take a vaſt Delight in my Jour- 
ney thither; whether I went by the Way * _ 
GC 
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Black Sea. and ſo through the ancient Kingdoms of 
Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coaſting along the Foot 
of Mount Tauru: : Or, by the more common Road, 
through Syria, Arabia, and Perfia, Either Way 
would afford Matter of Thought to a Contem- 
plative Man, whilſt in ſome Places, he beholds the 
uins of famous Cities; and his Eyes revel on the 
»0'ls of Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. 
In others, He behold. whole Provinces laid waſte, 
and. diſpeopl'd, only meeting here and there a few 
Cats, Hor s, or Tents of Arabs, Tartars, or Cir- 
<a/fxans Herdſmen ; who Wee up and down the 
eaſant Fields of ia, to pick and chuſe conveni- 
das Paſtures for their Cattle 8 
How pleaſant would it be, to travel thro1gh mz 
own Coun'ry, and behold the Tents of the Sons © 
I/mael, ſpread o'er the Plains of the vaſt and horrible 
eſart! To meet with Emir: and Sheghs of Arabia, 
with their Flocks and Herds, ſummering it 10 and 
down, and frolicking from Mountain te Valley, at 
their Pleaſure | | 
Prom this to paſs to another Variety in Perfla, 
would be equally diverting. What Kind of Thoughts 
ſhould I have whilſt on my Bed, within the Walls 
of Bagdat, the Stage of ſo many Great and 8 
A@&ons mentioned in ancient ELiſtory I ſhould call 
to Mind, Semiramis, the Foundreſs of that noble Ci- 
ty, and all her Wars with the Ludians, vod othet Na- 
tions of the 77 I ſhoald reflect on her Policy, and 
the weakneſs of her Son Ninyas. I ſhould confider, 
the various Tranſlations of the Eaftern Empire; the 
Alternate Fates of the Medes, Arian, Babylonians 
and Perſians. And from thence I ſhould naturally fa 
upon the Conqueſts of Alcxander the Great; the Riſe 
of the Macedonian Empire; the Death ef chat Mighty 
Hero in Babylon, and the Can;onizing the Empire 
among his chief Officers. Such Memoirs as theſe, 
would, waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all hu- 
* | H 4 man 
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man Affairs, as it does at this Time, And par:icular- 
ly, I refleQ on my Folly, in ſetting my Heart ſo 
much on travelling to a Country, which I am ncver 
like to ſce. Ben | n FM 
For, alas, my dear Brother, I 2m not able to en- 
dure, at this Ape, the Hardſhips of ſo long a Journey, 
as I cou!d in my Youth, Much Sickneſs has Impalr d 
the Streugth of my Conſtitution. I am grown as ten- 
der as an infant. The leaſt Puff of Wind is ready to 
blow out the Flame of Life. And whereas, formerly, 
neither Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thitſt, Labous 
or Watching could hurt me; now my Health receives 
Damage from eyery one of theſe. I could not poſ- 
ſibly out-live the Fatigue and Pain of Travelling two 
or. three Days together, without a Drop of Water to 
1. freſh my panting Soul. An Habijuali ever has made 
me the Ihirſlieſt Man in the World. Then I am not 
able to bear the Scorching Heat of the Sun, to whic 
a Traveller in thoſe Parts is neceſlanly expoſed, | 
mould daily diſſolve like Wax, or rather exhale, in 
Smoke, in the Midſt of ſo many Fervots. In a Word, 
My Body is fo-infirm, that am very ſure to die, be - 
fore I get Half way to Jadhſſan, let me take the 
neareſt Road I can. ins 
” Yet, If | the Minifters of the Porte ſhall think fit to 
ſend me, I am reſign d. For I take no farther Care 
of my Life, than as I may be ſerviceable to the Grand 
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L intend to write to our Nluftrious Freind about it. 
In the mean Time, do thou for me, what the Pru- 
dence of a Man, and the Affection of a Brother 
- ſhall ſuggeſt, as moſt conducing to the Intereſt of 
pur Sovereign, and our own Honour, which we 
ought to prefer to our Lives. "Wy "ot FTE 
Our Mother, is in Health, and Salutes thee with a 


* 


tender Embrace. n 
; Paris, * he 3d Moon, nen 
of the Lea 


11664. TR * "37 40 
| LETTER 


Vol. VI. @ SPY PARIS. 153 
I EKT TEN. . 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Sccre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


HIS Covrt of late makes a double Figure; 
the one of real Sorrow for the Duckeſs of 
Sawey's Dehth, who was of the Blood Royal of France, 
the other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of 
Carelus Jeſif bus, Brother to the German Emperor. 
Fer, they inwardly rejoice at this latter, and with the 
whole Houſe of Auſtria were laid in their Graves: 
That Family being the only Obſtacle to the Grandeur 
at which the French Monarchy aſpires; the only Rub 
which Cardinal Richiicu, and his Succeſſor, Matar ir-, 
found in their Way, when they ſorght to exalt the 
Baus b;1 3:0 the Em; ire of the /,. 
Ihe Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, the various 
Changes of Government, the alternate Fate of Na- 
tions are Themes worthy of a Mu/ſulmcn's Thoughts; 
conſidering. That the victorious and happy O/marr, 
at this Day poſſeſs the Territories of ancient ł enowo, 
tie Provinces and Dominions which formerly made 
the greateſt Figure and Noiſe in the World. 

What is now become of the moſt famous Monar- 
chies of Babylon, Perſia, Aria, Maccatu. Greece, and 
R:me ! Look for the myſlerious and leart ed King-. 
dom of £gypt ; the religious State of the Fexrs ; the 
moſt ancient Kingdom of Siczoniars and Argives ; 
the Commonwealths of Lacedemor and ens; with 
many other Countries mentioned in the Records of 
Time, and we ſhall find them all ſwallow'd op, in 

the Univerſal Empire of the Ottcmans. 

I The Hiſtories of Belus, and how he got the Sove- 
reignty by Hunting; of Ninus his Son, who firſt 
taught the World the Methods of dplatry ; of Semi- 
ramis, Ninyas, Sat danapalus, Arbaces, Brlachus, and 

Hs the 
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the reſt of thoſe Mirian Monarchs, ſound now like 
an antiquated Tale or Dream. Niether is there any 
more Life at this Time in the Baby/onian and Per- 
fan Kegitters. The Mighty Acts of the Nebuchad- 
nizzar's; 'Gyrus's, and the reſt of thoſe.Renown'd 
Conqueror-, now ſerve but as Foils, to ſet off the 
more Glorious Enterprizes and Succeſſes of our Im- 
mortal Sultans * f 
lis true, the Perfians, at this Day, retain ſome 
Fragments of that once vaſt and formidable Ea/tern 
Empire. And the Germans have a Shadow of the 
ancient Imperial Majeſty of the Romans. But both 
the one and the other are grown effemfnate and 
vea':*; they have loſt the Virtue, and Power, and 
Fortune of their Predeceſſors. | 
Thou haſt travell'd over all the Dominions of the 
Sophi, and been an Eye-witneſs of the Perſian Luxu- 
ry, Libertiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haſt ſeen, 
the Oſtsprings of Hervick Sages transform'd to Swine, 
Dogs, Aſſes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they tad drank of Circe's Cup. So fatal 1s it to de- 
clice from the Way of Virtue ;. nay, ſo. impoſſible 
even to fand ſtill in that Sacred. Path, without being 
violently pull'd backward. In a Mord, Thou art ſo 
thoroughly acquainted with the preſent State of Ver- 
ſia, and all its Circumſtances, that I ſhould appear 
100 officious in pretending to deſcribe, either the 
Country, or the OT that inhabit there. _ 
Put, as to Europe, thou profeſſeſt thyſelf a Stranger, 


and haſt commanded me to characterize this Quarter 


of the World: Wherein Germany makes the moſt 
Maj«ftick Figure by Land, England and Holland by 
Sea: Spain boaſts of her Gold; whilſt France trea- 
ſures it up to pay her Armies, to keep Foreign Kings 
ia Penſion, to build mighty Fleets an CES Pa- 
laces ; to corrupt the German Princes, aud make em 
Pimps to her Ambition, Inſtruments of her deſign'd 
_ Grandeur, Which is no leſs than the Worn RAE. 


% 
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As for the Duke of Savoy, be is a mere Tennis 
Ball, or a Shuttle: Cock, bandied to and fro between 
the Kings of France and Spian. 

The Safes are poor and mercenary. They can- 
not ſtay, at Home, unleſs they could banquet on the 
Turſs and Stones: For all the Fleſh, Fruit, and 
Corn in the Land, is not Half — to keep 
them alive, and they have little or no Money, but 
what they get Abroad. This makes em all Travel - 
lers, and moſt of them take up the Trade of War. 
They ſerve the Pope, the French King. and many other 
Princes, for Pay: And where they once engage, 
they are very true to their Truſt. But I can tell 
thee; they would be unwilling to fight for the Grand 
Signior, unleſs he would allow em Plenty of Wine, 
which, thou know'ſt, is contrary to the Diſcipline of 
the Myſulmanx Armies; and theſe Sees are the pro- 
felled Adorers of Bacchus. | | 

The Helland:rs are Induſtrious and Rich; they 
mind Nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. 

They wonld fain engroſs the T'rade of the Indien, and 
the Lewent, to themielves. They T raffick, that they 
may be in a Condition to Fight, and they Fight, to 
eſtabliſh their Commerce; having no Senſe of Ho- 
nour, but only of Profit. If they attempt any Con- 
queſt, or make any Invaſions, it muſt be in America, 
or ſome other Remote Country; for — Cam only 
pen the Deſenſive among their Neighbours, not 
Caring to be the firſt Aggreſſors in a War: In a 
Word, They're like a Neſt of Piſniret, that trudge 
up and down, continually, to get Proviſions, bu 
Sting and Bite thoſe, under whoſe Protection they 
live, if they have an Opportunity. | 

Tis thought the Prince of Orange, who. deſcends 
from an IIluſtrious Stock, will, e er long, reduce 
thoſe Republicans to another Form of Government. 
The French ſtyle him, The Head and Heart of theUni- 
ted States, and theſe thou know'ſt command the Hands 
and Feet. H 6 Gor» 
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Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chrifendoms 
againſt the Mighty Power of the Ortamans and Tær- 


tars. But in my Opinion, one of our Ambaſſadors 


at the Emperor's Court gave a truer Deſcription of it, 

when he compar'd Germany to a Great Monſter with 
many Heads and Tails, which having a Deſire to 

break through a certain Quick ſet Fence. or Hedge, 
and each particular Head making Way where it could 
beſt, among the leſs entangled Branches, were all 
caught in ſo many different Nooſes, by the Interpo- 

ſition of ſtrong Trees, and ſo the Monſter was fore d 
to retire with Shame and Loſs: Whereas, he ſaid, 
The Q/man Empire was like an Animal with One 
Head, and many Tails, and that One Head not En- 
countering the like Difficulties, eaſily paſs d through, 


being followed by the Tails with one Conſent, as the 


untwiſted Ends of a Ten- ſtring d Cord paſs through 
a Ring or Hole, when the United Paat had led them 


the Way. 


I ſhould have mentioned /taly, Poland, Denmark, 
Mazſco vy, and other Regions of Europe, but it would 
be too tedious for one Letter. which I ſhould neither 
have Time to write, nor Thou Patience to read, at 
oace. * 3 . 1 06 | 
Therefore, I defire the to accept of this, only as 
rough-Draught, and imperſect Sketch of ſome Parts 
of tte . But in my future Diſpatches; I will imi- 
tate the Painters, and endeavour to draw each Mem- 
ber and Lineament of this Great Body to the Life, as 
ny as I'can diſcern them, by the Lights I have in 


Paris, 10 h of the 4th Meon, 
of the Trar 1664. Pat's 
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LETTER VII. 
| 1 Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


AY. GOD multiply his Bleſſings on thee, and 

cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with freſh Lights, 

and new Joys, like the Sky Rockets on a Duna/ma, 

(or Rezal Holyduy.) Accept alſo a ſmall Prefent, not 

worth an Inventory (confiſting only of a few Pictures, 

Looking Glafles, Watches, and other Manufactures 

of France) from the Hands of Mabmut, thy Coun- 

try man, Son of thy Father's Neighbour, and a volun- 

tary Slave of thoſe who ferve thee, if IJ had the Ho- 
nour of an Opportunity. ; 

Neither the Gf, nor he thet c ers it, is worthy of 
Eſteem. But thou haſt Cordeſcenfion enough to look 
on both with the Eye of a noble Arab, who knows 
hew to value the Sincerity of any Man's Devoir and 
Affection, which Way ſoever he expreſſes it 
I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of thy 
Friendſhip to my Brother Pefeli and me, and in ge- 
neral, to all thoſe of our Houſe; which ſtill encou- 
1ages me to expect greater Kindneſſes; nay, in a Man- 
ner, aſſures me of them: Becauſe, I know the Na- 
ture of true Generoſity is ſuch, that where it once be- 
gins to faſten on an Object, it never ceaſes to com- 
municate its Favours, till dama'd Peihdy gives a 
Check te the Current. And may he be damn d that 
then has the Impudence to aſk for any more. 

But, Praiſe be to GOD, my Caſe is otherwiſe; I 
am not in the Number of the Ungrateful and Trea- 
cherous : And therefore, with Boldneſs I preſume, 
once more, to addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, Illu- 
ſtrious Baſa, begging thy Patronage and Shelter from 
the Perſecution of my Enemies, wkoſe whole Endea- 
vour is to ruin me. 

1 Thou 
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Thou know'd I came to Paris in the Year 1637 
of the Chriſtian Hegyra. Phe Sun had then reviſited 
the Sign he was in at my Nativity, juſt the eight and 
twentieth Time. I was a mere Youngſter in the 
World. However, my 1 me fit for 
this Employment. How I have acquitted myſelf in 
it ever fince, I leave themſelves to judge: Vet; 
for Faſhion Sake, they will be always. finding 
Faults. One Sycophant or other is perpetually - 
railing againſt me, when they find any of the Vixiers, 
and other Grandces, in a Humour. to hearken to 
them. I fancy tis for Want of Diſcourſe. When 
they have Nothing elſe to talk of, then they fall a, 
cenſuring of poor Mabmut, Who undergoes more 
* wok Fatigues than an Hundred 
I Ti, Word Thiguch Thouſand ſuch I Tuc as, 
aba left ſo in the Itali- they. I can't imagine what 
an, and the Engliſh they aim as; unleſs it be, 
Tranflater knows not That they would have me 
what to make of it. turn Chriſtian, and enter my 
4 2 ſelf into ſome Monaſtery. - 
Suffer me, my Noble Friend, to tell thee, That a 
Man cannot want for Temptation to ſuch a Changeof 
his Faith, without being confin d to a Recluſe Life. 
He may be a Fryar or a Libertine, a Prieſi or a Lay- 
man, a Zealot or an Hypocrite, a Chimney-/weeper or 
an Abbot, which he pleaſes, according as he is quali- 
fed. And I can afſure thee, he that would be a good 
Man, which is beyond all the reſt, has Incentives 
enough among the 4 e of the Nazarenes Wor- 
ſhip, tho' the greateſt Part are wicked. | 
As for me, 1 never thought, that True Reljgion 
- conſiſted in empty Names and Titles, in Forms and, 
Ceremonies, Fartie and Factions, or in any Thing 
but in a Life conformable to Reaſon, and to the 
Will of God. . + ene 
They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian Ram · 
bler, that has rend ſomething more than the 2 
; 7 
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larks. And becauſe they know I underſtand Greet, 
Sclawvomian, and two. or three Langvages more, they 
would fain make me a Prieſt, Doctor, Orator,- any 
Thing that | would accept of, to ſerve an Intereſt. 
And — compell'd to uſe, either a downright Hu- 
mility, or forc'd Pride, that I may handſomely 
evade their Courtſhip ; convincing em ſometimes, 
that I am not fit for ſuck Dignities ; at other Seaſons, 
telling em, I am above [rferier Orders, and that No- 
thing leſs than an Archbiſhop's Pall, or a Cardinal's 
Hat, will ſatiefy my Ambition. 
Thus I really diſſemble, and jeſt myſelf in earneſt 
out of ample Lflaces, to ſerve Cad, his Prophet, and 
the Grand Signior: Yet I am traduc'd at the Setaglio, 
for an Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what. 
„Here's honeſt Eliachim the Jew undergoes the 
ſame Fate; whilſt thoſe of his own Party, eipecially, 
the Rabs.'s, proclaim him every where for a Chri- 
ſtian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk. 
Only my Landlord, where I before lodg'd who is an 
honeſt, old, drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim for a 
Saint, and ſwears, he'll have him Canoniz'd after his 
Death : And all this, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe Elachim treats him now and then with a Bottle 
of Wine: So partial are all Men to their own Hu- 
mours and Intereſt. But the Truth on't is, Elia- 
chim's an excellent Counterfeit, and my Landlord is 
not the only Man, who haſt this Veneration for 
him. He paſſes fora very good Carholich, and a ho- 
Iy Man, among a great many others. His Looks 
are ſo demure, his Mien ſo compos'd, and he has 
ſuch godly Diſcourſe with him, about the Sacraments, . 
Indulgencies, Miracles, and Graces of the Church, 
when he is in Company with Chriſtians, that he 
would deceive the Spaniſb Inguiſition, and Cheat the 
Devil himſelf. 3 
Such is the Violence we are forc'd to uſe to our- 
ſelves, Who live in theſe hazardous Stations. And 
| | | yer 
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yet no Body conſiders us, or regards our Zeal 
for the Grand Sigrior. Our Reputation, Liberty, 
and Lives are precarious. We are not only in perpe- 
tual Danger of the Revenge of the Nagarenet, who 
are our real Enemies; but alſo expoſcd to the Envy, 
Malice, and Perſecution of thofe who ought to be our 
Friends. Nil l 

have often complain d of the malicious Calum- 
nies thrown on me by Ichingi C:p Oglani, and his 
Aſſociates: And the Miniſters were pleas'd to re- 
ceive my Apologies. But now ] ſuſpect greater 
Treachery. 1 ſent an Account to the Reit Effin- 
di ſome ago, and how I was dogg'd op and 
down the Streets cf Par is, by a Fellow whom I 
knew not, and what Apprebenſions that put me upon. 
} will acquaint thee farther, ttat being afraid of an 
Aſſaſſin in the Dark, I arm'd my Breatt with a Quire 
of Paper, which is known to be Dagger Proof I 
was not at all miſtaken in my Gueſs : For the laſt 
Night, as I was returring home to my Lodgings, 
betwcen the Hours of Nine and Ten, I received a 
Stab ia my aforeſaid Brealt:Plate, right againſt my 
Heart. It was not fo dark, but 1 could perceive 
the Perſon u ho gave me this Blow); and Self preſer- 
vation taught me in mediately to ſeize on him, and 
grapple as cloſe as I could, extending his Arms 
with mine, at a good Diſtance from our Bodies. 
I am but little and ſhort, yet I have a ſtrong Spring 
with my Body, when J am once rouz'd, as thou 
wilt imagine I was now. Beſides I have general- 
ly a certain Preſence of Mind in Time of Danger, 
which fails not to prompt me, with the readieſt and 
moſt proper Courle io eſcape In a Word, I wreſt- 
ed the Ponyard out of the Ruffian's Hand, and 
ſtabb'd him dead with it, nt thinking it ſafe to 
make a Noiſe, but chuſing rather to die, if my 
Strength f. i'd me, than by crying out for Help, 
run tte Riſque of worſe Conſequence: For I had 


long 
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long expecled ſome ſuch Attempt as this u n my 
Life 2 my Enemies at the 3 And . 
ing this Fellow to be one employ'd by them for that 
Purpoſe, 1 thought it no Prudence to have him ſeiz d 
by the Watch and 2 by the Law, leſt he 


ſhould, in Revenge, diſcover Me and my Buſineſs, to 
the J. fidzl:s. Therefore, I play'd the Eæcentiencr 
my ſelf, and ſent him qut of Hand ta another World, 
to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt fay, 
T here was no Injuſtice in this, ſince it was in my 
own- Defence, and to ſave the Honour of my Sove- 
ig. As he fell, he utter'd theſe, Words, in a faint, 
broken Tone; Mahmut, My Death auill le reveng'd 
before long, aul you cannot eſcape the Trap that is laid 
fer 77 Then he expir d. | 1 
This made me preſently conclude, That he was 
employ d by Somebody at the Porte: For, ho elſe 
ſhould he know my true Name? But, upon Sccond 
Thought, I cannot be certain, but that he was ſet 
at Work, by my old Sicilian Maſter, ſince he knew 
my Name alſo. However, I have greater Reaſon to 
ſuſpect the former; becauſe it is not probable, chat 
the Jnfidels would take fo ctargeable and trouble - 
ſome: a Method to murther me. Neither had he 
Provocation enough. Beſides, for aught I know, he 
may be dead. GOD only is acquainted with the 
Truth. However, to prevent future Aſſaults of this 
Nature, and a great. many other Inconveniencies, I 
ops removed my ſelf to a new Lodging, in the moſt 
cure Corner of the City, and very remote from 
the Place where I liv'd before, being reſolv'd alſo not 
to frequent the Court, nor an publck Places, as I 
have done formerly, but to take other Meaſures for 
Intelligence. . v4 43v<n1"7id 
What 1 deſire of thee, is, To repreſent: my Caſe 
favourably to the Divan, that they may approve of 
my Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judgeſt the 
Part of a Countryman, and n Friend. 


As 
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As for the Event, I patiently wait the Ap- 
28 of Deſtiny. For tis in vain to be too fol- 
icitous. | Sis 
Adieu, High born K:r4-r, and forget not Mah. 
mut, in his Diftreſs. For that is the Time wherein 
true Friendſhip is tried. h | | 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


— 


Freer 


I — 5 
LETTER R VEL 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 


E not diſhearten'd at the Troubles which thou 
| encountereſt in this World of Lotteries. But 
— the Adage of thy Rabbi's, That EFYIL 
which 11 Old at Night, is yet the Off:ſpri "every 
Morning. The 455 ne cunts 256 22 
Hours are Checquer d with equal Mixtures of Hap- 
ineſs and Misfortune. We are not born to our own 
ſires. And, as not a Man of us can remember 
how he was form'd in the Womb, ſo have we no Rea- 
ſon to repine at what happens to us, ſince we came 
out of it. Whatever Power, Wiſdom; and Goodneſs, 
took Care of us then, and afterwards inſpir'd our 
Mothers and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, and a Thou- 
ſand Degrees of Patience, beyond what is recorded 
of Jeb, the fame will provide for us to Etermity. 
Ihe Deſire of Knowledge kill'd Auum, and the 
ſame Luſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys all 
his Poſterity. We can never by ſatisfy'd in our Con- 
finement to this World, and therefore we flounce 
and flutter on all Sides, like Fiſh, or Birds ina Net, 
to find a Way out: Whilſt we do but entangle our- 
ſelves the faſter, render our Reſtrajnt more * 
5 an 


: * 
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nd delay the Poſlibility of our Releaſe. Whereas, 


Patience wonld ſoon ſet us free, and rank us among 
the Immortals. - One thinks to eſcape by high Drink 
ing ; Another oy Fevers of Love or Glory ; and a 
Third, concecits he ſhall by his Gold, be able to bribe 
the Watch, who guard the laſt Paſſes of this Life, 
and perſuade them, to let him ſcamper ſafe to Pa- 
radiſe, Alas! alas ! All this is but the Sophiſtry uf 
our Paſſions. Lis in vain to think of-Haſtening, 
or Retarding our Fate; our Time is Set, though we 
know not the Period. Reſignation is our beſt Leſſon, 
and Fruderice the next. | E 
Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather than a 
Letter. But I adviſe thee not to read it, with the Eyes 
of a Stick; that is, Whether it pleaſes thee, or not, 
it no farther than it agrees with Reaſon, 
I would fain aſ of the Man, w 2 to have 
his Will accompliſh'd in this Life, Whether he can 
prevail upon the Sun to riſe any Morving within the 
Ar&ick Girele, or the Moon to deſcend ſome Night, 
and ſweep the Snow off from the Top of Mount 
Athos. So Inexorable is our Deſtiny, ſo Unalterable 
the Decrees of Fate. | | s 
Be not troubled therefore at any Thing; but re- 
member, That thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and 
that Nothing can batide thee, which is not for the 
Good of the whole. | (3 
What I have ſaid is, To arm thee againſt all the 
Contingencies which may aſlault thee unawares, 
ruſhing upon thee on a ſudden from behind the Veil, 
which covers all the Deſigns of Providence and Na- 
ture, Deſtiny and Chance. | 
I myſelf have lately experienced, That it is good 
to be thus prepar d for future Events, having narrow- 
ly eſcap d Death, by a little timely Forecaſt. 6; 
It is not neceſſary for thee, at this Time to know 
all the Circumſtances of my Danger. Suffice it to 
ſay, That I was Aſlaflinated in the Dark, n 


164 L:eTTEeRs Writ by Vol. VI. 
that deſ gned to be my Murderer, and am now forced 
to remote my Habiration. © 

Eliachim, thy Brother in ¶Mrael, will be at Vienna 
within fourteen Days. He _ ive thee & farther 
Account of all Thin it behoves thee to 
know; with freſh 2 uctions ene my new 
Lodgings, and the Method we muſt obſerve for the 
Future, in conveying Letters. We _ be too 
cautious in the Gra: d Signior's Buſineſs, 

As for our own Lives, Let us imagine they were 
only lent us to ferve him, on whole Life fo many 
—— of Lives depend. | 

Paris, 18th Te oth Moon, ö 
2 of the Year 1664. 


% . 
W 


LE TT ER IX. 


To Zi Alamanzi, 4 Merchant in Ve- 
nice. | 


A au obl: ved to ſend Circular 7” etters at this Time 

to all the Slaves of the Grand Signor, who have 
Buſineſs with we at Paris; to inform them, That up- 
on à very important Emergency, I am forc'd :s 
change my Lodgings. I have already ſect away Dil- 
patches to Conftantineple and Vienna on this Account, 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in addreſſing 
their Letters. For the fame Reaſon, I now write 
to thee; thou need ſt not enquire after the Occaſion 
of this Conduct; nor wonder at any Thing that 
happens to us ectraordinary in theſe hazardous Poſts, 
We muſt expect to encounter with Rubs and Obſta- 
cles, in ſerving our Great Maſter. If theſe Difficu!- 
ties have but their proper Effect, which is to het our 
Inventions, increaſe our Diligence, and confirm us in 


our Zeal, All ſhall go well. 
The 
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The Soul of Man never diſplays her Faculties and 
Perfections with greater Luſtre, than when She is en- 
viron'd with Perils. Theſe are the Trials of -Forti- 
tude, Prudence, Juſtice, and all the Virtues. He that 
ſinks under Misfortunes, and croſs Events, has either 
no Soul, cr 'tis afl 

Courage then, Fellow Slave, and let thy Heart 
beat a continual Alarm. Be not diſmay'd at any 

IJ hing, nor let Self- Lore bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour: But go on in thy Duty, and truſt thy Sou/ 
to Cod. 

Thou liveſt ina City where Virtue and Vice are 
in Emulation, ſtill ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: 
There are not more wicked People in the World 
than Venice affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. 
Follow thou the beſt P. terns, and be Happy. But 
do Nothing by bare Imitation; for that's the right 
Way to become an Hypocrite. Let all thy*AQtions 
procced from vital Principles of Reaſon and Ge- 
neroſity in thy ſelf; and when thou ſeeſt rare Ex- 
amples, let them ſerve only to awaken and rouze thy 
Innate Virtue. | 

: Send me no Letters till thoa haſt received freſh 
Orders from the Porte. They will furniſh thee 
with all neceſſary Inſtruſtions. After that, let me 
hear from thee as eften as thou wilt. Thy Diſ- 

tches will be always welcome. Let them contain 
— of Intelligence chiefly, and that of the freſh- 
eſt Date. Penetrate into the Counſels of the Repub- 
lick where thou reſideſt. Infinuate thyſelf with the 
Senators "and Grandees. I ive into their Hearts, 
and unlock their Secrets. Communicate Nothing 
but the Truth to the Miiſlers of the Porte, or to me. 
If thou canſt diſcoyer their Inclinations to a Peace,, 
or their Abſolute Need of it, thou wilt do an' Ac- 
ceptable Service to the Grand Scignior, and to the 
whole Empire of the Faithful For then We br ing 
tkem to our own Terms. 
Zeldi, 
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| Zeidi, To Cd I recommend thee, defiring im to 
preſerve thee from Wine, Women, and Cards, which 
are the three Capital Temptations of Venice. 


Paris, 14 of the Gth Mon, 
of the Year 1664. 


2 
7 Murat, Baſla. 


Cannot eafly Divine the Reaſons, Why I am ſo 
much jetted by the Minilters of .the Porte. 

e Four Years have paſſed away, Wherein many 
notable Event have happened; yet, Nobody thought 
it worth his Labour, to inform Mahmut of any Thing. 
So that all the Notice I could gain of remote Tran- 
ſactions are owing either to the Publick News af 
Europe, or at beſt, to ſome particular Letters of Mer- 
chants reſiding in this City, with whom I conſerve. 
an Intimacy, for the Sake of Intelligence, and for 


other Cauſes, 


Thus I ſhould have been in Tgnorance to this 
Day, what Iſſue the Baſe of Aleppo's Rebellion had 
were it not for an accidental Interyiew I lately had 


of ſome French Travellers, who came from Con- 


/tantitieple. Theſe inform'd me of the ſudden Fate 
of that Baſ/a, when he was at the Heighth of the his 
Grandeur, within a few Days March of the Impe- 
rial City, at the Head of a potent Army, and juſt 
upon the Point of Accommodation with the Grand 
Signior. They much extol his Bravery and Reſolu- 
tion : For the French are naturally Lovers of ſuch 
as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. They equal- 
ly condemn the fly Perfidiouſueſs of Mortaxa Baſe, 
w whole ſafe Conduct, the Generous Rebel tr 


his 
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his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Vet they ap- 
plaud Mos taxa s Loyalty, Courage and Wiſdom; 
with the eminent Services he afterwards did the E- 
gm in leading the Army againſt Ragoz/ki, Prince of 

ranſylvania, which at length lifted him to the Go · 
vernment of Babylon. 3 | | 
All theſe Things had been hid from me, were not 
the Nazarencs my Intelligencers. Nor ſhould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried 6n, after his 
Death, by his revengeful Nephew, by the Son of 
Chuſaien Ba a, by a Bey of F „and other Mal- 
contents. Let ſuch Paſſages are fit for a Man, in my 
Poſt to be acquainted with, that he may have a clear 
Idea of his Maſter's Circumſtances, and fo apply him- 
ſelf more effectually to ſerve him. id 
It had not been amiſs, if I had receiv'd timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragoſſti, in Regard 
there was always a private Correſpondence between 
him and this Court. Which ceaſing by his Death, it 
had been worth my Pains to obſerve, Whether it 
would be continued by kis Succeſſor, or, What 
other Meaſures they would take. SAR 
'Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but not by 

the Minifters of the Porte. I heard alſo of all the 
—_—_— Commotions in Tranſhvania, occafion'd 
by the different Factions of Michael! Apaf, and Ke 
mini Janos, the Two Royal Princes, I was not ſor- 
ry for this News, knowing that the Diviſions of the 
Nazarenes ſtrengthen the Unity, and Force of the 
Myſiulman Empire. I was likewiſe inform'd of 
the Fate of Mortaza, Bau of Balylon, who fell a 
Victim to the Grand Yizir's Jealouſy ; with many 
other Paſſages. But neitheg from the Porte, nor from 
any other Hands, could I find. the leaſt Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Progreſs our Arms 
have made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the other Do- 
minions of the Republict. Which makes me to con- 
clude, That either the Grand Signior's 8 
ö via- 


- 
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Adrianeple, abated bis Inclinations to Martial Affairs, 
which is alſo the common Opinion of the Chrifttan; 
here in the %; or, that the War in Hungary for a 
while ſuperſeded all other Deſigns, 
However it be, 'tis certain the Succeſles of the 
Ottoman Arms, in taking Newhauw , Leventz, No- 


wigred, and other Places of Strength, with the terrible 


Incurſions of the Tartars through Moravia and Au- 
Aria, put the whole German Empire into a great Con- 
ſternation. 9 are ſent from the buperi:] 
Court to all the Chriftian Princes, imploring their Aſ- 
fſtance in this General Danger of Europe. 
_ Here is one arriy d at this Cart, whom they call 
Count Strozz7i, a Perſon of good Addreſs, and Ma- 
ſter of much Eloquence. He has prevail'd on the 
Frech King, to maintain, at his own. Charge. Six 
Thouſand Morſe and Foot to ſerve againſt the victo- 
rious O A great many Perſons of Quality have 
liſted tacmſclves as Voluntiers; and the meaner Sort 
talk of Nothing bat marching to Conſtantinole, aud 
driving the Turk; back to Sqthia, ſr m whence they 
. Courtgous Boa, Thou wilt 1 the Vanity 
of theſe infide/s ; who conſider not, by the Grace 
of God, and Miraclis of his Prophet, . our Emperor is 
the King of all the Kings on the Earth, the Migh- 
tieſt of the Mighty Ones; the Phauix of Honour, 
Power, and unparalell'd Majeſty ; Erother and Com- 
panion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars; a Prince of 
a Myſterious and Sublime Lineage, in whom are 
genter'd all Glory and Excellency ; the Shadow of 
God on Earth! , | 4h 
The Breath of Fame goes before the Van-Couriers 
of his Armies, purifying all Places, and filling 
them with Veneration and Terror. The Duſt that 
is raifed by his Heroick Cavalry, paſſing through 
the Air, cauſes Trembling and Aſtonihment in 


as 
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Hearts of the Chrifians. The rfidels fall before the 
fatal Seymetars of True Believers. ; 

May the Angel of the Houſe of I/mael con inue to 
proſper the Holy OF ſpring, to extend their Con- 
1 and propagate the Faith unblemiſh'd ; that 
the Names of 4 /a and Mahomet may be he ard in all 
Climares, and from the utmoſt Borders of the Earth. 

Paris, 5th of the 6th Moon, | 

of the Tear 1664. 


LETTER XI. 
To Iſouf, bis Kinſmay, a Merchant at 


Aſtracau. 


Nations in Chi ft. ndim, tho 2 would'ſt not beſtow 
leaſt tranſient Viſit upon ain. But, upon more 
mature Con ſideration, find thau art a Man of Judg- 
ment in Travelling. That Country lies under a ver 
ill Character, for the Penury of all Things neceſſary 
to ſuſtain the Lives of the Natives; and by Conſe- 
uence, 'tis not to be thought they can {pare much 
or Strangers. A very inhoſpitable Region, abound- 
ing in Beggars, Thieves, and Drones : Full of Wine 
and Gold, yet barren of Corn and rich People. | 

Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 
ſhalt conſider, That the Spani ard have all their Corn 
from Frapce, Germany, or Sicily: And that, for this 
and other Reaſons, Spain is but like a Sieve, through 
which the immenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico are 
drain'd into other Countries. 

You may travel ſome Days together in Spain, 
without ſceing any Thing, fave the dry Face of a 
Defart. And, if you chance to meet with a Houſe, 
wherein you may —_ and your Horſe, 


expect 


185 often wonder d. why, among the reſt of the 
t 
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expect no better than a a Ramexan Entertainment. 
For you muſt faſt all Day ; and think yourſelf much 
reſpected if you can. get a few Onions, or other 
Roots and Herbs, with a Morſel of Bread and Fleſh 
at Night, to keep you from being ſenſible, That you 
are actually ftarving. 


Then, the — — are the proudeſt People on 


Earth. You ſhall meet with none but Kings, Prin- 
ces, Vice-roys, or at leaſt Men that conceit them- 
ſelves ſuch. I hey are alſo mercileſs in their Revenge; 
cruel, obdurate, covetous, moroſe, and inexorable. 
In a Word, Spain is the Feſuits Paradiſe, the Zeus 
Purgatory, and the Hell of Women. 
I therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Prudence 
Tather, which would not ſuffer thee to fall into the 
Hands of thoſe Barbarians; nor think it warth thy 
Pains to breathe an Air infected with ſo many Vices. 
Thou haſt paſſed throꝰ many more inviting Provinces, 
and art at laſt happily ſeated to thy Mind. Improve 
thy Opportunities in doing Good. ; 
I ſent a Letter to our Couſin Seolyman, adviſing 
him to-give thee a Viſit. | If he comes, receive him 
kindly, and perform the Part of a Kinſman ; put all 
Expences to my Account, and remember, That no 
- Man is born for himſelf. | 


Paris, mL the 7th Moon, 
| of the Tear 1664. 


F ” 


LETTER XII. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


tions which our Invincible Sovereign is ma- 


- 


| King to invade the German Empire, Great is their 
| - Conſter- 


4 
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Confternation and Fear, and Couriers are every where 
running up and down from one Kingdom and Court to 
another, to remonſtrate the common Danger, and 
beg Aſſiſtance. Every Body appears zealous in a 
Cauſe which concerns all Chrifendom ; and the French 
King has lent the Emperor 8000 Men. 

The Duke of Beanfort is alſo gone with a Squa- 
dron of Ships to encounter the Cor/airs of Algizrs, 
and other Dominions of Barbary. 

The Pope has ſent to the Emperor's Aſſiſtance Six 
Thouſand Foot and Two Thouſand Horſe. And the 
reſt of the Emperor's Allies are raiſing Lev ies for him 
as faſt as they can: It being current News, That 
the Grand Signior in Perſon, is at the Head of Two 
Hundred Thouſand Men, entring into Hungary as a 
Conqueror : That he has taken above Forty Towns, 
ruined all the Country where he paſſed through, and, 
That in a little Time he will be at the Walls of 
Vienna. | a 

In the mean Time, This Court appears inſenſible of 
the General Danger which threatens -ChriPendom. 
They are altogether taken up in Ballads, Plays, and 
Feaſting, minding their own Intereſt more than that 
of their Neighbours, and revelling as if the King of 
France were /ole Monarch of the 22 

Here is arrived a Legate from Rome, to compoſe 
the Differences between the Pope and this Crown. 
His Name is Cardinal Ch. He is receiv'd with un- 
1 parall d 1 1 as if he were an Angel from 
Heaven; for the French King loves to ew his 
Grandeur on ſuch Occaſions, Beſides, all the Na- 
tions Which are in the Communion of the Latin Church, 
have an unreſery'd Veneration for the Roman Mufti, 
whom they eſteem the Succeſſor of Peter, the Prince 
of the Apo/tlex. | | 

This young Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 
World ſeems too little to ſatisfy his Ambition. He 
lays the Foundation of * greater than _ 

| o 0 


eir 
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of Alexander the Conqueror of Aſia. He heaps up 


Money at a prodigious Rate, raiſes vaſt Armies, 
builds magnificent ' Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, 
ſupports many Princes in Germany; and, in a Word, 


-commands more of them, than does the Emperor 


himſelf, who is their lawful Sovereign. 

Yet after all, I cannot perceive that he loſes any 
Degree of that Reſpect u hich he owes, and which 
his Predeceſſors have a. ways paid to the Grand Sigmor, 
who is the undeniable Arbiter of the whole World. 

GOD grant our Cow. reign long Life, perpetual Vic- 
tories, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which the 
King of France wants to the Accompliſnment of his 
Happineſs ; for at preſent he feeds like a Sparrow. 

Paris, 19th of the 8th Moon, 4 

of the Year 1664. | — 


ä IE 


| pointed me by the Flower of Sublime Glory, th 


— 9 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, or Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


T HOU wilt perceive the vaſt Reſpect I have 

for thee, by my frequent Diſpatches. Thy 
Commands are to me as the Laws and Sanctions of 
the Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. I 
am no Flatterer ; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the 
Grandees, wherein I have not ſpar'd to reprove their 
Vices, Errors, and Mal- Adminiſtration. If a Baſa 


has been unjuſt, ſeditious, or engaged in rebellious 


Practices; if he has prov'd an Extortioner, a Drun- 
Kard, or a Tyrant, he has not eſcap'd without a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in correcting, 
adviſing, and giving Counſel to tae greateſt Mini- 
ſters in the Empire. And this was a Province ap- 


hanix 
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Phanix of Honour, Sole Favourite and Truſtee of the 
Grand Signior, the Vizir Azem ; in whoſe Cuſtody 
were the Seals of Inperial Secrets, Majeflick Decrees 
and Royal Edifs ; who being the Primum Mobile of 
the refulgent Mu//ulman State, gave Life, Activity, 
and Order, to all the I»f:rier Orbs, Springs, and Iu- 
flruments of Government. 

| 1Ireceiv'd this Command many Years ago, and He 
that gave it to me is gone to the World of Spirits. Yet 
the In unction remains in Force, being ſtamp'd with 
the Myſterious Signet, the Character of Supreme and 
Immutable Authority. In Obedience to which I have 
never warp'd or winch'd from the Duty enjoin'd me. 
And to demonſtrate, that I did not do this in a vain 
Oſtentation of the Power which was given me, I have 
not fail'd all along to pay a Man of Merit the Attach 
and Veneration that was his Due. 

'Tis with inexpreſſible Pleaſure I throw myſelf at 
the Feet of a Wiſe and Virtuous Man; with extreme 
Complacency I kifwthe Duſt whereon he treads, and 
unfold all my Faculties in expreſſing my Eſteem. I 
am full of Platonick Love, and build Altars in my 
Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the innocent Sacrifices af 
 amorous Paſſions, the Incenſe of Gratitude, and a 
2 Affection, an Holocauſt of Integrity and loyal 

riendſhip. ü 

] proteſt, by the Hopes I have of fitting on the 
Banks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regal'd 
in the delectable C/:/. of Paradiſe, That 1 honour 
thy Learning, and other ſage Perſections; that un- 
blemiſh'd Lite. whoſe excellent Morals, and the un- 
parallel'd Sweetneſs of Modetty, which crowns all 
thy Actions. But I will ſay no more to a Man who 
cannot hear his own Praiſes. The bei Mahes of 
expreſſing my Regard, will be to anſwer thy Expec- 
tations, 1n preſenting thee with the true Pourtraiture 
of theſe I/:/tern Nations and People, which thou ſo 

Faſlionately coveteſt. N 


I 3 
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J muſt defire thee to excuſe the Confuſion and Want 
of Order in my Letters; ſince I ſend thee a Medly 
of Remarks, as they come to my Knowledge and 
Memory. 

It is not long ago fince I wrote to f EV Ach- 
med, a Kinſman of mine, a Merchant at Afracan ; 
and among other Things, I took Notice of his not 
going to ſee Spain in his Travels; for he has been in 
moſt of the Kingdoms of Europe, and over all 4/fa 
and 4frick. In that Letter I deſcrib'd Spain in its 
worſt Colours. Now I will ſhew it to thee in an- 

other Figure, without ſwerving from the Truth : For 
every Country has its Perfe&tions and Excellencies, as 
well as its Defects and Blemiſhes. 

If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature has 
made Amends for that Fault, in the Purity of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of her 
Rivers are of the moſt perſect Gold. Her Villages 
tho* few, are greater and more populous than ſome 
Gities; witneſs Madrid Her Mountains are of 
Iron, Marble, and Jaſper, Her Vallies underlaid 
with Lead, Broſs, and Sifwer. Spain of old was the 
Thar fis of Solomon, the Ophir of the Phanicians, and 
the Peru of Rome 

In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were fa- 
mous- for their Fortitude, and invincible Conſtan- 
cy. *Tis recorded, That the Inhabitants of Sagunto, 
in the Province of Valencia, when they were be- 
ſieged by Hannibal, and fo 2 by the Cartha- 
gia us, choſe to burn themſelves, with their Wives, 
_hildren; and all their Wealth, rather than yield to 
i Enemies. 

4 neir 2 alſo was ſo remarkable, that ſome 
t the Rca Emyperors had always a Guard of Spa- 
nierdi near their Perſons ; as the French King, the 
Pope, and other Princes do now confide in the truſty 


Sab iſſet. 
2. But⸗ 
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But tho' there remain ſtlll ſome ſcatter'd Remnants 
of the Ancient Virtue among them, eſpecially in N 
cay and Caftile, yet the greateſt Part of the Spaniards 
are degenerated. They make no Figure now in the 
World, bat only for their Gold, and the Vaſtneſs of 
their Dominions ; for they poſſeſs the beſt half of 
America, are Lords of two mighty Empires, and not 
without large Territories, in the other Three Quar- 
ters of the World. Yet the too great Extent of their 
Power has weaken'd its Vigour; the Affluence of their 
Wealth has really impoveriſh'd them, and by ſtrain- 
ing their Honour too high they have crack'd it, being 
now of little or no Eſteem in Europe. Their Glory 
fades at the riſing Grandeur of France, which makes 
radiant and ſwift Advances towards its Zenith. This 
Young Monarch is already become the Arbiter of all 
 Chriflendom 

Accompliſh'd Miniſter, There is nothing in Nature 
ſtedfaſt; the World is but an Eternal Circulation of 
Events, Vieiſſitudes, and Changes, without Begin- 
ning or End. Only GOD remains Immutable in his 
on Eſſence, which is -the Center of every Thing. 
May Thou and I meet there, and then we {hall be 
Eternally Happy. Adieu. 


Paris, 12th of the qth Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


— —— 


LETTER XIV. 


To Muſa Abu'l Yahyan, Profeſſor of 
Philoſophy at Fez. 


Y the Faith and Obedience I owe to Mohammed 
our Holy Law-giver; by the Alcoran, and all 


that is eſteem'd Sacred among the Muſſul/mans, I 
I 4 ſwear. 


=. 
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ſwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my Firſt 
Letter was unwelcome to thee. But now I'm con- 
vinc'd to the contrary : Thy generous Anſwer has 
removed my Apprehenfions, and filled me with Com- 
placency. Henceforth I ſhall reſt aſſur d and conſi- 
dent of thy Friengſhip, promiſing bw valt Im- 
E from ſo Learned a Converſation, tho on- 
y by Letters at many Hundred Leagues Diſtance. 
As to what thou requireſt of me concerning the 
various Languages of Europe, I will inform thee the 
beſt J can, according to the Obſervations I have 
made, and the Intelligence I have receiv'd from Men 
of Letters, and from Books, which are the Pictures 
of learned Souls, Mirrors whercia they may behold 
their own Perfections, whilft they are on Earth, and 
after their Departure to the /zwi/bles, other Men 
may fee the Interior Beauties of their Mind repre- 
ſented to the Life. For Words are the perfect Sculp- 
ture of the [nte//e&, or at leaſt its Mezzotinto. They 
zre the expreſs Pourtraiture of Divine and Human 
Reaſon. Thus the Alcoran is call'd by ſome of our 
:ioly Doctors, The True Image of Original and In- 
created Wiſdom. . | 
Now, of all the Words and Languages on Earth, 
hou know'ſt the Pre eminence has been - ever given 
'> thoſe of the Eft ; and amongſt them to the Aa- 
both in Regard of its Purity and of its Anti- 
ity, from whence it is ſtyl'd the Virgin Mother of 
Languages, the Diale& of the Bleſſed above. | 
Ihe know'ſt, that for this Reaſon it is, the True 
F ithfu/ covet no Species of Learning more ardently 
than to be perfectly ſkill'd in ſo Divine a Speech, 
wherein the Volume of Caletial Majeſiy was penn'd 
in Heaven before the Throne of 6 D, and ſent 


down on Earth by the Hand of Gabriel, Prince of 
the Menger who fly on the Errands of the Omni- 
cart. It was ſent, I ſay, to the Prophet, who 

_ could neither Write or Read, That the World 
E570 | might 
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might be convine'd of its Divine Original. Yet the 
Incredulous will not believe: Tho' it is manifeſt 
to any Man of impartial Senſe, That a Perſon al- 
together ignorant of Letters, could not poſlibly 
compoſe a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever was 
nn'd in the World, and wherein not the leaſt 
lemiſh or Contradiction can be found, from the 
Chapter of the Preface, to the laſt Yerficle, which 
winds up the whole Yo/ume. Oh! obdurate Hearts 
of Infidel; ! Oh! wilfully blind, that ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Splendors of Eternal Light ! Oh! 
relolvedly deaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt the 
Voice of GOD and his Prophet, neither will they 
liſten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are wafted from 
Paradiſe 
Such are the Nazarenes, who, for the Sake of the 
Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are pal- 
ſionately ena nour d, educate their Children in a 
fair Way to believe all the monſtrous Fictions of 
the Ancient Poets, or at leaſt all the lying Tales 
and Legends of their own Prieſts, which are Ten 
Times more Fabulous than the former, and more 
inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And this they do rather 
than to be at the Pains of learning Aradbich, which 
would inſtruct them in Truths as clear and ſerene as 
the Orient Sun. 

I ſhall ſay little of thoſe Two Ancient Languages 
of Greece and Rome, in Regard they being now 
grown obſolets, are only to de learn'd in Schools; 
Thou, no doubt, art vers'd in them ad Unguem, as 
the Latins phraſe it. 

That wnich ſeems propereſt for me to inform 
thee of is, That the 4 or Latin | ongue ap- 

like an old antiquated Mother thruſt out of 

oors by her Four ungrateful Daughters, Lali an, 
French, 755 and Portugueze. Theſe are her 
natural Off ſpring, begot during the Reman Conqueſts 
in the ft, and nen after that Empire was 
5 in 
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in its Decline. So that now they are taken for no 
better than Mongrels and Baſtards. In Spaniſb there 
is a great Mixture of Gothiſb and Moreſco Words; 
the French retain many of their old Gali Idioms. 
The alias is corrupted with a Hotch-potch of 
Words, left by the Vandals, Hunt, and Longobards. 
Yet, that Fault is recompenced by Abundance of 
Greek Etymologies. As for the Portugueze, tis but 
a Diale& of Spaniſb, and lies under the fame Imper- 
fections. 

The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in any Part of Europe, 
are the Teutonick, Sclavonick, and Britiſh : The Firſt 
is ſpoken in Germany to Perfection, but corruptly 
in Sabedeland, Denmark, and the United Provinces, 
The Second is common to the Hungarians, Molda- 
wiens, Poles, Raſcians, and many other Nations. 
The laſt is confined to the Weſßb, a People inhabit- 
ing a Corner of Great Britain, driven thither by 
the Victorious Saxons their Conquerors, above a 
Thouſand Years ago. As for the reſt, they are on- 
ly mix d Dialects, and ſo not worth taking Notice 
of; excepting one Mountainobus Part of Hain, where 
the Inhabitants are ſaid to ſpeak pure 4rabick at 
this Day. They are ſuppoſed to be a Remnant of 
the Moors. 

The Criticks here in the Vest, uſe to give theſe 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If you 
would addreſs to GOD, ſpeak in Greek or Latin, be- 
cauſe of their Antiquity, Purity, and Majeſtick Lof- 
tineſs : If to Kings, ſpeak in Spaniſh, in Regard of 


its low Pronunciation and Gravity: If to Men, uſe 


Ialian; to Wemen, French; to Dogs, Welſh : But if 
you would affright an Enemy, or the Devil himſelf, 
ſpeak High Dutch. 

They relate a Story of a German Ambaſſador at 
the French Court, who deliver'd his Meſſage in Teu- 
tonick ; Which when a certain Grandee heard, _ 

too 


Vol. VI. 4 Ser at PARIS. 179 


took Notice of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, he 
ſwore twas his Opinion, That this was the Language 
wherein GOD curs'd Adam, Eve, and the Serpent. 
The German turning to him, anſwered briſkly, 777 
po/fble, Monſieur, it may be fo; but then I hope you'll 
grant, that French was the Occaſion of this Curſe, 
when the Devil choſe to tempt Eve in that Language 
for its Effeminacy, wheedling her a-la-mode de Pans, 
to eat the forbidden Fruit. | 
Renown'd Mau, do me the Honour of frequent 
Letters: Inſtruct me in Things whereof I'm igno- 
rant: Make me familiar with the Remarkables of 
the Countries where thou refideſt : Tranſport Fez, 
with the other Parts of Miet which are known to 
thee ; tranſport them, I ſay, ſucceſſively to Paris, 
every Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I will ſend 
thee all Chrifendom by Way of Exchange: For thus 
it becomes the Lovers of Wiſdom, to barter for 
Knowledge. | 


Paris, roth of the 11th Moos, 
of the Year 1664. 


— 


r 


To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer to th. 
| Sultan as Adrianople. 


HOSE of thy Profeſſion here in the ef, are 
wholly taken ap in contemplating a certain 

Comet which appears in the Firmament. Ii of that 
Sort which they call Bearded. And ſome will 
have it to reſemble a Lion, others ſay, tis like a 
Dragon, a Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. 
There is hardly a Species of Four-foored Beaſts, to 
which the giddy 1 do not reſemble er 


* 
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And ſome aſſert it to be the perfect Figure of a 
Savord. PE 
The Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill to 
take the true Dimenſions of this Czleftial Apparition, 
The Painters are drawing it to the Life ; the Poets 
are making Songs and Ballads of it. And the more 
Learned Sages are framing Aftronemical Schemes, like 
ſo many Gans or Traps te catch this Meteor in. The 
watch all its Motions, and dog it from one 8 
Houſe to another; they track it through the moſt in- 


tricate Parts of the Sky. 


If it ſtands ſtill, or makes a tranſient Addreſs to 


any Planet, eminent Star, or Conflellation, we are 


preſently alarm'd with the News of it, and bid to be 
upoh our Guard, as if there were ſome Miſchief a 
plotting againſt us Above. The World is harangu'd 
with fata Predictions of Wars, Famine, Earthquakes, 
and other Calamities, the ſure Conſequences of this 
ſu ppos'd Prodigy. . 

Tell me, Thou who art converſant in the Science 
of the Stars, and the Myſterious Phil;/ophy of Na- 
ture, what theſe Comets are; Whether they be only 
Exhalations drawn up into the Higher Region of the 
Air, by the Force of the Sun; Or, whether they be 
more ſolid and durable Subſtances? Whether th 
be of a poſthumous Origin, like the Clouds, Hail, 
Rain, Snow, and other Matters, the daily Products 
of Nature, the Upſtart Off-ſpring of the Zlements ? 
Or, whether they, are in the Rank of thoſe Brings, 


whoſe I untraceable, which are as old as 
World; ſuc 


as tlie Sun, Moon, Stars, and this Earth 

whereon we tread 3 
For my Part, I believe, 'tis no Hereſy in Science, 
whatever 'tis in Religion, to ſtart new Maxime. For 
ought we to know, both in the one and the other, 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thoſe 
Principles, which thro' Deſuetude, or the Corrup- 
3 
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tion of Times are obſolete, out of Date, and 
forgotten, tho' really the moſt Primitive and Ancient 
Truths in the World. 

Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome 
other Globes ſcatter d up and down the infinite Ex- 
panſe, beſides thoſe whoſe continual Brightneſs ex- 
poſes them to our Eyes. | 

The Moon, tis known, with Fexus, and other 
Planets, receive their Light gradually from the Sun, 
by Hemiſpheres : So that 'tis certain each of theſe 
Orbicular Bodies is always dark by half. And where 
is the So/eci/m, if we ſuppoſe there are other opake 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no Light at 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities, are inca- 

ble of receiving any but from' within themſelves ? 

o we may ſuppoſe theſe Comets to be ſuch ſolid 
Globes, made reſplendent by an Eruption of their 
Central Fires. 

God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſes. And 
thou art better able to decide theſe Queſtions than I. 
Therefore referring it to thy ſage Judgment, I pray 
him who made the Stars, and orders their Domi- 
nion on Earth, to bleſs thee with favourable Influ- 
ences, That thy Soul may be always like a Land flou- 
oat, under the ſweet Aſpect of Orion and the 

lriades. | 


Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princips! be- 
_ rgretary to the Ottoman Empire. 


HE French have had ſo many Occaſions of 
Joy of late, that tis hard to determine, which 
affects them moſt nearly. 

The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Mo- 
narch, for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambaſſa- 
dor at Rome, began the Triumph of the French Court. 
I have already ſent Intelligence of that Quarrel, and 
how high the Reſentments of the King flew, on the 
ſame Day that he receiv'd the firſt News of ſo barba- 
rous an Aﬀront. Now I ſhall acquaint thee, That 
there enſued a Treaty between them at Piſa, a City of 
Haly, in the Dukedom of Tu/cany, after the French 
Troops had terrified them into a Szate-Penitence, by 
the menacing Approaches they made toward the Ec- 
22 Territories, through the Principalities of 
Modena and Parma. "Theſe Two are Friends to France, 
and their Intereſt makes them ſo, in regard that Crown 
protects them from the Pope's Oppreſſion, who is al- 
ways eſteem'd an ill Neighbour by the alien Prin- 
ces, whoſe Dominions lie next to his. For this Ro- 
man Prelate is.very Potent and Rich; He would in a 
ſhort Time be Lord of all Europe in Temporals as well 
as Spiritual, were he not curb'd by the King of 
France and his Allies. | 

This makes all the little Sowereigns round about 
Rome, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command Crowned Heads, Wonder not at the 
Exprefſic ; For I tell thee, ſome of the greateſt 
Princes in Eure are his Penſioners. This very 
Quarrel with the Pope, has gain'd the French — 

ce 
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Three Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
merly. 

The Concluſion of the Treaty was, That the Pope | 
ſhbuld fend a Legate de Latere into France, to paci- 
fy the King's Wrath; and that the Militia of Roman 
Gaatrds, whom they call Sb:irri and Corſes, ſhould 
be for ever aboliſh'd, and a Pyraimrd be erected over 
againſt their Gaard-houſe, with an Inſcription in 
Latin and French, declaring their Crime and Puniſh- 
ment. | 
This put the Court of France into a very jolly 
Humour. They fell tly to Feaſting and Re- 
velling ; and the King's next Project was the Con- 
queſt of Barbary. To this End, He ſent the Duke 
of Beaufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of African Corſairs, that fo an Army might be 
ſafely Tranſported from Toulon, and Landed on the 
oppoſite Shore. His Deſign in this was to reduce the 
Inhabitants of thoſe happy Countries to the Old As- 
latry of their Forefathers, to plant there the Naza- 
rene Superſtition, and make himſelf the ſole Lord and 
Proprietor of Africk. 

I cannot divirie what Succeſs he will have in this 
great Enterprize ; but it appears as if God were an- 

Ty with the Meſſalmans; ſuch continual Loſſes they 

uſtain by Land and Sea. | 

It is with no ſmall Grief I ſaw not long ago, the 
French who ſerv'd in Hungary lhis C ign, re- 
turn to Paris, laden with the Spoils of True Belic- 
vert. I cannot behold the very Cy metars and En- 
ſigns which theſe Iafidels took from the vanquiſh'd 
Oſmant, hang up in their Temples, as Trophies of their 
Victory, without inexpreſſible Paſſion and Regret. 
Tis faid here, the Grand Signior has loſt in - 
gary above Thirty Thoufand Men this Campaign; 
whereof Ten Thouſand were kill'd in one Battle, and + 
a Handred and Fifty Cotouts taken, with Sixteen 


Cannon, 
Beſides, 
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Befides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with another 
Brawadb, boaſting, That One French Ship of War 
fought Seven Hours with Three and Thirty of the 
Grand Signior's Gallies, ſunk Five, ſcatter'd the reſt, 
and came off with a compleat Victory. 

"Tis avaſt Advantage the French have in the Situ- 
ation of their Country, in that it is waſh'd on the 
South by the Mediterranean, on the North by the 
Main Sea : So that 'tis ealy for them to curb the 
greateſt Part of Europe on one Side, and ſufficiently 
moleſt the Levantines on the other. As for the Ve- 
ern Parts, this Kingdom is their very Center: Where 
all the Lines of War, Peace, Commerce, and Traf- 
fick meet and terminate. She is to Chriſtendom, what 
Egypt and Sicily were in former Ages to the Empire of 
Old Rome, an inexhauſtible Granary. Whatſoever 
defirable Things Nature has frugally drop'd here and 
there in other Regions, are found in this Kingdom as 
in their Original Seminary. Corn is plentiful as Graſs, 
Wine is almoſt as cheap here, as Water is with you in 
ſome Parts of Turkey. The Fens and Lakes are co- 
ver'd with a Fow!/. The Meadows with beep, 
Deer, Goats, and Oxen. There's nothing ſcarce but 
Hens, Eggs, and True Believers. I had almoſt for- 
got their remarkable Plenty of Salt, the bare Cuſtom 
of which, augments the King's Ceffers with Four Mil- 
lions of Zequins every Year. 

France alſo abounds in Hemp, a moſt n 
Vegetable, whereof ſhe not only makes all her own - 
Cordage and Sails, but alſo furniſhes her Neigh- 
bours, which brings in a conſiderable Revenue. 
There is an infinite Plenty of Fruits, and Trees for 
Timber, of Iron, Marble, Free-flone, and all Things 
neceſſary for building Ships, or Houſes, for Defence or 
Offence by Land or Sea. Neither are there wanting 
Min e Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead, Copper, and other 
Metals. whereof Men make the Inſtruments ef War, 
and the Entertainments of Peace. In a Word, this 

Country 
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Country is ſo enriched with every Thing. that ſome 
Hiſtorians and Philoſophers have call d it the Parent 
of Plenty, others the Fountain of Earthly Bliſs, the 
moſt incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epi- 
tome of the World, or rather a little World itſelf. 
Serene Scribe, Thou wilt not wonder at the uni- 
verſal Succeſſes of the French Arms, when Thou con- 
ſidereſt theſe Things, and that here the Provinces are 
pled like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole 
rovinces, for Multitude of Inhabitants. To ſay all 
in a Word, the common Character of France, is the 
ſame which Philoſophers give to Nature, That there 
can be no Vacuum — in it. 
Paris, 25th of the 12th Meon, 
of the Year 1664 


—_— Wk. 


LETTER XVII. 


To Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, Profident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


rmit me to ruſh into thy Preſence, Venerable 
Patron of Philoſophy, without the uſual Form- 
lififs of Addreſs, or Pundil o of Introduction. Let 
me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire on his 
Head, as the Cuftom is at the Imperial Port, in urgent 
Caſes : For I am newly inflam'd afreſh with Pythage- 
riſn, Platoniſin, and Indianiſm. 

Floods, Fires, and other Devaſtations by War, 
Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and ſuch like Con- 
tivgencies, have either quite aboliſh'd the True and 
Primitive Sciences of the Firſt Ages, in moſt Parts of 
the Earth; or at leaſt, very much diminiſh'd and ob- 
ſcur'd their Origina/ Splendor. 

The beft Manuſcripts are loſt, unleſs the Indians 
have preſery'd 'em. Our Fathers grew torpid, For 

P 
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piſied and deſperate, under the publick Calamities 
which everwhelm' d whole Cities, Provinces, King- 
doms and Empires: There was no Encouragement 
for a Scribe, or a Man of Letters, to put himſelf to 
a needleſs Toil in labouring to preſerve the Records 
which came from Heaven: Hiſtories of the World 
Invifible, Celeſtial, Perfect, and Eternal; Traditi- 
ons of undiſcoverable Antiquity ; Pandas repleniſh'd 
with bright Oriental Wiſdom ; and ſeal'd with the 
Tetragrammaton, which thou know'ſt is the Signet of 
the Fir and the L1ft? Even of the Divinity which 
by all Things; and is itſelf comprehended 
of none. | 
Had they gone about ſuch a Taſk, they knew that 
ſome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their Writin g, 
and bury them in Eternal Oblivion. Hence it is, 
that at this Day we can hardly boaſt of the Footſtep 
of antient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relicts 
of Primitive Learning ſcatter d up and down in di- 
vers Authors, and much adulterated with the vain- 
Opimiens and Errors of Aﬀer-timtes. For every Wri- 
ter was either inclin'd, or forced, to flatter the Age 
wherein he liv'd, and not oppoſe their Tenets. So 
that now there is ſcarce-any true Phi/o/ophy extant on 
this Side the Ganges. 41 | a 
How thoſe Brachmans only had the Happineſs to 
conſerve ſo ſacred a Treaſure, can be no other Way 
made out, than by their own conſtant Tradition, 
That the Deluge of Noah never reach'd thoſe utmoſt 
Borders of the Land toward the Ea. And perha 
the ſame Reaſon may be given for the untraceab 
Chronologies of the Chineſe, their Neighbours. For 
tho' they differ in the Sentiments and Rites of their 
Religion, in their Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manner of 
Government; yet they both agree in affirming the 
World to be indeterminately Old, putting a cer- 
tain Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer- 
tain, far beyond it; which is but a modeſt Re- 
trenchment 
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trenchment of theit own” Thoughts, as if they were 
un willing it ſhould be falſely cenſur d that they aim d 
at an HMyperbole. 0 5 
They ſay, That the Fir ft Matter is Co- Eternal witch 
GOD, as Light is Co. Eval with the Sun, produced 
2 o, and depending after the ſame Manner. For a 
the Light diffuſed through the Air, is not properly 
the Sun, but an inſeparable Effect of it; ſo the Uni- 
werſe is not G O D, but his Production, ever ſubſiſt- 
ing on him, and never to be divided from his Eter- 
nal E/Jence. And for aught I ſee, the moſt ſignificant 
Language in the World, has no other Way to ex- 
reſs Things of this abſtruſe Nature. They are too 
Sublime for Human Thought; much more do they 
tranſcend the Power of Speech. All the Diale#s 
on Earth are too barren of Words, and Words too 
defeAive in Senſe, to deſcribe the Ineſfable Secrets of 
Eternity. | 
As for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite 
Diverſity of Forms reſulting from the Fir/# Mattes, 
they think it reaſonable to believe, That they were 
ſucceſſively produced in Time; every one in its Or- 
der, and according to its Perfection. ; 
I tell thee, It appears much more rational for me 
to believe this, than that the Fir ft Matter itſelf was 
produced out of Nothing, about Five or Six Thou- 
ſand Years ago, as the 7ewvs and Chriſtians ſeem to 
teach, Rather than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort 
an ata of the World's Age, I would embrace the 
Sentiments of Democritus and Epicurus, 22 an 
Infinity of Spaces and Worlds, an Eternity of Genera- 
tions and Corruptions, a continual Change not only of 
Individuals, but of the very Species of Things, thro”. 
the fatal Concourſe and Blending of Atoms: Vet, not 
denying the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, nor under - 
— his Providence all the while. — theſe 
ings are, in my Opinion, very compatible one 
wich another. N N wo ; 
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I do not pretend to be ſingular, or ſet up for a 
Dogmatifi. Neither am I ambinous of being efteem'd 
a Wit, venting Notions _— the Reach of vul- 
gar Capacities. "Tis only the pure Love of Truth, 
which encourages me to take this Li with thee, 
— in Matters of Phi/o/ophy art the only Maſter of 

Age. | | 
To thee, therefore, I ſubmit all my Sentiments, as 
to an Oracle ; defiring thy impartial Anſwer, and 
. couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the moit ham- 
ble Attach to thy venerable Wiſdom, I become mute 
as a Mummy. 


Paris, zoth of tb. 12th Moon, a 
of the Year 1664. | — 


— _ [4 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone of the vd 
js Sidon. 


HAT is this World, that on all Sides in- 
vades our Senſes ? This Earth under our 
Feet; thoſe Clouds whirling over our Heads; theſe 
Winds ſhaking the Trees; that azure Sky, with all 
its glittering Ornaments ? What's all this but an 
eternal Dream; a meer Shadow of GOD Almighty's 
Thoughts? "Tis pleaſant living in it; tis alſo pain- 
ful In his Senſe, this Univerſe is perfectly Good; 
in our's, tis mix d with Evil He made it for bis 
own Diverſion, and our Scrutiny. Tis to us a 
Field of Riddles and Contradictions. In Summer 
we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſpheme the 
Cold. Yet we ble(s both the one and the other, when 
we feel em in due Meaſure and Seaſon. One Hour, 
this Colour pleaſes the Eye, another that; and 


perhaps 


he 
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haps in the next, tis diſguſted at them both. 
Lok never find Reſt or Content in any Thing. The 
ſoftell Muſick at ſome Times grates our Ears, like the 
Croaking of Toads. The moſt agreeable Odours, 
are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loathſome and abo- 
minable. The moſt delectable Wines and favoury 
Meats, at ſuch Seaſons, are unpalatable as the Be- 
verage and Diet of Hell. Neither can the more in- 
ſinuating Charms of Women, put us in a better Hu- 
mour. All the whole Syſtem of Nature join'd toge- 
ther, is not ſufficient to afford us Eaſe. Nothing but 
a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our Melan- 
choly, or give us a Taſte of ourſelves. For we are 
the very Deity ſcatter d in Fragments; or we are ſe · 
parated Drops of the Divine Efſence ; Volatile Spirits 
of Eternity; by Fate or Chance, fix'd in proper Ve- 
hicles of Time and Matter. O Santone! This whole 
Corporeal Univerſe is but a Vb ſpun from the Bowels 
of an [finite G OD, and wrought with inimitable 
Artifice to catch Immaterial Forms, Ideas, and Souls 
in, which are the genuine Off-ſpring of the Eterna 
Mind. We Mortals of Human Race, are but ſo 
many Parcels of the Divinity in Diſguiſe, trepan'd 
into Bedies, by certain hidden Baits, Magnets, and 
Charms, lurking in Embryo's, with which we have 
ſome Sympathy. We are all God: in Maſquerade. 
So are the Bealts of the Field, the Birds of che Air, 
and the Fiſh of the Sea. 

Let us not therefore condemn the antique Cere- 
monies of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
adore the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the Elements, and 
All that is within their Circumference, efpecially the 
Souls of d Heroes, Demi-Gods, Nymphs, and 
the reſt of thoſe Beings, which are the E/d:ft Progeny 
of Eternal Nature. For in ſo doing, they did bat 
build Altars to the Original Fountain of the Uni- 
verſe. Since GOD is in the Winds, in the Rain, in 
the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and other Mcteors ; 
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in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, and Stars; in 
the Fire, Earth, and Water ; in Plants and Animals ; 
finally, Since He is in the Elements, and every Thing 
compounded of them; He is not only in them, but 
is theſe very Things by an fable Production of 
Himſelf. And when Final Conſummation {hall 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extended 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where Thou 
and I, and every divided Atom in Nature ſhall meet, 
be united and fwallow'd up in Eternal Beatitude. 
Amen ! Amen ! Oh Thou Lord and Father of all 
Things, inexhauſtible Abyſs of Miracles which know 
no End. | 


Paris, 6th of the 1ſt Moos, | An 
of the Year 1665. | 


LETTER N 
To the ſane. 


Oppofing it were otherwiſe than I have faid-- 
Grant the Doctrine of Epicurus True. Believe 
that We, and all Things were produc d by the Fer- 
Fuitous Conccurſe of Atoms : Yet ſtill we have the ſame, 
or greater Reaſon to value ourſelves as diminu- 
tive Gods, ſince in this Senſe we muſt of Neceſſity 
be Eternal, every Atom being ſo, of which we are 
compounded. In the Opinion of theſe Philo/ophers, 
there's no Tuch Thing as an Origin or Beginning of 
the Univerſe : Each Particle of Matter with them, 
is as old as the Divinity. We have all rang'd Eter- 
nally from one Form and World to another; danc'd 
to the Meaſures of Fate, been Parts of the Orbs 
above; and of the Caverns below ; ſtray'd tirough 
the Heavens and all the Elements, taken an univer- | 


fa! 
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fl Career, h Infinite and Endleſs Space, and 
are now (as fix d as we ſeem in theſe ſolid Hulks of 
Fleſh) in the ſame Hurly-burly as ever. 

Theſe Bodies which we carry about us are not 
compounded of the fame Atoms as they were ſe- 
ven Years ago. There is a perpetual Flux and Re- 
flux of Particles. We die as faſt as we live. Eve- 
ry Moment ſubſtracts from our Duration on Earth, 
as much as it adds to it. We move, breathe, and 


a 8 Things by Paradox. Our very ERence is 4 
e 


Wich an open Heart therefore, I applaud thy Re- 

ligious Negligence of Human Affairs, in that thou 

art divinely careleſs of thyſelf, and every Thing elſe, 
ſave only to conſerve thy Innocence. | 

What ſignifies it, Whether we believe the Vrit- 
ten Law or the Alcoran ; Whether we are Diſciples 

of Meſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet; Followers of Ariſtotle, 
Plato, P thagoras, Epicurus, or Ich Rend Hu the 
Indian 2 Or what Import is it, Whether we 
pray or not? Whether we kneel before Images, or 
in a naked Moſue? T will be all one in the wind- 
ing up. We are but the Machines of Chance. As 
we live, ſo ſhall we die; and GOD knows what 
will become of us afterwards ; neither is it worth 
our while to he follicitous, ſince we can be certain 
of nothing. Perhaps, every Atom of which we are 
made, may be ſcatter'd from the reſt ; we may be 
tra iece-meal into Ten Hundred Thoufand 
Millions of Worlds ; and feven-fold as many Years 
may expire, before Two the minuted Particles of 
our Frame, meet together again. We need not to 
be troubled at all this: Nothing can hinder us from 
being /m:mortal and Eternal, tho it be but in Frag- 
ments. . 

Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
Holy Fugitive ; go on, to aſſert, in the Courſe of 
thy Life, this great Truth, That all Things depend 

* 


192 LsTtTEzs Writ by Vol. VI. 


on 2 or Defiiny. Thy Actions ſhall 
reprove the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound in 
ſpecious Words. And thy Divine Indifference ſhall 
condemn the Helliſh Zeal of Furious Bigots, who 
think to pleaſe G OD, and atone for their Sins, by 
Sacrificing Human Blood, and Maſſacring all that are 
not of their Faith. 5 4 
GOD, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee af- 
ter Death to Happy Regions, Immarceſſible Joys, and 
an Endleſs Succeffion of Bliſs. Every Atom ſhall 
_ find its Paradiſe. Thou ſhall mount by De 
to Full, Infinite and Eternal Felicity. Adieu for a 
Time. | | 


Patric, 200r off the n Den, - - 
of the Year 1665, - 


CEDTER XX 
To Iſouf, bis Couſin, à Merchant at 
Aſtracan. 4 


| W* EN I reflect on thy Happineſs, in having 
| been all thy Life at Liberty to change thy 

Reſidence, and ramble whitherſoever thy Fancy in- 
. vited thee ; and that even now at A/racan, Thou art 
no longer confin'd, than by thy own Pleaſure or In- 
tereſt: I cannot forbear envying thee. 

There is an inexpreſſible Delight in ranging the 
various Tra of the Earth. Whereas to be perpe- 
tually ſhut up and impriſoned, as I am, in a City, ſo 
_ cloſe and high-built, that the very Winds can ſcarce 
find Way into her Interior Parts, is a perfect Hell 
upon Earth. ' 


To 


— 
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To ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'd a Heap, 
er Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, 
like Pelion upon Of, ſince the Houſes here are as 
high as the Minarets at Conſtantinople, and divided 
Ik ie the Air, into the lower, middle, and ufper Regions 
or Apartments; or, rather like the Heavens, whoſe 
Number Aſtronomers aſſert to be Nine. For with 
ſo many Stories do ſome Houſes, nay, whole. 
Streets in Paris, lift up their Head ; and every 
Story or Apartment is peopled like a Bee-Hive. 80 
that in this infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and ſuch 
as come hither about Buſineſs, we are rcaly to be 
ſtifled with one another's Breath: Whereas thou 
knoweſt, in the Cities all over the Eaff, the Houſes 
are intermix'd with Gardens : They are low built, 
with Terraſſis on the op to take the cool Air on by 
Night, with Pas terms. K francys, Divan, Conſer- 
wvatories, and all the other Conyeniences for refreſh - 
ing 2 Senſes, by Ii alter, Wind, and Oudoriferous 
Smells. 

This makes me long to be at Conflantinople, Da- 
maſcus, Maſul, on even at Aflracav, where thou re- 
ſideſt, though that City wants many Delights which 
others enjoy. However, I ſhould there encounter 
with Tiara's and Turbands, the very Sight of which 
would half cure my Diſcontent, May my Portion 
be with Tager, if 1 am not tired with ſeeing Nothing 
but theſe Hats, and. ſhort Coats, theſe ridiculous 
Franks, theſe Apes without Tails, And then to hear 
them rant againſt the Grand Signior, and all the Trae 
| Believers ; to hear them Flaſpheme the Me/enger 
of God, Curſe the Alcoran, Revile the Mufti, and 
all the Mollab's, wih a Thouſand other Imperti- 
nencies, which none but ſuch Reprobates, Giaurs, 
and Infide/s, would be guilty of; make me either 
wiſh myſelf Deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
berty to anſwer them. But, much rather would I 
deſire to be in a Place 2 I might enjoy my Ears, 

to 
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to receive the Salem ſiom my Friends, that are Mu/- 
fulmans, and to hear the Name of GOD devout 
_ on any Occafion that awakens the Senſe to 
ety. \ 
Oh, that I were among my Countrymen, the Aa- 
Zians, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about, from 
Hills to Valleys, taſting by Turns, the various Sweets 
of the Foreſt, and the Plain. The Groves and Mea- 
dows, Paſtures and Arable Grounds, Cities and Vil- 
lages, all contribute to their Delights. They want 
no innocent Joy that the Earth can afford. Their 
Wealth conſiſts in the Multitude of their Sheep, 
Camels, Goats, and Oxen. And for them is all 
their Care, "that they may not want Graſs, and Wa- 
ter, in due Seaſon. As for themſelves, they are re- 
ſign d to Providence. © | 
So are the Tartars, who ſleep in Hords, or Wag- 
gons, the only Cavaliers of Afia: whole Life is a 
perpetual Campaign, from the Cradle to the Grave: 
Their Labour and Eaſe, are deriv'd from the ſame 
Fountain; exerciſing themſelves on Horſeback, at 
Seven Years old; and feeding on the Milk of Mares, 
as ſoon as they are wean'd from their Mother's 
Breaſts. Toil and Recreation, with them, are one 
and the ſame TRE: ſince they know no other Plea- 
fure, but what conſiſts in Riding, Fighting, and Con- 
quering ; or elſe in Death, which, they believe, tran- 
ſlates them to new Joys, and thoſe more poignant 
than they knew before. "Therefore, they bravely 
court it at the Point of a Sword, or the Mouth of a 
Cannon: Nothing being more ſcandalous, or hateful, 
than a Coward among them. | 
J proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Matis, and 
Taurica Chir ſont ſus, with the reſt of thoſe horrible 
Fens and Marſhes, on the North of the Black Sea, 
which encompaſs the Dominions of tbe Tartass. 
affects me with a Paſſion, or rather ſuch a Medley of 
Paſſions, as. I know not how to name. Thoſe * 
£ 2 ple 
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ple Deſarts, theſe untrack'd Solitudes, a to my 
Imagination, like the Limits of this ol habitable 
World; and the Frontiers of ſome new, ſtrange, 
-and re ; ſome Terr Incagnita, where 
an univerſal Diſſolution and Silence keep their Seat 
for ever: Where no Voices are heard, but thoſe of 
uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and other exotick Tenants of 
the Foods and © Moors. No other Sound, but the 
Whiftling and Roaring of the Winds. No Pra 
but that of Trees, which have appear'd-from the Ia- 
fancy of Time; andwhere thoſe are wanting, the 
Eye is wearied in a long endleſs Waſte, which No- 
thingſeems to bound, but the declining Arch of di- 
Rant Skies, or low, black melancholy Clouds, ſxirted 
2 Miſts and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the Norther:z: 

imes. | | 

This is the Figure of thoſe ſolitary Tracks, where I 
would chuſe to live, rather than in a City which ſtifles 
me with to much Plenty of every Thing, but freth 
Air, and honeſt People p 

hauf, The Contrarieties which we find in Earthly 
Things, give a Guſt to each other; and the moſt mag - 
nificent Palace would ſeem a Priſon, were a Man al- 
was confin'd to hve in it. ; 
* I wiſh thee perpetual Liberty, and Happi- 

8. 4 * I'd 


Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon, 
/ the Tear 1665. 


196 LerTexs Hrit by Vol. VI. 
LETTER: XXI 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Ce- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


MIDST the Variety of Obligations which I 
have to diſcharve, I forget not to obey thy 
Commands. I have already, in my former Di — 
acquainted thee with the Characters, and {ome re- 
markable Paſſages of Henry IV, Lewis XIII, Lenuis 
XIV, Cardinal Rich/i:#, Cardinal Maar ini, and the 
Prince of Conde. Now I will ſay ſomething of the 
famous Mare hal de Turenne, whoſe Fame reaches 
whereſoever the Frexch Wars have been talk'd of for 
theſe Forty Years. The Name of this Great Gene- 
ral is, Henry de la Tour 4 Auvergne, Son to the Duke 
of Bouillon. | — 
When his Father was near his Death, he call'd for 
both his Sons, whereof ihis was the youngeſt. And 
other Exhortations,. he recommended, in a 
ſpecial Manner, Three Things to their Practice: Ne- 
ver to renounce or change their Religion: Never to 
take up Arms againſt their Sovereign : Nor to pro- 
voke the Ry 7 a | FER 
As to the Firſt, The Mar/chal de Turenne has hither- 
to kept it inviolably ; but he has. faulter'd in both 
the other, having Revolted from his Mafter's Service 
during his Minority, and Oppos'd the Intereſt of 
Cardinal Mazarini, when the Parl amen perſecuted 
that Mini ſter. "oe 
However, this hinders not but that he is a Great 
Soldier: and befides, he is ſince reconcil'd to the 
King. He ſeems to be born for Martial Affairs. 
And they relate of him, That when he was but 
Ten Years Old, and his Governor miſſing him, 
had ſought up and down every where for him, he 
at 
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at length, found him aſleep on 'a Cannon, which he 
ſeem'd to embrace, with his little Arms, as far as 
would reach. And when he aſk'd, Why he choſe ſuch 
a Couch to lie on, he made Anſwer, That he defizn'd 
to haue flipt there all Night, to convince his Fa- 
ther. that he was hardy enough to undergo the Fatipues 
of War, tho" the Old Duke often perſuaded him to 
the contrary. And to ſpeak the Truth, no Man was 
more careleſs of his Body than this Frince. | 

At Fourteen Years of Age, he was ſent into Hol. 
land, to ſerve in the Army under the Prince of 
Orarge, who was his Uncle. There he apply'd himſelf 
to all the Diſcipline of War, doing the Duty of a pri- 
vate Soldier: Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets, or Younger Brothers, take Riſe to the moſt 
eminent Offices. © He was equally forward in Labours 
and Perils, never (ſhunning any Fatigue or Hazard, 
which might bring him Glory; yet he was not raſh, 
the common Vice of Youth, but temper'd all his 
Actions with an 1 twp and Soli- 
dity ef Jud „beyond what was expected from 
him at theſe Years. Yet, on the other Side, his 
Coanſels were not flow and flegmatick, being of a 
very ready Forecaſt: and he ſeldom fail'd in kis Con- 
trivances. He was ſoon promoted to a Place of Com- 
mand. And the Exactneſs of ti; Conduct rais'd him 
a vaſt Reputation; ſo that, by Degrees, he at laſt ar - 
riv'd to that Heighth of Vower and Honour he now 
poſſeſſes. He appears indefa'igable in his Body, and 
of an invincible Reſolution. He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain his Friendſhip by praifing kim. 
And is equally averſe from making Uſe of fach fawn- 
ing Inſinuatibns to others, tho” the greateſt Princes of 
the Blood, or the Fir Minifter himſeif. | 

He has alſo a certain Stedſaſtneſs of Spirit, which 
cannot be warp'd by avy artificial Addreſſes, though 
made to his own apparant Advantage, if they pro- 
pole to him any Thing ** has the leatt. . 

3 | of 
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of what is Baſe. and Diſhonourable. Thus he would 
never conſent, That the Honour of taking Dunkirk 
ſome Years ago, ſhould be aſcribed to Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, tho" that Miniſter» privately courted him to it, 
offering him the greateſt Commands in the Kingdom, 
if, he would do him that Service; and the Mare/chal 
knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did not. Vet 
ſuch was his Integrity and Love to the Truth, that 
by no Means would he be brought to condeſcend to 
this Meanneſs of Spirit; yet perhaps, it might on- 
ly proceed from the Averſion which in thoſe Days he 
had for the Cardinal. Many Times it is evident, 
that a natural Paſſion is made to paſs for a moral Vir- 
tue. Beſides, perhaps he was unwilling to be depriv'd 
of the Glory due to him for that important Service. 
He is a & an of few Words, and fo ſecret in all his 
Counſels, that no Body knows any thing of his De- 
ſigns, till he puts them in Execution. Every Man 
ms him the moſt liberal Prince of this Age, ha- 
ving no other Regard for Money, than as it ſerves the 
Neceſſities of his Family, and enables him to oblige 
has Friends. . 8 
In a Word, Whatever Vices he may have, he is yet 
endued with fo many good Qualities and Virtues, that 
he is beloved by all the Nations and in particular 
Favour with his Sovereign, who treats. him, not as a 
Subject, but as one of his moſt intimate Friends. 

May Gd, who has rais d up this great Genius, to 
aggrandize the French Menarchy, continually ſupply 
the Grand Signior with valiant and expert — 
that the Empire of the Faithful O/mans may increaſe 
like the Maon, but never be in its Hare, till that Pla- 
net hall no more appear in the Heawens, and the 
Faſtening of the Elements ſtall be diſſolv'd. 


Paris, 1 2th f he zd Moon, 
, the Jear 1665. 


LETTER 
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To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, 
and Penfioner to the Grand Signior. 


: HE French King has lately This Letter was 
receiv'd a groſs Aﬀront written original y 
from the Po. They have often 7» Sclavonick. 
been Satyrical upon bis Loves, ö 
and now they begin to Burleſque upon his Money. 
A Day or two ago, as he was newly riſen out of his 
Bed, he found on a Table in his Chamber, a Paper 
containing theſe Verſes. OOO: 


Tu es Iſſue de Race Auguſte, 

Ton Her ff Henry le Grand; 

Et” ton Pere Louis Ie Fuſte ; | 
Pour Toy, tu n es gu un Louis 4 Zen. p 


Thou know'ſt where the Force of the Poet's Wit 
lies, FN in France, and learnt their Lan- 
age, T ng finil'd at the Reading of it, ad 
Ta to be pleas'd with the Frankneſs of the Autber, 
ſaying, He was worth 'a Thouſand Flatterers: He pro- 
miſed likewiſe, to give lim Five Hundred Zonjs's for 
his Wit, if he would diſcover himſelf, as alſo to par- 
don him on his Royal Word. But the Saryriſ would 
not ven:ure himſelf, knowing, that K7»gs have more 
Ways than one to revenge themſelves of private Per- 
ſons, their Subjects. However, ſince the King appear d 
ſo well pleas d with this, he was reſolv'd to give him 
another Touch of his Skill. And the very next Mor- 
ning, in the ſame Place, the lng found theſe Words: 


Tu ne le ſcaura pas, Louis. 
Car fetois ſeul quand je le fis. 
K 4 There 
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There have been many Conjectures made about the 
Author of theſe Lampoons. Some ſay one Thing, and 
ſome another. And there are not wanting ſuch as 
faſten it on a Virgin of Col/en, now veſiding at the 
Court: Her Name is Anna Marie de Shurman. She 

is very learned, and ſpeaks Aratick, Latin, Turkiſh, 
Greek, Italian, French, and Spaniſh, as fluently as her 
Native Diale&. She is of a fine Wit, and piercin 
Judgment, in the Controverſies of Philoſophy — 
Religion. 

1 here are ſeveral Epiſles of Her's in Print, ſome 
penn'd in Latin, others in French, addreſs d to the 
Queen. Mother, Cardinal Richlien, Cardinal Maza- 
rini, and others; beſides a Book of Poems, moſt of 
them Satires. And tis this laſt, gives the World ſuch 
a jealouſy of her writing the Lines which were found 
on the Kirg's Table. tor the Criticks have compar'd 
them with her Style, and find a very near Reſem- 
blance between them. | 

But let who will be the-Auhor, I think the French 

King is wrong d, in the Character they give him. For 
tho he has heap'd up great Quantites of Gold and 
Silver, to carry en his vaſt Defigns, yet he is no Mi- 

ſer, being very very liberal to Perſons of Merit. 

I ſend thee this for thy Diverfion, and in Orger to 
our future Correſpondence. Take it for an Ex- 
ample, and be as familiar with me, remembring the 
Old Latin Proverb, Manus manum fricat. 


Paris, 1 ith of the 6th Man, | 
of the Year 1665. 


| 
0 
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LETTER XXII. 
J the Captian Baſſa. 


AY thy Heart be chearful, and thy Voyage 
crown'd with Succeſs, wherever thou ſaileſt, 
noble, old Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the God: of 
the Sa. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had ſo 
be a Commander of 50 Navy theſe Thirty Years. 
nt thee ortune againſt the fd ls, 
wh the —— or Black Scat. Thou _ al- 
ready famous for thy Exploits on the latter, in above 
Twenty 8 with the Cofacks, Circaffians, 
and the reſt of thoſe Thieviſh Countries. But No- 
thing has rais d thy Character ſo high as the laſt Com- 
bat thou hadſt with Pachicour, the renowned Pyrate 
of thoſe Parts, who threatened not only his Chriſfian 
Neighbours, but alſo the Ottoman Empire, with infi 
nite Ravages. 

But thou haſt ftem'd the Tide of Glory, kum- 
bled the Maritime People, his Confederates, and by 
that Means, made thyſelf a Way into the Archpelags 
and Mediterranean, where thou rideſt, as another 
Neptune, King of the Waters. | Ko 
Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell thee, I have 

not ſaid ſo much to a Ba/ſa of the $-a, theſe ſeven 

and twenty Years. Neither indeed had I any Rea- 
ſon. He that merited the maſt Applauſe, in all that 
Time,” was the brave Zorne/an Mufiapha. And I ad- 
dreſs'd no more to him than his Due. Fortune did 
not favour him, or elſe he had done Things As 
for the reſt, they were generally Men never bred 
to Sea- Affairs, but Minions of the Court, or Bullies 
of the City, who were better at making a Noiſe, than 
at any Action of Hazard or Importance. And 
there were ſome bold 2 but they play'd 
3 | 
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faſt and looſe, and no Body knew where to have 
them. [1 

Treachery jake the hath World; but in theſe 
Wiftern Parts, it reigns in its. Center. Here's no- 
thing but Underining and Ambuſhes: One Stare 
trepanning another out A 4 their Guards, and then 


play their own' G 1 
e — — nbd: 


— Let it be enough for thee: to know, that 


AQ 


ginal of the Quarrel-between the Enxgliſb and the 


theſe- People are at Odds now: And, in regard the 
Strength of both Nations lies in their Shipp pping, they 


are preparing to cover the Northern Seas with Navies; 


but the Mader, ſtill get the beſt on't They claim 
the Sew reignty of thoſe Seas, and in my Opinion, 
they deſerve it; I ſpeak according to my Intelligence; 


— — ' that no Nation ever prevail'd againſt 


em on that Flement. 

They bave had a terrible Fight this Summer, hore- 
in the Dutch loſt ſeventeen Ships of War, beſides 
Veſlels of ſmaller Note. The Commander of the 
Engliſh Ferris ealld the Duke of Nuri, a great Gene- 
ral, and Brether to the Fngliſb King. His Name was 
famous in France and Flanders during the Sgansſb War. 
And tho“ the Land afforded him no farther Occaſions 
of Glory, yet he has found ſome in the San. My 
the greateſt ' Hamiral that ever the Dutch coulE-boaſt 
6f, fell-aSacrifc#to his Grmius 


Lam the more particular in the Relation; — | 


it is fit thou ſhould'ſt know the Character of all the 
brave Heroes living. | 
Since this Fight, the Ming of An dat an 
Wmbbfador to the Engliſb Comet, to mediate a Peace: 
What Iſſue his Negociation will have, is of no great 
Import to us, Who ſerve the Grand Signior, Sole Lord 
of the Four Seas : But 1 will tell bo Something, 
which it concerns thee to know. *. 
| Ihe 
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The King of Fran it goirg to cut a Canal thro" 
957 of 5 ingdom, by which the Mediterranean 
the Moi Cu. This is a vaſt Des 

05 


meh diſcourſed of in Europe, being a Pa- 
what has been "formerly attempted by ſome 
22 of Egypt, and Emperors of Rome, to join the 
Mediterranean and Red Sea together, for the Sake of 
eaſier Traffick to the Eaſt India 
hou pughteſtalſo, to be informgd of the Duke 7 
2 xploits on the Coaſt of Barbary. 


Commander pl the French Navy in thoſe Seas, and 


has done great Injury, to the People of Algier, Sar- 
celle, Bougie, and other Ports. 

'Tho' theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd, for Co 
ſerting the-Profe of the High Porte, yet let us 
remember, That the Agerines dre Mufſulminy, — 
therefore, ought not to be Abandon'd to the Malice 


R — 
11125 bty Baſſa, Sail thou in the Strength of COD, 
gene e Enemies of the Ottoman ire. And, 
when thou haſt. iajſh'd thy Voyage here below, may 


a Wind of Mercy waft thee o'er the Waters which are 
above the — any and land thee aſe 1 in one of * 


Ports of Paradiſe? TRY RA 


d ke eg Mor. 
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BOOK i. 


L E TE R I. 
To Achmet Beig. 


HIS Court has put on the Exterior 
Semblance of Mourning, whilft they in- 
wr rejoice at the Death of Philio 
K of Spain. He deceas'd on 
the 17th of the gi "Mace: 'Tis poſſible their 
Grief is more real for the Death of the Duke of 
Vendeſme, a Prince of 2 Extraction, and whilſt 
Living, not far from a Poſſibility of Inheriting the 
co of France. But now he is gone to the Grave, 
eneral Receptacle of all Mortals, and which makes 

46 Pidineuen between 8 Neble and the Vulgar. 
There 
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There have been Abundance of Ceremonies per- 


form'd, on the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the 


Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Yalir, and other 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health of the De- 
na Soul: For the Nazarezes, to give them their 
ue, fall not ſhort of the True Faithful, Believing 
the Reſurremiůon and Immortality to come. They 
conſign the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, 
with Solemn Rites of Religion, ing them with 
ys and ſprinkling them with Holy Water; te- 
ng alſo, certain Sacred Hymns and Prayers ap- 
pointed for that P Neither do they neglect 
to Faſt, and give A to perform any pion Office, 
which is practiſed by the Mu/ul/mans, for their 
Friends who are gone to the Inviſible State. They 
agree with us in Abundance of Things, and, if 
hey mix ſome Superſtition and Errors, let us pity 
their Weakneſs, and praiſe GOD, who guides us 


into the right Way, and ſuffers us not to be ſe- 


duced into the Way of Infide/s. He is the Merci 
of the Merciful, the Joy of the E/:2, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he puniſh Men according, to 
their hourly Demerits, the Earth would ſoon be'de- 
populated, and void of any other Inhabitants, fave 
the Beaffs. But he knows our Mold, and remembers 
that we are no more, than mere Froth, or Spume 
of the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by 
the Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like Bubbles, 
which yield to every Bla of Wind. Therefore he 
ſpares us, and connives at our Infirmities, becauſe he 
is the Lover of Souls. 


I ſpeak this, as an Incentive to Charity among our 


ſelves, and to our our Fellow-Martals. It ſeems to 

me unreaſonable, that we ſhould purſue, with inexo- 

rable Hatred, all the Followers of Jeſus. He was a 

Holy Prophet, humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs 

He did many Good Works himſelf, and com- 

manded his Diſciples to imitate his „ 
| | r 


| 
| 
| 
| 


% 
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them, t hat would have call d 
down hg 10 Ee e to ee his Enemies: * 
Enjojping, them | to return Bleſſings for 8 Pray- 
ers for B {phemies, and Good” 12 Evil. There are 
1 among en who obey d his 325 ts: As fe $4 
e Wie el. ot their Alvocace. Tf the greate 
VG of t he 0570 Nr 775 es contrary to the Law of 
the N. 15 let # Pager tk ow many | Hypo- 
Erites, ertines, reticke, Atheiſts, hae, 57 
among thoſe, WhO rofele doe 5 T a 
Doubtleſs, There ire Gord and Bad of al lte 
And tis im ofible Fn an Aſembly of Juſt len, 
Without a Mixture of Sinners. 
As for our Differences with the People of Jg efus, i in 
Matter M Warfhip, it oughtnot to make us forget that 
we ate Men, compounded of the ſame Fleſh and 
Blo od as they, And for au ght we "know, GOD, 
who made all the Nations le! Earth, may "accept 
of * various Rites a Ceremonies, in paying 
ivine Adergtion. 
We that are the Poſterity of nael. and worſhip 
% Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who 
0 


wed the Pattern © Erabim the Beloved of Cd, 
cannot deny, but that the Law of Ag was of Di. 
vine Original: And yet it contains Precepts an In- 
= unRtions, to * We, are ee Stran 72585 in 0 


11 
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He heal'd Diſeaſes, rais d the Dead, wrought- many 
other Miracles, and preach'd the True Meeren 

Dockrine. Vet there's Abundance of. mY b 
tween the Cercmonies, which the very Apo files uſe 1 
gn the Service of GOT, Lo the Worthip Fables 

2 wemet, our Holy Law-giver. Hut he tells u 
hat they who live up to "the w of Tus, ſhall 20 


to | Paradiſe, + 5 yellas the Mu/ulm mans. ney 
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The greateſt Scandal which the Ghri/ftians give us, 
is, their ſetting up Picduret and Images in their Tem- 
ples, and the 8 thy pay * thoſe iy 
Rieges of Human, Art. yetfor aught we know, 
the may be — — GOD; ſince they 
profeſs openly, in the Publict Decrees of their = 
cils, That the Veneration and Honour they pay tgthe 
Figures of Saints and Angeli, is only Relative; their 
Devotian, at the fame Time, reſting not on this Side 


the Prototypes. n 
If this de true, I ſee no more Hurt in their Wor- 
ſhip of Inages, than in Bowing and Proſtrating be- 


fore the Alcnran, which is but another Sart of /ma- 
gery, repreſending the Divine Will. "A 
luna Ward, If the Hizroglyphicks of the Ancient 
Egyptians are allow'd to be lawful Letters, and In- 
OT to expreſs 2 of the 
Mind: In my Opinion, inting and Sculpture, 
-wWhich we es in ay, — of the ( briſtians, ought 
not to be Condemn'd, as an eaſier Way to convey 
;the-He/ory of Jus, and the reſt of the Prophets and 
Sainti, to the Vulgar, who are generally ignorant of 
Letters. Unleſs we ſhall ſay, That the Sen of M 
was an 1d/, and the Prophets and Saints were Devils, 
which GO avert from the Mouth of a True Belicver. 


Paris, L3th.of the uith Moon, - | | 
H the'Vear 1665. | 


LETTER 


HY Diſpatch came to my Hands in a 
4 Hour. Trans with Son dhe cs the La) 
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renn WM: 
ToWilliam Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 


ons it contain d; the Grave, and Judicious 
the Sacred Rules and Inſtructions of 
and Spiritual Life ; the Morals more re- 
fin'd thoſe of Pindar, Epictetus, Seneca, or Cato. 


But pardon me if I reliſh not ſo well the Paneg yrick 
on ſome of the newly Canoniz'd Saints; from which 


you take Occaſion to extol the Pope's Infalibility, and 


to exclude from Salvation, all that are not within the 


Pale of the Raman Church. 
I am a Chriftian and Catholick as well as you. I 
Honour the Hpofiles and Martyrs, with all the Pri- 


mitive Saints, Confefſor, and Holy Doctors of the 


Church. But I can never be perſuaded, that a Man 
for being a Murderer, Traytor; an Inventer of cruel 
Devices, or a Learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, 


tho' he may be rank'd in Red Lines of the Ca- 
| dendar. Much leſs can I believe, that all Men ſhall 


be damn'd, who are not in Communion wi:h the Bi- 


ſhop of Rome. Certainly the Carholick or Univer/al 


Church, is not ſhut up within the narrow Confines 
of the the ſhatter d Roman Empire. Conſider Greece, 
Armenia, Egypt, Miſcouy, Ethiopia, and all the ſpa- 
cious Territories of Europe, and the Ea. How 
many Millions daily ſay their Pater-N:fer, and pray 
in 7e/as's Name, yet 1 Obedience to any 
but their own Parriarchs and Biſhops Were not al 


| the Apo/les equally in Commi//ion ? Were not the 


Churches they rounded and Eſtabliſhed, equally Holy 
and Orthodux ? Where then cemmenc'd the mighty 
Schiſm, but in the moroſe Pride of Victor, who 
(for the Sake of Paſchal Niceties) affronted all va 

, 


— 
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Churches in the World, and was for that Reaſon 
ſeverely reprov'd by a French Biſhop of his own Obe- 
dience ; beſides the Reprimandi of Polyrarp, and other 
'- Prelates of the Ea? What not St. John the Be- 
lowed, that refted his Head with Divine Honour on 
the Breaſt of ie as privy to the Laws of his 
Maſter, as Peter, Paul, or any o her Abortive Apoftlc? 
Remember the firſt General Council at Teruſal-m, 
where James the Brother of our Lord ſate Preſident, 
decreeing Al ſinences, exactly oppoſite to the preſent 
Roman Faith and Practiſe. And believe at the ſame 
Time, that 'twas Vnperial Vanity and Pride which 
firſt begot the fatal Separation. MHer«/y was but the 
Baſtard of the Apoſtol c& Canon, cheriſh'd and too 
much countenanc'd by Conflantine and his Succeſlors, 
till the fatal Time of Phecas, whoſe untimely Death 
made all Things ready for the Intended Uſurpation. 
On Guicciardine / How truely haſt thou writ the State 
of Modern Rome ! Werthy as Horace, of eternal 
Honour. Thy faithful Prole equals his courtly Verſe, 
and merits new Auguſtu;'s to Patronize it. 

Believe me, Father Milli um, I have no Spite or 
Enmity againſt the Roman High Prieſt, I reverence 
him equally with his Brethern, the Patriarchs of 
Conflantinople, Feruſalem, Alexandria, and Antioch. 
I would go beyend this, for the Sake of Confor- 
mity to ancient Cuſtoms, and in Obedience to the ce- 
lebrated Council of Nice: I would willingly acknow- 
ledge him the Primate of the World. Lethim have 
the Firſt Place in GO D's Name, among the Patri- 
archs of the Univerſal Church. But let him not 
ride on the Necks of his Equals. Let him not pre- 
tend a Power to cancel the Apoftolick Canons ; tra- 
verſe the Traditions of the Fathers, repeal the Decrees 
of General Councils, diſpenſe with the Laws of Na- 
ture, Grace, Reaſon, Morality, and the very Inſtitu- 
tions of his Predeceſſors, Men, without Queſtion, 


% 
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infallible as. he. This is not the Way, to make 
Profilotes to the Ramon Faith, uuleſs it be of Fools 
and Knaves. The World has receiv'd New Lights, 
Father William, and Men, begin to hiſs Religious 
Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even they who are 
moſt guilty of it, I mean the Roman Courtiers, Car- 
dinals, and Pricits, cannot forbear laughing at the 
Folly, and credulous Eaſineſs of thoſe, to whom they 
impoſe their pious Frauds. The bigotted Laity are by 
them eſteem d no better than filly Aſſes, tamely 
couching under the Burthens of their Eccl:/fraftical 
Lords and Drivers. ; 
_ Therefore, Lis Time for thee to open thy Eyes, 
* up thy Head, and lay aſide Monaftick Simplicity: 
I do not counſel! thee to turn Lieb tine, or imi- 
tate the Halian Gallantry, which has taught the 
Prieſts, inſtead of Sacred Continence, to ſquint a 
Benediction on ſome charming Lady, from the Al- 
tar, in the Name of Dominus Vobiſcum, or 57277 
"pack even whilſt they are preparing for Divin 
evels, to Ranquet on the Fleſh and Blood of GOD. 
Oh !- monſtrous Perfidy, and execrable Profaneneſs ! 
Nor, if thou art Aﬀronted and Reyengeful, would 
1105 thee to time the Execution of thy Wrat 
Uke the Sicilian J eſpers, and make the Bells become 
the Signals of thy . Cruelty, which ought, ang Mere 
Deſign d, and Conſecrated, on purpole, bh drill op 
harmleſs Souls to Church, with their dull, ſlęepy, 
jangling Chimes; and with their more triumphant, 
lofty Mock on the Fefiwals of the Saints, to make 
deyouter Chriſtians dream they're going to Heaven, 
inſtead of a Maſſacre. I would not haye thee hope to 
merit Paradi/e, by ſending thither, in Obedience t 
the Pepe, or General of thy Order, the Majeſtic 
Souls of Kings, or Emperers, in Vehigles of Sac 
Poiſon, or envenam'd Euchari/ts.. Believe that thoſe 
Prelates, Prieſts, or Monks, who are thus N 
Prophaàne, and mercifully cruel, ſhall become = 
7 * 
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tred, Veſted, Cowled Monſters, in the fierceſt and 
molt violently, glowing Dens of Hell; thexe with the 
molt exalted Ar/emckrs; Mercurtes, and whatſoever 
ives the higheſt Pains, to languiſh, pine, and rack 
— Fhowand, Thouſand, Thauſand Ages, 
in Penances of ſlow Effect, which expiate, but very 
late, the cry ing Sins of Guiliy Murderers, and Blocdy 
Hypocrates. " 
et ſuch as theſe, ſince Modern Times, are the on- 
ly Men thought worthy to be Caneniz'd for Saint: 3 
which made a certain honeſt Cardinal ery gut, in the 
Prelence of the Pope, Theſe New Saints force me ta 
doubt the Old Ones. | | 
Father William, The ſame Thought begins and 
ends my Letter. Your's was upon the Stretch, Ex- 
tolling far too high, the Largneſs of the Roman 
Church, the /»/a//ib/e Pawer of Poprs, the Miracles 
of theſe Nau Saints, And I, for my Part, am a 
Man abborring Bigotry, I cannot believe Things 
contrary to my Reaſon. I wiſh the Differences of 
Mankind, in Point of -Re/igion, were rationally com- 
poſed, and that the Good of all Sects, Factions, Par- 
ties, Churches, and Communions, were united in 
this Life, as they ſurely will be in the next. 
In the mean Time, To the Father without Begin- 
ning; to the Sox without a Jaunger Brother ; to the 
Holy Ghoſt, the "uf and the Left: to the Virgin Ma- 
ry, the Mother of the Entire Deity, I recommend 
thee, and all good Chri//ians; hoping to ſee. you in 
Heaven, tho' we cannot, it ſeems, think alike on 


Earth, 


Paris, 1ſt of the 12th Moen, 
of the Year 1665. | 
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LETTER 1. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at 
Vienna. 9 


Ccording to thy Deſire, I have procur'd, and 
Th fent thee the Alcoran, and other Mribingi of 
our Holy Doctors; Books, which will conduct thee in- 
to the Right Way, Thou wilt find in theſe Volumes, 
a Spirit of Life and Power. There breathes in them, 
a certain, vital Principle of Reaſon ; fo that, whoſo- 
ever will read them attentively, may feel (if I may fo 
ſpeak) the very Pulſe of Intellectual Wiſdom, beat - 
ing in every Sentence. by.” | 
There is a vaſt Difference between theſe Yritine:, 
fall of Arguments clear and intellizible, and the 
Whimſies of thy Rabbi's, who abound in Sacred Fa- 
Bles, and Divine Romances. 

Who can peruſe your Celebrated Miſiab without 
Diſdain? Or, Look into your more Applauded 7. 
mud, and not feel Himſelf touch'd with Horror, at 
the Monſtrous Bleſphemies, and Ridiculous Forge- 
ries therein contain d? Doſt thou not laugh at the 
Story of G O D's pickling up the Leviathan, till the 
Days of the Mei. b; 1 that other of the Bull, 
which daily devours the Fodder of a Thouſand Moun- 
tains? Or, Wilt thou ſhew me the Neſt of that Bird, 
From whence, the Talmud fays, An Egg, falling on 
the Earth, threw down Three Thouſand tall Cedars 
with it's Weight; and at length breaking, over- 
flow'd Sixty Villages with the Liquid Subſtance in- 
cluded in the Shell? Hans 

Such as theſe muſt needs be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the Omnipotent And yet your 
Rabbi's teach, That GOD ſtudies nine Hours 1n the 
Day in the Talmud. Can any Man of common Piety 


hear - 
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hear theſe Blaſphemies and not tremble ? What Af- 
fronts are theſe to Human Senſe, What Impoſi- 
tions on the Reaſon of the Credulous Fewws ? 
the moſt perfect of all Beings acquire Knowledge by 
„or is the Eternal Intelle# 2. by 
Reading of Books ? Or, if it was fo, Would he not 
make a better Choice, than of a Volume, which in 
the Incredible Stories it relates, exceeds all the Fig- 
ments of Poets. . 

Tell me, Nathan, Canft thou ſwallow that loud 
Lye of the Talmud, which tells thee, That there was 
a Lyon, who when he Roar d at the Diſtance of Four 
Hundred Miles from Rome, all the Women that were 
with Child in that City, being affrighted at the Noiſe, 
Miſcarried, and the Walls of Rome fell down ? And 
when he drew nearer by an Hundred Miles, he fet 
up his Throat again, which made fo terrible a Sound 
that all the Romans Teeth fell out of their Heads, 
and the Emperor himſelf felt ſuch Convulſions, as 
had well nigh coſt him his Life. 

Surely, the Crow, which the Talmud ſpeaks of, in 
another Place, was but a Puny to this monſtrous 
Lion; and yet it ſeems, that Crow ſwallow'd a Ser- 
- that had eaten a Frog, as big as a Village of 

eeſcore Houſes, and when he had done, flew 
into the next Tree. I ſuppoſe, that was the Tree 
which grew in Paradiſe, and was Five Hundred 
Miles hugh according to the Ta/mud. Have I not 
Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of our Rabbi's 
ſolemnly ſwears, He was an Eye-wi':eſs of theſe 
Things? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 
of thoſe, who give up their Faith to ſuch Delu- 
ſions ? | ” | 

Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertain- 


ment in the Books of the Muf/ſulman Doors , more 


eſpecially in that Tranſcript thou haſt of the Vo- 
ume hit dictated in Heaven. That confirms the 
rue Law of Maſes, but damns the Impoſtures po 

7 * 
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the Talmud, attributing the Invention of ſuch Errors 
to the Dewi. | 
But thou wilt aſk me, perhaps, What I mean by 
the True Law of Mes; ſhall I tell thee the Opinion 

of one of thy own Nation, a Hebrew of the He- 
Þrenes, as he pretends, and, for aught I know, of 
_ the ſame Tribe with thy ſelf: For I am a Stranger to 
the Genealogics of you both. * ee 
Some Years ago, here was in this City a Man, whd, 
if we may believe him, bas been in all the Cities 
of the World. The French call him, The Wanderin 
Ja; and he confirm'd that Title, by the Proſei- 
nion he made of his Birth, Deſcent, and univerſal 
Travels. No doubt but thou haſt heard of this Man, 
or at leaſt of ſuch a Character, and therefore I need 
not repeat what he ſaid of himſelf, and what the 
Generality of Mankind believe of him. Suffice it 
to tell chee, That I was once in his Company Half a 
Day together; When among other Difcourſes, he 
told me, That the True Law of Meſes has been loſt 
for above theſe Two Thouſand, Years, except in 
the North Parts of Alia, where there are an jufinite 
Number of Hebrews, but far different in their Rei- 
gion, from all the Jes in the reſt of the World. He 
lays, The Country where they inhabit, is environ'd 
round with high and inacceſſible Mountains. I aſk'd 
him the exact Geographical Situation of this Country, 
but -receiv'd no other Anſwer, than that it lay be- 
ond the River Sabbation. - Then I remember'd what 
had read in E/aras, a Scribe of thy Nation, con- 
_ cerning the Tranſmigration of the Ten Tribes, who 
were carried away Captives by the A/jrizns: How 
they pafled through a certain River on ay Ground, 
the Waters being divided to the Right-Hand, and 
to the-Left. and that after the ſame Manner they 
ſhould return again, in the latter Days; but that 
in the mean Time, the Region where they live, was 
hidden from all other Mortals. © 
Om» 
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Comparing this Paſſage with what 1 had heard 
from the Y/aundering Few, I became almoſt perſuaded 
that the People and Country of which he ſpake, were 
the very fame mention'd by E/aras, 'GO ＋ can 
diſcern the Truth from Error, in Hiſtories of fo re- 
mote and ancient a Subject. : 

As to their Religion, I was going to give thee 
an Account of what he ſaid concerning it, but am 
interrupted by Company. Wherefore 1 am forced 
to break off abruptly. Expect a full Relation in my 
next. I am in Haſte. 

Paris, 4th of the iſt Moon 

of the Tear 1666. 


L. ELTEN IV. | 
70 the ſame, 4 


HE Interruption which made me ſo fi 
conclude my other Letter, lafted not long ; 
ſo that I have Time enough to perform my Promis, 
by the ſame. | 
I was about to relate, what the Wandering Jeu 
told me, of the Religion of thoſe remote Hebrews in 
Alia, which take as follows: p 
He ſays, They are a Nation of Philoſophers, bound 
by theirs Laws to ſtudy the Liberal Arts and Sci- 
ences, They have none but Iron Money current 
anomg them; the Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins 
= expreſsly forbidden by their Laws, to prevent 
the Temptation of Awvarice and Theft; For, Who 
would ſteal, or covet a Metal, which for it's Bulk, 
was not eaſy to be hid, nor for it's Beauty 'very 
deſirable, being every where common in the "Veins 
of the Earth, and ſerv'd only as a Method of Barter 
and Commerce among themſelves, where the In- 


cemqua ity, 
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equality of Merchandizes led their Traffick, 
and would not admit of a ready Exchange. 
This took from them the Occaſion of many unne- 
ceſſary Arts, at Home, and they had no I empta- 
tions to. travel Abroad ; the chief Deſign of thei 
| Law:-givr being to oblige them to ſpend moſt of 
their ime in Re/igious and Philoſophical Exerciſes, 
and the reſt in preparing Neceſſaries for Human 
Suſtenance. They had no Need to buy any Thin 
of Foreign C:xntrics, or to build Ships for that End, 
who were bound to live content with the natural 
Product of their own fertile Country : For Luxury 
has not as yet ſet Footing in that happy Regicn, if 
we may believe this Traveller. He ſays, They fecd 
altoge her on the Fruits of the Earth, not agmit- 
ting any Art or Employment which tends to Super- 
fluity, but only ſuch as deſerve the neceflary Uſes of 
5 wherein they ſhew an admirable Dexterity and 
When they travel from one Town to another, 
which is very frequent, they neyer carry any Thing 
to defray their Charge, by the Way, or when they 
arrive at their Journey's End. All Entertainment of 
this Nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 
Cuſlom of the Country. 19 
They have no Lawyers among them, but if any 
Contention ariſe, tis preſently determined by the 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whoſe Sen- 
tence all ſubmit : Every Man being willing to loſe 
ſomething of his Right, rather than difturb the pub- 
lick Amity and Peace. 
As to the Manner of their Vorſbip, they are ſtrict 
. Obſervers of Purity in Waſhing, Anointing, and 
Shaving their Bodies. | 
They have Temples alſo, where they aſſemble eve- 
ry Seventh Day; and having offer'd up the Firſt- 
Fruits of the Earth, they fit down in the Courts, 
and Banquet together with Joy, whilſt the Prieſſs 
; Enters 
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entertain them with excellent Mufick and Songs in 
praiſe of GOD and his Works. To this End he 
Courts of their Temples are made-very large, that 
they may contain ſo many diflint Families ; and 
flately Pavilions are ſe: vp, adora'd. with the'Boughs 
of green Trees, with all Manner of Flowers care- 


leſly intermix d. But amidſt all theiy — an o | 


are not permitted to taſte of Fleſh: They eat only the 
Fruits of the Earth. with Mik, Honey, and Oil. 
And their common Drink is Water and Wine. 


At the Age of fixtcen Years, every Man is bodfd 
to take the following Oath. wat 


Swear that I wil aacre but One GOD, ac brought 
| our Fathers out of Egypt, aud has PT 
by a myſterious Path ta this Land of Promiſe. I will 
religi:u/ly ſerve him all my Life, for that be bas 
wouchſafed to plant me in the Family of his Ele, ani 
not in either of the Two Tribes who wwere left behind in 
the Land / Deluſions. I. awill do guftlyito.all Mer, 
neither aui valuntarily hurt or kill any living Crea- 
ture, unleſs it be in my own Defence. 1 will not taſte of 
the Fieſh of auy Animal, but in «ll Things ob/ere 
the Abſtinence commanded by Allah to Moles on the 
Mount. I awill religiouſly obey my Prince, ta my leſt 
Breath, and rather he torn to Pieces by ⁊ulid Beaft:, 
then betray bim, or conſent ta betray him to  anothet : 
For he is the Vice-Roy of GOD. 7 will never conceal 
my e of any Conſpiracy again bim, an my 
Country, neither will I diſcover his Secrets te any, 4 
it ſhould ever be my Honaur to know. them, I «will ob- 
ſerve the Treditioni of my Fathers, and teach the ſame 
and no other to my Poflerity. In fine, I will in all Things 
obey the Laws of this ſacred Kingdom, this Region of 
Peace, this Garden of Bliſs. All this I ſolemnly fwear 
by the Firſt Father of Light, and by Notbing,' the pro- 
found Womb Darkneſs, and by Silence the Companion 
of that Deach which na — Being can fathom ; 


qwhich 


& 
* 


— — a i es on ts 


— 
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aubicb is the ſame as if I ſhould wiſh myſelf annibila- 
"tea, if violate this Oath in the leaf Point. 


. Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath, that I can 
diſtinctly remember, which I here inſert, to ſhew 
"thee what" Opinion theſe People have of the Law 
Which was given to Mees on the Mount, and they 
_ reject the Two Tribes that were left in Palefting, 
and eſteem d of that Country but as the Land of De 
luſion, as counting their own Country the Region 
of Promiſes, and themſelves the Ele of G OD. 
One would think, that theſe were the Pofterity of 
the Ten Tribe that were carried away Captices by 
Calmana ſar King of Mria. And this was alſo the 
Opinion of that Wagcerer, who told me, that both 
their Pentateuch was different from yours, and the 
" Langauge wherein in it is written, For he ſaid, It 
was rather a Diale& of frabickh, in which Language 
thou know'ſt GOD wrote the 7yn Commandments on 
the Two Tables: Among which, one is, Thou /oa.t 
ot kill, This Prohibition, they ſay, extends to all 
Living Creatures, tho" your Doctors interpret is as 
only reaching to Men, and ſo do the Chriſfiars. But 
the Mufutmans interpret it thus, 7 hou Halt neither 
till Man nor Beaft without Reaſon. By which Clauſe, 
the Beaſts are privileg d from. the wanton Cruelty 
of Men, who otherwiſe would murther them only 
to make Sport; yet wicked Men are not exempted 
4 _ a viqlent Neath, as a Puniſhment of their 
Crimes. N 
This Traveller ſays alſo, That the People of that 
Country are ſo Healthy, that they generally live 
tiil they are a Hundred and Twenty Years old, 
which is almoſt twice the Age of other Mortals. 
This he aſcribes to their exquiſite Temperance 
and Moderation in all Things, as alſo to the Dry- 
neſs of the Soil, and to the Force of certain 
Winds, which continually ſweep the Air of this 
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: Region, and purge it of all hurtful Qua- 
If it ever be thy Fortune to fee this Perſon, He 
will acquaint thee with a many more delightful 
Paſſages, which it would be too tedious for me to 
inſert in a Letter; beſides, my Memory is treache- 
 rous, and I often forget thoſe Things at one Time, 
which I remember at another: But if thou art ſolli- 
citous to hear more, I will. oblige thee with all that I 
can call to mind of this Traveller, in another Letter. | 
In the mean Time, make a right Uſe of theſe | 
Hints, and weigh one Thing with another, examine | 
all Things wityout Prejudice or Partiality. Truſt 
no Man's Reaſon but thy own in Matters-of a diſpu- 
table Nature, ſince thou haſt as much Right to de- 
cide the Controverſy as any Man. And thus thou 
wilt never become a Brankrupt in Religion. 


| Paris, 4th of the 1ſt Moon, 
F the Year 1666. 


— ——— ͤ << — — 


LETTER V. . _- 


To Mohammed Hadgi, Dervich, Erc- 
mit of Mount Uriel in Arabia, the | 
Happy. : || 
A I think, This is the Laſt of my Hours in this | | 
World, andthe Firſt of a New Life, whith I | | 
ſhall commence in Immortality: I perccive, That | | 
the LP Period, the Moment of Tran/migration, ſet | | 
by fin, is approaching. The Craſis of my Blood - —- 
is diflolving apace; my Spirit haſtens to get loaſe = 
from theſe mortal Chains: I feel my Soul trying and 
ſtretching her e to take her eternal 
L 


| Night to the Region aſlign'd her by 96—— 
— 2 1 
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I have-not Preſumption to for Para · 
diſe, nor am | fo abandon'd to here to con- 
clude I Gall go to Hell. I rather believe, Aaraf;, 
or the Place of Priſons, will be my Portion; in re- 
ard I fear the Evils which I have been guilty of 
are not over-balanc'd by my good Actions, is 
well if Virtue has counterpoiz d Vice in the Courſe 
of this mortal Liſe. However, I am reſign'd. and 
commit my ſelf to the Indulgent Creator of all 
Things, will not fail to diſpoſe of me accord - 
ing - Sx Order which he has eftabhiſh'd- in the 

niverſe. | | 4 
bs Methinks, Were I even in Hell, I eould not for- 
beer praiſing that Fountain of All Things. I would 
teach the Dewils and Damn'd a new n of. Pa- 
tience and Contentedneſs, of Humility and Devo- 
tion, of. Generoſity and Love, amidſt their tremen- 
dous Torments, I would furvey with an Indiffe- 
rence becoming a True Biliewver, the Hirrid Aby/5, 
with all its dreadful Vaults and Apariments. I would 
conſider the wonderful Architecture of thoſe Infer- 

nal Priſons, inexpugnable Strepgth of the Walls; 

their r 1 nekrieſs and unmoveable Faſt- 
neſs; I would contemplate every Thing with the 
Reaſon of a Philaſct hir, and the Piety of a MH. 
mon, not giving myſelf up tc the Paſſions of a Fool, 
and an Infided, 5 

All this J imagine were eaſy to perform iu;thoſe fa. 
tal Caverns, and much more; but GOD knows how 
the Experiment of ſuch an intolerable Anguiſh and 
Reſtraint, might alter a Man's Mind. ane a 
However, I find it Medicinal to think of the 
laſt and worſt Things, to be always perpar'd for 
Death, and whatſoever (hall follow it: For, Sur- 

rizes are apt to unman us, and plunder us of our 
Rea ſon: I Was in the Heighth of a violent Fever, 
when I began this Letter; yet now; 'tis-abated,- and 
1 palpehiy feel we gentle Return of Heal 1485 

| TI ©, 


. 
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Life. This is owing; in my judgment, to the real 


Belief I had, That my laſt Hour was come, which I 
have ſo long expected. And I could almeſt perſuade 
myſelf thae I ſhall > a Thouſand Ma/adies, 
recover oat of the maſt dangerous Paroxy/tvs, and 
prolong my Days, to Old Age, by the meer Force of 


theſe Contemplations. ; | 
My Faith on this Point is 4 r 
For, I have often found, to be arm'd againſt | 
Calamities with an even Mind, is either a'fure Way 
to avoid them, or at leaſt to protrat the Seaſon 
of their Arrival. And if there were nothing elſo 
in't, But the rendring em more eaſy when they C | 
come, it were worth any Man's Pains to try the Ex- | 
periment. | 
Doubtleſs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. "Tis as pleaſant 
for a Thinking Man to die as to live, if it be on 
for this Reaſon, That in his Paſſage from the Life he 
had led before, He ſhall not have bare naked lh 
for his Contetnplation ; but Matter of Fact, and the 
2 important, that ever employ d the Souls of 
Nr 3 wy 2 
ther it will not iphly grateful to viſhing 
Soul, when thou — perceive 24 „dy 
the infalliable En:bymema's of the trembling Pulſe, 
that thou art juſt ready to be releas'd from the de- 
ceitfal Sophiftry of Human Life ! That thou art neur | 
I er the Wing | 
at large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beauty, 
Light, and endleſs Happineſs : Reflect alſo at t | 
ſame Time, O holy Eremit, That I ſhould think it | 
ne Fils 6 be Goal om oy Contlnnnent ts wil | 
ing Neſt of T:fidets. : | | 
But, Why give them that reproachful Rpi- 
thet, when, for aught I know, [ am a greater Infidel 
myſelf ? * p 


— . —ñ1t —— 
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of [brahim, IJſinael, and the holy Race; I bear in 
my Body the Seals of a Divine League or Couant 
between GOD and Mas. I was Cirarmci/ed in due 
Time, and gave ſupreme, Glory to One GOD, and 
Honour. to Mahomet his Mgerger. I pronounced 
the Seven Myftericus Words, whoſe Sound excites 
the Harmony of the Spheres, ſets the Angels a dan- 
eing. puts all Natere into Motions makes the 
Dewvil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our Holy Doctor 
teach, The- very Breath with which that ſacred Con- 
feſſion is utter d, blows the Aſhes. of Hell into the 
Eyes of the Damm d, and ſtrikes them blind. In a 
Word, I have ſaſted, prayed, given Alms, and per- 
form d all the external Duties of a True Belieuer; yet 
J have Reaſon no fear, That the beſt of my pious Ac- 
tions are not ſufficient to cancel my Sins. My Prac- 
tice runs counter to my Faith; there ſeems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
the other forcing me to Evil, For, whilſt I really 


0 


a 


ia my Heart believe the Alcoran, and obey Mabo- 


met, our Holy Law:-giver, 1 am. compell'd to deny 
beth, to profeſs the Life and Manners of a Nazarene, 
to counterfeit a /»fidcl, and do a Thouſand other ill 
Things, to pleaſe the Grand Signior and his Nes. 

Thus I play faſt and looſe with GOD Almighty; and 
turn Religion into Cre/s-Purpoſes. Yet Heaven knows, 
that I obteſt all the Elements to witneſs, That 1 
Would fain be innocent, and live in unblemiſh'd, 
' Virtue But the fatal Neceſſities I he under, conſtrian 
me to a perpetual Courſe, of Vice. Which makes 


me ſometimes cry out in the Agonies of my Soul, 


O GOD! I pray thee either 40 alter my Circumflances, 
2 reform my Nature, or make REW Laws more eaſy za | 
e At. 3:69 xm od 3522454 27 243 91 
Vinerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my im- 
portunate Complaints; and remember, That, tho? 
Thou art as an Angel for thy Perfections, yet Mab- 
mut is but a Man, ſubject to a Thou * 
: ity 


-” - 
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ity him, and continue to afford him thy ſage Coun. 


el; reſt alſo aſſured, That among all tus: Infirmities, 
he ſtill retains inviolable Affections, and dutiful Re- 


gerd to the Tenets of S 


| Paris, 224 of the 24 Mon. 
of the Year 1666. 


Men and 


9 — und... ll. 1 


LETTER VI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


\ HOU. may d report it to the Diwan for a 
Certainty, That Mirammud, the Son of the 

Xeriph at Sales, is taken Priſoner by the French, 
Thas bold Youth has long rov'd the Seas uncon- 
49ul'd ; bas done many Injuries. to the Chriſtian, 


Captive. Such is the Fortune of War by Sea and 
Land ; To- day Triumphant and Victorious, To- mor- 
row. Vanquiſh d, and in Chains. 

Pet he loſt not his . Honour with his Liberty, ha- 

bravely. defended his Veſſel, and firew 4 

ring with ſlaughter d French; till overpower' 
with Numbers, 3 as compell'd to yield, 

Enemies extoll his Che, and the Greatneſs of his 
Mind, which would net. ſink under the Preſſure of 
this Misfortune. He ſcem'd to have the Command 
of himſelf (which is the moſt Glorious Victory) 
and ſuffer'd not his Free horn Soul to be led Cap- 
tive by his Paſſions; but behaved himſelf with ſuch 
an even Temper, as placed him above the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Subject of 


their Emulation, He is brought to the Court, 


where he is entertain'd as a Gueſt, rather than as a 
"Ws: | Priſoner ; 


fill'd Salles with Slaves: Now he himſelf is became 2 


| 
| 
| 
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Priſoner: Being invited to their Banquets, Maſks» 
Plays, and other Divertiſements. Neither is He 
debarr'd the Privilege of Huntin 


5 2 which night give 
im the faireſt Opportunity to eſcape. But he is i 
norant of the Language of this Country ; and — 


of the French underſtand . Moreſco : So that it is al- 
moſt impoſible for him to make « Party, or conſult 
his Flight, unleſs the King's Interpreter ſhould aſiſt 
him. „the - French have a higher Opinion of 
his Generoſity, than to apprehend ſuch an ungrateful 
Return of the Royal Uſage he finds in this Court. 
As for Mabmut, He not yet made mimſelf 
known to this Brave ire Bat if the Minifters 
of the Divan ſhould think it the Intareſt or Honour 
of the Sublime Porte to engage in this Aﬀair, I want 
MS to ſet Ms ſafe aſhore in 
>. 


22 without an Order from my Superior. 
When their Pleafure is once known, the Execution 
ſhall be ſwiſt. I wait for thy Commands, as ſor a 
Decree of , which cannet be repealed. 
"The GOD ef our Fathers, who multiply'd the 
ror 4 4 4 tg the Graſs of —93* and gave 

| Soverei over many Nations, , 
re Fo aA ee ee 
fal, may always take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance 
the Intereſt of the Mufflilman Empire. 

Paris, 14th of 'the 34 Moor, | 

of the Year 1666. 


LETTER 
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75 Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Sale. 
T is no longer a Captive, but a Cue 


rer: His firſt Appearance before the Ladies 

this Court was an Equivalent to his Ranſom. He 

s ang 11 Service by his Chains, than 
rang d the Seas. His may do more 
— in * rs than all as Ships of War; 
ſince it hath already created ſuch Rivalſhips and Fas- 
tions among the Fair Sex. as engages the French : 
Gallants on many unhappy Rencounters; and in a 
little Time, it will be difficult for the Intereſted - 
Sparks to meet and with unſheath'd Swords, 
Labels and Panegyri 
Wits ; while one flatters, the other lampoons the 
amorous Females; and Mirammud, the ious 
Slave, is all the Talk. In a Word, he finds Royal 
Uſage, having the Liberty of the Cour? ; and all are 
3 9 Deportment, and undiſguis d 
tion. Every One affects his Company, and 
he has the Fate of Princes, Nener to be alone. His 
Skill in Riding and Throwing the Lance, has in- 
flamed the N 


ſon of this Age. 
Can't Thou now repine at thy Son's Glorious 


Thraldom ? A — chat loads him with ſo 
many. Honours ? T ys his Cenquerors at his 
Fa and ſubdues all Hearts to his — Per- 
foction ? His Followers find Friendſhi 

the I»/idels for his Sake: Twere to be wiſh d, „Thu | 
equal Humanity were ſhew'd to the Chriſtian Slaves 
in Barbary, I tell thee, thy >on is ſo admir'd and 


lor d, that all thy Treaſure cannot redeam him. The 


Ls | French 


divide the Studies of the 


e Youth with Martial Emulations. . 
They eſteem Mirammad the moſt accompliſh'd Per- 


— — ' 
— — — — : — . 
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French are generous, and ſcorn to ſell the Brave for 
Gold. They will ſo6ner' give thee thy Son again, 
expecting from his Gratitude a Recompence ſurpaſ- 
ling the Value of Money; that is, an inviolable,ob-, 
ſerving the Conditions of Peace, which, they ſay 
| | Thou haſt ſo often broke. Thy Ambaſſadors are ex- 
| ed here, to conſummate a laſting Friendſhip, 
| that is done, Thou wile quickly ſee thy San 
| return, attended by a numerous Train of French 


— 


| who have vow'd to follow his Fortune through the 
| World, fo long as he draws not his'Cymetar againſt 
: their King. S YU ena Or e 
I have diſpateb'd an Accont of this Adventure 
to the Kaimacham, that ſo the Sublime Port, which 
gives the Law to all the Ving of Earth, may inte- 
reſt itſelf on thy Behalf. The French ſeem to have a 
profound At ach to the Oftomam Empire: Whether it 
proceeds not more from Fear, and the Principles, of 
Policy, than from any real Love to the Maſſulmant, 
I will not determine. They ſpeak reverenlty of 
the Grand Signion, covet his Friendſhip, and applaud 
the Victorious Enterprizes of the True Bilicvert. 
Indeed, they are naturally a Martial People, and 
honour all Men of Brave Spirits and Daring Reſolu- 
tions. They have this particular Reaſon alſo to 
bear Friendfhip to the I¹ible Oſmant, becauſe we 
are almoſt contiaually in Wars with the Houſe of 
Auſtria, the old Enemy of France. The Germans 
are wont to ſay, That the Dragon's Head and Tai! 
ate in Conjunction, when the Tur and French in- 
vade their Empire at the ſame Time. Theſe are num- 
ber d amongſt the Conflellations by Aſtralage , to 
which the Germans alluds in this Proverb; being 
ever jealous of ſome private Treaty between the Su- 
tan and the French Court. 821 
' GOD, who is the Wiſeſt of the Wiſeſt, inſtruct 
thee to adjuſt thy Difference happily with this noble 
N | YT £2 Us Nation; ! 


— 
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Nations, that ſo thou may ſt lee th Son - in 
Peace at Salle. 4 F pain | 


— 


Paris, 1 h of the ad M. 
| f 166k 50 . 


2 . \ , * 
mY 2 ä — 9 — 


LETTER VII 


— — 4 


7 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, M after bf | 


fIbe Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


PON my Word, thy Letter ems in a critical 
Hour, te 99 — for aught I know, more 
Mi Michief than co ald have been repair'd again, all — 
Days of my Life. I have but juſt taken my 
from it, and ſet Pen to Paper, to expreſs my Thanks 
to thee for the Care thou tał ſt of thy thy exil 7 Brother; 
for the. Poſt goss this Night, and I have appointed to 
meet Eliachim the Few with ſome Armenians within 
theſe few Minutes. -It had been an — 
Meeting for me, had not thy Diſpatch came ſo 
portunely to, give me warning of our Couſin 8 
man's Perfidy : For theſe Furr Caps are his Spies 


and Confidants. The back Blows of Tagot, e er. 
hat 


and the Great Devil, be upon him — tnem 
have I done to that — Villaia, to merit ſuch 
ill Offices from him ? But upon thee be the Mercies 
of GOD, the Favours. of his Pr 3 and the Bene - 
dictious of all good Men and Anz : For thou art 
to me as one of the Watches a _ more than a 
Brother: Thou art the Turelar Guide of my Lite, my 

ood Damon in Time of Danger: 

We had deſign'd this Evening for a private Bun- 
quet of Wine, which, thou knoweſt, dilates the 
lies, of Mortals, — Secrets, and makes the 


moſt 


— — — — nd 
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moſt referv'd Man in the World too talkative and 
open. 
Ik Guard upon my Tongue, 
haps as another; bx GOD knows hon far I 10 
have u ompany, to it 
ee e cs Biene For theke Fellows 
r 
appear as innocent as Santonu, fincere 
bees Taler Nied as the —— of the Serail. E 
* out of 
E _ ſucceflively, e = 
came 57 de, Paris as Merchants; and no 
8 t Solyman had given em Inſtructions how to 
infinuate into Eliacbim s Arquaintance, and fo by 
rees into mine. For that honeſt Jew trades 
of all Nations and Characters. | 
However it be, 1 — — ——— — 
thou inſerted d in thy * Tyr 
C — oven els. But f 
to be even with them, — defoe they 
dream of it, 
In che — yeay kbartily, That if ever it 
— be thy Misfortune to be inthe. like Peril; De- 
iny or Chance, Providence or Fate may raiſe ſome 
ä Canton; and, That chou may ſt 
_— with the unhappy C veglect to ad it in 


I'm to enccunter theſe Giafors,; ; perhaps 
8 If not, II 
22 ader the Pro 
7 may So u — 
5 


Paris, 11 of eh th Moon, - 
of the whe Yew 1606, * 
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LETTER IX. 
20 Dgnet Oglou. 


0 whom neee >) Addl, 
but to my e 


baraſs'd within theſe two Manns, than all 


the former Courſe of my Life. Troubles of divers 


SI 7 — in upon me. : vow like wig hp 
Mark, whereat ev Species fortune, Iike a 
Keüful Archer, ditefts the fatal Amows of its Ma- 
lice. I am near overwhelm'd with Calamities. Hea- 
ven and Earth are ſet againſt 
ments conſpire my Ruin. Yet no Perſecution ap- 


82 chat of Man, nor any Affliction 


poignant as that which proceeds from the I 
Perions 


titude and Perfidy of my own Countrymen, 
related to me by Blood. 


Ae and much Sickneſs have. confin'd me to 
Bed for: confiderable Time, which is no ſmall Al- 
loy to Human H 
fetly miſerable, th 


Mimniflers of the Porte. ue 


7 


me; and all the Ele- 


angry wick me for being Ol and Infirm, and for 
not continuing to ſerve. the Grand Sigmar with the 
ſame Vigour and Strength as formerly: Elſe what. 
mean the frequent Reproaches they ſead me, whilſt 


Jam not ina Condition to anſwer them, or make 
an A for my ſelf ? Would they have me Im- 
mortal, Proof againſt the Strokes of Deſtiny: 
and Death, which thou know'ſt are unavoidable ? 
When I was in my Prime, — Of OY 
they en me with the fai | 

iſes in the World, telling me I ſhould never want 
for Money, or the Protection of the Grand Signiar. 
Vet even then, I receiv'd not my Penſion witho. | 


Murmurs, and obſcure Menaces. So hard a Thing, 


it is for Courtiers to be touch'd with any Man's 
Neceſ- 


an. 
Pro- 
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Neceflities. But now they threaten openly to ſtop all 


- farther Supplies, unleſs I will grow young again, and 
do Buſineſs as briſkly as when I'd number'd but 
Thirty Summers. Thus they ſerve poor Mahmut, 
as we uſe Oranges and Lemons, whoſe vital Spirit, 
when we have ſuck'd out, we throw the reſt away as 
unprofitable. Yet not one of them will contribute 
in the. leaſt to my Recovery. Only the generous 
Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, hearing of my Ma- 
lady, fent me a ſtrange Chymica/ Liquor, with the 
celebrated Confection El Ruxi, ſome Bezoor, and the 
moſt precious Balm of Gilead; all prepar'd to m 
Hand, with Directions, and ſeal d wich an Auttertick 
Signet. | hee e eee . 
Theſe indeed had a marvellous Operation on me. 
I tried them but Yeſterday, and find myſelf ſuddenly 
reſtor'd to ſome Degrees of Health, as by a Miracle. 
| Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for that excellent 
Phyfician, with-the Confidence I repoſe in his Skill 
and Judgment, tas had ſome Influence on me, or 
what eel know not ; (yet we uſed to obſerve, That 
the Patient's good Opinion of his Phyſician, is half a 
Cure: ) However, thoſe Soverign Medicines have 
infpired me with a new Energy And had I not 
other Afflictions to break my Heart, I could almoſt 
promiſe myſelf to reach the Age of Mor. But my 
unfortunate Stars will have it otherwiſe, and I am re- 
ſign d to 0 r e e 75 

Thou know'tt my Coufin Solyman, the Turbant- 
Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and 
Fortune; what an unſettled Man he has been in 
the whole Courfe of his Life ; that no Employ- 
ment could ever pleaſe him, nor he be long fix d 
in any Place. How he has rambled from Conſtan- 
| tinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, &c. 
always murmuring againſt Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard Fate, in that he was not bred a 
-  Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing — 
* > is bbs t 6 a W 
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what he really is. Thou art acquainted alſo with 


ſome of his religious Caprices, how he is addict- 
ed to doing the Book, making the tripple Knot, 


and to a Thouſand: other : fooliſh Superſtitions ; by 
which,” whilft he aſpires at the C r of a Sage, 
or a cunn?ng Man, he renders himſelf more con- 
temptible than an Idiot, forfeiting the Eſteem of 
all Wiſe and Good Men, for the Sake of a little 


Fame, and ndiſy Character among the empty, giddy 
Molotude / ra ? ? rn 3 | 
But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his ſecret Malice, and the Rancour with which he 
perſecuted me, his poor exil'd Uncle. I myſelf was 


deceiv'd by the ſubtil Apology he made ſome Years 


ago, for the Slander his Tongue had utter d; when 
he transferr'd all the Guilt of that Injury on $hafbim 
Iſibam, the Black Eunuch, and Ichingi Cap Oglani, 
aſter of the Pages. But now I'm convine'd he is 
a Traytor, a Villain, and a Fellow void of Faith 
and Honeſty. - - + - | wh 


I receiv'd a Letter from kin within theſe Seven 


Days, full of tender and inſinuating Expreſſions, 
thanking me for all the good Offices I had done 


bim, and for my ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeveral Caſes: 


Profeſſing alſo at the ſame Time an inviolable 
Friendſhip, and, That he would make it his Study 
to do me ſome effectual Service. Vet the next 
Poſt brought me a Diſpatch from my Brother Pe- 


feli Hali, wherein he bids me beware of Solyman; 
affuring me, That he had good Reaſon to ſuſpect 


that Couſin of mine had ſome ill Deſign upon 
me. This is certain, ſays my Brother, So/yman 
boaſts of his Familiars, not without ſome Inſult, 


that there is not a Word- or Adtion eſcapes his 


Uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is toon inform'd of 


it at Conflantinople, And that which confirms me 
in the ſame Jealouſy with Peſteli is, That he inſerts 
in his Letter to me ſome Paſſages and Diſcourſes 
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Verkatims, which I muſt needs own to have been be- 
tween-me and £/iachin the Few, — ns: 
Armenian Merchants, in dur moſt private 

at. Ejachim's Houſe, or my Chamber. — 2 
— — ſome of Saga malt” intimate om 


Whas can 1 make of an — that theſe 4. 
mean are of Solymas's Council, his roy om his 
kc ts —_— Ker — 
at Paris, that perfidious Wretch has engaged to — 
into my Secrets, to give him à conſtant Account of 
what Diſcoveries they make, and if poſſible, to tre- 

pan ane into ſome irrecoverable Error in my Conduct, 
— finally ruin me. 

O Maboner! What is become of the — 
due 10 thy Secreu Name, to thy Law, and to che 
Baal penn d in Heawen ? Where is the Ma _ 
Faith and ? The Religious 
Friendſlup, wi which our Fathers 
another in the Service of God, 2 e 
Belisuers But there is no 2 
Faith and Piety on this Account: Human Nature it 
ſelf is —— for the Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of 
pv 0p He no longer deſerves the CharaQer 

a Man. I adviſe thee to ſhun his Company as 4 


Peſt, a walking C among Mortals. 
In a Word, dear. | borate Thes aul — 
ourſelves to be-carri a vain Pity or Ten- 


derneſs for any Man, che the be the Son of a Mo- 
thor's Siſter, fince there is. no Truſt in Fleſh and 
Blood: But let us learn the Maxims of French U 
dem, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of 
— ſmiling at the . 


aris, Ge 6th 
abe 
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LET YE . 

Je Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 

taty of the Ottoman Empire. 

Bala the general Character of Countries, 

and the People inhabiting there, it is neceſſary 

or 


thee to be informed of particular Emergencies, 
and ſuch Events as deſerve a Place in the Eternal Re- 


cords of the Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Laſt - 


in the World; that ſo the Miniſters of the Aug 
Divan, the deſtin'd Arbitrator: of the Univerſe, 
Judges of all Hamam Afuirs, and Counſellors of the 
Great Sultan, may im the Sacred Code, as ina Mirror, 
behold whatever happens in the diftant Climate, 
worthy of Remark. "TIS? "Te 

After the Salutations, therefore, proceedin 

— Low Tha | Par P. 
now, a 7 
made a fatal Decimation in the Exgii Terri 
tories, ef ly in London, the Capital City to that 
Aan, where above a Hundred Thouſand firuck 
with Iwinrcible Darts from GOD, went of the 
— Human Life, in leſi than Six Moons Revo- 
ton. | i 
The dire Contagi ad farther 
through the adjacent — b bn. ps reach d the 


| 


moſt remote and ſolitary Corners of the Land; 


Death ſet his Standard u laimi War 
againſt the Inhabitants 1 dying Troops of 
mortal Plagues, he ravag'd over the Iſle, filling all 
Parts with doleful Cries and Lamentations : | 
Cemeteries were not large enough to hold the Car- 
ca ſſes of ſuch as fell before the dreadful Congueror : 


But open Fields were turn'd to Sepulchres, and- | 


cramm'd 
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cramm'd with - up of Human Race: An univerſal 


Deſolation reign d: Death celebrated cruel Triumphs 
every where. 
Such as to Arolagy and hidden Sciences, 


will have this to be an Effect of the late Comet which 
appear d at the End of the Vear 1664, whilſt others 
attribute it to nearer Natural Cauſes; and ſome con- 
clude it is a Judgment ſent from Heaven on that Re- 
bellious People, who a few Years before had involy d 
the Nation in a Civil War, and barbarouſly maſſacred 
the King. GOD only knows the Truth that is con- 
ceal'd from Man. 
Thou may ſt Regiſter, alſo, That the Ogeen- 
Mether of France is newly dead, and the Crook- 
back d Prince of Conti. On which Account, this 
Court is now in Mourning, and the Churches hung 
with Black, which melancholy Bells perpetually 
invite the Living to pray for the deceaſed . Royal 
Souls; and ball d Organ · pipes breathe out 
;nceflant doleful Afi pions: ſounding like inarti - 
culate Prayers, and — Sighs for te Departed. 
In this the Nazarenes: appr near to the Faith 
of True Believers. They give Alms alſo, as we 
do, and ſettle Stip on certain Prieſis and Der- 
viches, to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead: 
which is an — $i n, That they have H 
of Immortality, and look for the Reſurrection. 
Doubtleſs, there's ſomething Good at the Bottom 
of all Religions, though it 15 be overtaid with Errors 
and 88 | | 
- GOD direct us through the. Meanders, which 


Human Prailty involves us in; and grant every 
Muſſulman a particular Charts and Compaſs, where- 
by to ſteer his Courie through the uncertain Tracks of 
mortal Life; that He may at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. 
Kale we ſhall never find the n thither by 1 
es. | { eu 
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Illuſtrious Hamer, I pray that Thou and I may at 
a deſtin'd Hour encounter one another in the Walks 
of Eden, there to converſe under Immortal Shades, 
near to ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs Wine or 
Water ; to revolve our paſt Fatigues on Earth, and to 
careſs ourſelves in the Security of endleſs Bliſs. 


, Paris, 1 fth of the ch Moon, ” 
of the Laa 1666. 1 


* 1 — — * * 1 


7 Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew, at 
el. Vienna. d 5H 


HOU and thy feign'd Me/ias be damn d toge- 

1 ther for Company! Mult be baulke'd of h 
Money for the Sake of your new Superſtition 7 How 
mT M:/fias's have ye had, Twenty Five at leaſt, 
beſides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg d and 
bleſs d for Ever? Muſt all the World be bubbled to 
Eternity by the Fables of your Natien.? Curſe upon 
your Rabꝭi i and Cochamt, thoſe Pimps to the more 
religious Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I rook 
thee for another Manner of Man. . However, if thou 
art a ſworn Servant to Sabbati Sevi the new Sbam- 
King of the Jews, I have nothing to ſay to it: Do 
as ; bac wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet ſo far as to 
tell thee, thou wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, 
with the reſt of the Fools, thy bigotted Brethren. 
Let what will be, it behoves thee as an honeſt Man, 
to . tranſmit the Bills that are entruſted to thee. 
Whether Sabbati Sevi, Bin Joſeph, or Ben David be 
the Name of your expected M:/ias, I My 
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have Be, Sadzi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 
ful, and the few others that are entruſted with the 
Sublime A fairs: And let all the reſt of the Common 
Fees go to Gebenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, which 

ou ae But I would fain have thee in the Num- 
— of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Paradiſes. 
Some of thy Letters have —_— me to hope 
for this, but thy laſt makes me almoſt deſpair. of 
ſeeing thee happy either in Thi; World or the Next : 
For, thou writeſt like one in a Frenzy, raving on 
Chimera's of ſtrange Honour, Glory, and Power. 
which thou ſhalt ſhortly enjoy in the Kingdom of 
thy Fantaſtick Maus; thou art already aPrince in 
thy own Conceit. 

For God's Sake, Narban, wean thy felf from 
theſe Religious Fondneſſes: Awaken thy Reaſon, 
which is the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Man. 
Examine the Grounds of this new Delufion ; ſearch 
into the Birth and Origin of Sabbari Sewr, and thou 
wilt find him to deſcend of an obſcure and baſe Pa- 

3 his Father being but à Kind of Mungrel 

w, and by Profeſſion àn Uſurer, which is forbid 

the written Law of Maſer, and in the Grea? A. 
corum it is accounted Execrable : His Mother a Wo- 
man of the Curds, ſuſpected for a Witch, in regard 
moſt of that Infidel Nation practice Magick Arts, 
and Diabolical Charms. And 'tis not altopether' 
improbable, That your counterfeit Mrſſias was edu- 
cated privately by her in the ſame Studies, whence he 
learn'd the Methods of Enchantments, and Illufions; 
to deceive the Senſes, and impoſe on the Reaſon of 
can tell thee of a Truth, That there are more 
Byes on him and his Actions, than he is aware of; 
and I myſelf, at this Diſtance have receiv'd a par- 
ticular Relation of his Life, from ſuch as knew him 
a Youth at S-yrv=, the Place of his Nativity. He 
is accuſed of many Vices and Extravagancies _ 


Vol. VI. 4 Sev at PARIS. 237 
bis early Vears. His Converſation was wild and diſ- 
ſolute, beings noted Inamorato or Stallion over all 
8 In Lond 
was nagogue; A d from 
na, * mut — of the Muſulman Cadi, 
and your own Rulers. Me was alſo excommunicated 
by the Ra/b:'s as a Heretick, for broaching certain 
Doctrines repugnant to your Law, and the 
Faith of the e244. All whick cannot but be pre- 
vailing Recommendations of him to the Office of 
Matias, or King of Jac. | | 
From thence he rambled up and down the Mr. 
and other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memorial 
of Infamy, wherever he ſet his Foot: Continually 
Marrying and Divorcing of Wives, Debauching of 
Virgins, and frequenting the Company of Harlots, 
till thoſe Countries grew weary of = and threat. 
ned to chaſtiſe his Wick edneſs. Then he paſs'd-over 
into Syria and Paleſine, beginning to ſet. up for, a 
Reformer of your Law, and at Fera/alem openly 
profefiing himſelf to be a Meias ; whereby he drew 
a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People after him. 
But as for the Seniors and Governors, they have re 
jected him as an Impoſtor. ow 
Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 
as he call'd himſelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
— to be the Mefjas in the Days of Adrian, 
mperor of the Raman; reflect on the Calamities 
which overwhelm'd him and his Followers, to the 
Number of Four Hundred 'Thouſand cus; who 


all fell, with their e Prepbet, Sacriſices to the 


juſt Revenge and Fury of that iacens d Monarch: For 
they had impudently boaſted, That by ſuch a prefix d 
Time, He ſhould be taken Captive, and depos d 
from his Throne by the M. at, who ſhould aſſume 
the Imperial Dignity, and all the World ſhould 
1 him. But, when thoſe who ſurvivd tha 
laughter of their Brethren, reflected on the Wi 
| c 


* 
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7 


thor of ſo Tragical a a they chang d his 
Name in Contempt and Hatred, calling him no lon- 
ger Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cuxiba, 
the Son of a Lye, a Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of 


_ he Brethren. 


Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, to have 
no better Opinion of Sabbati Sevi, ſince he is reject- 
ed by the wiſer Sort of Jus, and has not perform'd 
One Miracle in Confirmation of his pretended M. 
at. ſbip. Neither has any uncommon or przter-natu- 
ral Appearance happen d before or ſince he aſſum d 
this Dignity. Whereas, all your Rabbi's teach, That 
no leſs then Ten Eminent and Remarkable 17 
ſhall precede the Coming of your M-/ias. And I 
remember, Thou thyſelf, about Ten Years ago, ſent- 
eſt me a Letter much to the ſame Effect, telling me, 
That certain monſtrous Sorts of Men ſhould come 
from the End of the Earth, whoſe Eyes ſhall be as 
venomous as Befi/iſes ; with a great many other Sto- 
ries of like Nature, 
Haſt thou forgot this Nathan, or art thou fo far 
" infatuated with the bold Impoſtures of this impu - 
dent Deceiver, as for his Sake, to deny thy former 
Faith, reverſe thy own Sentiments, and diſannul 
the Traditions of thy Doctors? For ſhame rouzg 
up thy intellectual Faculties, and ſuffer not thy 
Reaſen to be lull'd aſleep by the preſtigious Um- 
1 — and Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a Wizard, a 
t. ( l " : 
Hlave but Patienec, at leaſt, till Thou ſee thoſe 
Signs accompliſh'd which are to uſher in your M/ 
flat, before Thou give up thyſelf to ſo dangerous a 
Credulity. Let the Sun firſt emit thoſe Peſtilential 
Vapours, which ſhall kill. a Million of the Kophrim, 
or Infidels, every Day, as your Traditions threaten. 
Let that Luminary be alſo totally Eclips'd for the 
Space of Thirty Days. In a Word, Let all the 
other Prodigies come to paſs, which Thou thy = 
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didſt once ſo onately believe: And then I pro- | 
-miſe thee, on the Word of a-Mz/u/man, That I will 
be thy Proſelyte, and embrace Law, and adore 
thy Meta; on the Condition, That otherwiſe Thou 
wilt be my Convert, believe the Alcoran, and obey 
. Seal of the 
ro CT. f f 


Paris, *11th of be qth Moon, 
of thy Tat 166, 


—ͤ—— — 


CF 


— — — 
L E 1 XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


AM afraid the Divan will be obliged to ſend 
another Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place of 
athan Pen Saddi, who is running mad after the new 

Meer of the Jews. Their is no Doubt but Thou 
and the other Happy Miniſters, reſiding at the Au 
Port have heard of a certain [mpoftor at Smyrna, hy 
Name Sabbati Sai, of Hebrew Race, who calls him- 
ſelf The only Brgotten Sen of GOD, Mefhas, and Re- 
deemer of load ; and what Multitades of doti 
- eredulous Jau he draws after him. So that there 1s 
a Schiſin broke out between them, and they are di- 
vided into Two contrary Factions, both in Smyrna, 
and all over. the Levant. It is impoſſible that theſe 
Things. ſhould be, conceal'd from the Reſplendent Seat 
of Fame, ſince they have reach'd even our Ears, who 
dwell at this Diſtance : Nay, there is hardly a Pro- 
Vince or City in «ll de, We, which has not receiv'd 
Intelligence of ſo zemarkable a Novelty. | 
I have receiv'd a Diſpatch from Zeidi Alamanti at 
Venice, wherein he informs me, That all the Jeaus of 
Ataly are freparing to viſit the Hey Lan and to oo 


* 
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the Face of thei „ who t 
ace r long ore who they 


now believe is really come on nd. is that 
Sabbati Sui, at Smyrna. They are fettling their 
Affairs as faſt as they can, acquitting themſelves from 
all worldly Engagements; and thoſe who are devout, 
give themſelves up to Prayer and Mortifications ; 
whilſt others ſpend their Time in Feaſting, Dancing. 
and all Manner of Mirth. He ſays, ſome of 
them will fit or ſtand vp to their Noſe in Water, for 
Four and Twenty Hours together. And this they 
do in Imitation of Adam's Penance, according to 
their Traditions: For they are taught, That the Fr 
Father of Mortals, after he was baniſh d from Para- 
diſ as a Puniſhment for his Sin, ſtood a Hundred 
and Thirty Years together in Water thus reaching up 
to his Noſtfils. je Highs | 

Others of theſe ſuperſtitious People will fit naked 
many Hours together on a Heap of Pi/mires, till 
they're almoſt ſtung to Deaty. A Third Sort di 
their own Graves, and going down into them, cauſe 
themſeves te be cover'd all over with Earth, except 
only their Faces ; and in this Condition they will he 
til] they are almoſt famiſh'd. 8 | 

In the mean while, they ſend Circular Letters from 
all Parts, congratulating each others approaching 
© Happineſs and Deliverance Tom the Opprefſions of 
the Gentiles: For they ſo term all that are not of 
their own Nation. And in theſe mutual Addreſſes, 
nx fail not to prophecy, That their Me/7as ſhall, in 
ſuch a Moon, go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 
tfnaeliter, and Lord of the C/i/dren of þ and 

dom; (fo they blaſpheme our Glorious Sultan ) 
'That He ſhall depoſe him from his Throne, and lead 
him away Captive; after which he ſhall have the Do- 
minions of the whole Earth laid at his Feet. 

With ſuch Kind of wild Stuff, do theſe deluded 
People flatter one another and themſelves, as if in 


a little Time they were to be Lords of all Things. bo 


: 
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that no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 
them; an univerſal. Stop is put to all Buſineſs, it 
being eſteem'd an inexpiable Sin, to follow their 
Trades in the Days of the M:/Jas, who is to enrich 
them with Wealth of all Nations. 

Strange Rumours are ſpread abroad of the Return 
of the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbation, who were 
carried away Captives by Salmanaſſar, King of - 
ria, and were never heard of ſince, till now they diſ- 
courſe of their being encamp'd in the Dęſart of Mount 
Sinai, in their March to the Holy Land. Tis re- 
ported alſo, That a mighty Fleet of Ships were ſeen 
at Sea, whoſe Sails were of Saitin, and their Stream 
ers bore the Figure of a Loin, with this Inſcription, 
The Lyon of the Tribes of Judah. 

The Chriftians ſeem'd aſtoniſſi d at theſe Things, 
yet ſome look on them only as Dreams. As for ho- 
neſt Eliachim here, he is no more mov'd at theſe 
Things than I ; only he laughs at the Folly of the 
credulous World, and curſes the Jews, for bringing 
ſuch Contempt on themſelves and their Poſterity, But 
Nathan is like one Hag-ridden, or defil'd by the La- 
mie of the Night. He has loſt all Reaſon, and 'twill 
be noleſs than a Miracle that muſt reſtore it again. 

Sage Minifter, Whilſt theſe execrable People thus 
-loſe themſelves, for the Sake of their counterfeit Me/- 
fias, let us continue to Honour the True One, even 
Jeſus the Son of Mary, who is now in Paradiſe, and 
our Moly Prophet with him. | 


Paris, 21ſt of the qth Moon. 
of the Tear 1666. 
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2 Murat, Baſſa. 


HIS has been a confiderable Year of Actions 

and Events. At the Beginning of it, I ſent 
to che Porte an Account of the Death of the Qucen- 
Mother of France, and of the Prince of Conti; now 
I will farther inform thee of a War that is broke out 
between this Crown, and that of Exg/azd. The Oc- 
caſion of it was this: The Engliꝶ and the Hollanders 
trafficking in America, had had ſome Miſunderſtand- 
ings and Feuds, about the Limits of their ſeveral 
Conqueſts in thoſe remore Parts of the World. The 
Heollunders being the ſtrongeſt, did many Injuries 
to their Neighbours the 5 gli. and domineer'd 
over them as their Lords. I he Exgliꝶ reſenting this 
very heinouſly, and giown weary of their Oppreſ- 
ſions, ſent Complaints to their King. He, to re- 
dreſs his Subjects, order'd his 'Refident at the Hague, 
to demand Satisfaction of the States. They refus d 
to do him that juſtice; upon which he, was reſolved 
to have Recourſe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 
claim'd War againſt Holland, making all neceſſary 
'Preparations to carry it on. The ſame did his Ad- 
verſaries. The French King, in the mean Time, was 
oblig'd by a Treaty with the Ho//ander s concluded 
in the Year 1662, to eſpouſe their Quarrels ; yet, 
that he might not break with England raſhly, he 
firſt ſent an Ambaſſador to that Court, to mediate a 
Peace. But that proving ineffectual, he proclaim'd 
War againſt that Nation, and commanded the Eng- 
liſh Ambaſſador to depart his Kingdom. The Duke 
of Beauford, who is Aamiral at Sea, was order'd to 
equip a gallant Fleet, and join the Dutch Naay ; 
which he perform'd with all imaginable — 
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and Expedition, There have been two Combats be- 
tween theſe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch 
had the worſt of it: Neither did the French eſcape 
without ſome Loſs, having Two of their | ap 
Ships ſeverely ſhatter'd, and a Third taken by the 
Engliſh. 

The Plague ſtill rages in Fxgland, and has almoſt 
depopulated whole Provinces. Whilſt a milder Death 
has robb'd France of one of her teſt Heroes : 
The Count 4 Harcourt, of whom I have often made 
mention, is gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to 
his Valour and Fortune in another World. 

The Emperor of Gim has at laſt marricd the 
Infanta of Spain, after Abundance of Demurs and 
Heſitations about that Pulineſs Theſe Nazerenes 
can do Nothing with Expedi ion. The Spiritual 
Courts, as they call them, have more Tricks and 
cramp Words to amuſe People with, than an Indian 
Mountebank, or Jugler. Neither are Sovereign Prin- 
ces more exempt Hows their Juriſdiction, than the 
meaneſt of their Subjects: Eſpecially the Court of 
Rome can make or annull Marriages at Pleaſure, 
And they are ſure to be Excommunicated, who re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to their Orders. This Holy Court 
can alſo bind or releaſe Sins, open or ſhut the Gatcs 
of Paradiſe, make a Devil a Saint, or a Saint a De- 
dil. Ina Word, They can do every Thing, if there 
be Gold in the Caſe. But if that be wanting, they 
can do nothing but ſhrug their Shoulders. 

Thou may ſt alſo inform the Diver, That the 
French King has given Permiſſion to ſome of his 
Subjects, to undertake the Conqueſt in America, and 
eſtabliſh a Commerce in that Part of the World. 
Many Veſſels are equipped, in order to this Expe- 

dition, and they that are concern'd in the Voyage, 
are as merry as Jaſon and his Argonauts, when they 
were perparing to fetch the Golden Fleece from 
Colchos., That Weftern Continent affords immenſe 
M 2 . Riches, 
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Riches, and tempts all the Nations in Europe, to make 
an Experiment of their Fortune, in gaining one Part 
of it or other. Twere to be wiſh'd, it lay nearer to 
the Ottoman re. No Record can diſcover the 
Origin, of the Inhalitants. Vet moſt Authors con- 
jecture, they they paſs d over from the North-Eaſt 
Parts of Aa, where the Streights of Anian are ver 
norrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men to cl 
N new Adventures. Beſides, by their being Cannibali, 
it appears very probable, that either they deſcended 
from the Tartars, or the Tarters from them. GOD 
alone knows how to adjuſt the Difference, and reveal 
the Secrets of Hiſtory. | 
Brave Ba//a, Tis no Matter from what Stock we 
are deſcended, ſo long as we have Virtue ;' for that 
alone is the only true Nobilty. GOD regale thee 
with his Favours. | 


Paris, 30th of the gth Moon, 
of the M4 1566 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 


the Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of 
the Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 


T7 HEN I hear of thy Proſperity, my Heart 
1s dilated, like his who found hidden 
Wealth. Yet, I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the 
Old Man, thy Predeceſſor: But we muſt not 
cenſure the Conduct of our Superiors. The Ju- 
ſtice of their Actions is not to be call'd in Que- 
ſtion, The Sultan cannot err. This is an eſta- 
bliſh Maxim in all Monarchies, eſpecially, in that 
Part of the Renowned O/mans. 

As for what relates to thee in this new Advance 
thou haſt made ; thy own Experience acquir'd by 
many Years Travel and Obſervation in Foreign 
Countries, added to the Knowledge thou haſt in 
the Laws, Diſcipline, and Cuſtoms of thy own, 
will be a ſufficient Guide to conduct thee in the 
Management of thy Buſineſs. Yet deſpiſe not the 
Counſel of others. A Man is never nearer to Ruin, 
than when he truſts too mach to his own Wiſdom. 

Thcrefore the greateſt Emperors undertake Nothing 
of Moment ralbly, or without Advice. Temerity 
often blaſts the faireſt Deſigns. 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear 
of a Tragical Event that has late happen'd to 
Rezan, a great City in Raa, by the Blowing up 
of the Magazine. This Gun-powder does more 
Miſchief than Good in the World. The An- 
cients fought as ſucceſsfully, with Pows and Ar- 


rows, Swords and Spears, and other Inſtruments of 


* 
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War, without running the Hazard of Blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air, in Time of Peace. And 
they could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even 
thoſe ſituated on Rocks, withodt the Help of this 
Infernal Duſt. Nature taught em to be induſtrious, 
in defeating their Enemies, and they ſpar'd no La- 
bour to gain the Victory. Our Fore-fathers were 
hardy and flrong, patient of Toils and Fatigues : 
They cut their M ays into Mountains of Stone, if any 
Place of Strength were built on it, which they had 
Occaſion to beſiege. And as they hew'd away that 
Part of the Rock which ſupported the Walls, they 
underprop'd the Foundation with Wooden Pillars, 
And when they had finiſh'd their Mines, they ſet 
Fire to certain combuſtible Matter, which conſuming 
theſe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reſted on 
them * down, and left the Fortreſs naked and 
open to the Beſiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of Regan, 
if their City had been only thus gently diſmanth.d 
by ſome Enemy, againſt whom they might have at- 
terwards imployed their Courage, to defend them- 
ſelves, or make Compoſition But, poor unfortu- 
nate People, they have felt a ruder Shock, an unmer- 
ciful Blow of Fate, in their City being in a Minute's 
1 ime, without the leaſt Warning, Storm'd, Plunder'd, 
and laid in a Heap, by an Enemy which gives no 
Quar der. 5 

This Accident happen'd on the I 5th of the laſt 
Moon, about the Hour of Vanamiſi. There were 
Yive Hundred Barrels of Fowder in the Magazine; 
and the Force of the Blow was ſo violent, that, 
beſides the Deſtruction of the City, or at leaſt, 
the beſt Part of it, all che neighbouring Villages 
round about it, felt its fatal Effects, ſome of their 
Houſes ſhaking as in an Earthquake, others falling 
to Ficces. 1 


Aſſuredly, 


7 


* 
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Aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe Infidels, 
and turns the very Inſtruments of their Defence 
and Safty into Scourges for their Chaſtiſement. 
I formerly ſent Saleb, the Superintendant, an Ac- 
coun; of the like Misfortune, that befel the City of 
Grawelines in Flanders, and of other terrible Effects 
of the Wrath of Heaven in the Low Countries. One 
Di aſter follows cloſe on the Back of another ; 
yet the I»/idels are inſenſible and ſtupid, as they 
were in the Days of Naah, when the Flood came 
and ſurpiſed all the Inhabitants of the Country, 
That Prophet gave em Warning of the approaching 
Danger. He was three whole Years in cutti 
down Indian Plane-Trees, and preparing Planks, 
Beams, Pins, and other Neceſſaries, and ſeven 
Years more in Building that wonderful Ship. The 
Infidels went by daily, and ſaw him at work; 
but they derided the patient Apeſtle, and taught 
their Children to mock him, ſaying, Where is the 
Water this Ship is t. ſail in? Afﬀter.the Ar was 
finiſhed, it Jay on the Gronnd ſeven Maont, till they 
had thrice ſacrificd ſome of Noah's Followers to 
their Idols. | 

It was perfected in the Moon of Najeb, and in the 
Moon of Saphar was the Decree of the Chaſtiſement 
fign'd, which was ty be executed on all of Mortal 
Race, ſave Noah, and the Fourſcore that were with 
him, wich the two Pairs of every Species, which 
the Fogr Winds, by Ged's Appointment, collected to- 
gether and drove into the 4r4, aud the Body of 
Adam, which was enſtirin d and brought to Noah, by 
Angels out of the Region of Mecca. There was alſo 
Philemon, the Good Prieſt of Egypt, with his whole 
Family. 

Juſt as the determin'd Day and Hour of the 
Flead was come, the Prince of the Country, ſtimula- 
ted by his evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horſe, with 
ſome of his Retinue ; and haviag ſacrificed to 

M 4 their 
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their I, rode toward the Place where Noah and 
tis Company were ſhut up in the Art, with a Deſign 
to burn it to Aſhes. He call'd out aloud fo there 
Prophet with Scoffs, faying, O Noah Where is the 
Water in which this Ship is to fail? It will be with 
you incontinently, replied the Holy Man, before yew 
can remove ycur Station. Come den, then Dotara, 
faid the proud Inhdel, otherwiſe 7 will burn thee 
| and thy Companiers with Fire. O miſerable Mun, 
ſaid Næab, turn to GOD, for his Tudgm-nts are ready 
10 burſt forth on you. | | 
The Prince incenſed at this, commanded his 
Slaves to put Fire to the . But while he was yet 
ſpeaking, he manifeſtly ſaw the Water guſhing out 
on all Hands round about him, and under his Feet. 
Then his Heart was troubled and full of Anguiſh 
and Fear. Ne haſted to ſecure himſelf with his Fa- 
mily and Goods, in the Caſtles which he had build 
on the higheſt Mountains, But alas! The- Earth 
open'd, and broke like a Spider's Web; ſo violent 
was the Force of the Waters which boil'd up every 
where The Clouds pour'd down vaſt Catarafts of 
Rain, mix'd with dreadful and unſupportable Thunder 
and Lightning. That "miſerable © 7-fde/s throng d 
upon one another, Curling and Blaſpheming their 
Gods, who had deluded em. Great was the Con- 
fuſion and Cry every where; for ſuch a Calamity 
had never been known, ſince the Moon, gave her Light. 
If any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot of a 
Mountain, yet he could not Aſcend by Reaſon of 
Stones which fell on his t ead, and Torrents of 
boiling Water that ran down upon him, as if it 
had come out of a Caldron. And ſuppoſe he 
had reach'd the Top, it had been but a ſhort 
Pelay of his Fate: For, in a Word, The Waters 
ſwell d Forty Cubits above the higheſt Mountains, 
and all the Living Generations periſh d. 


Son 
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Son of my Mother, When thou readeſt this Me- 
moir (for it is a Fragment of an ancient Arabick 
ting think on the Day of Judgment, Which 


ſhall ſurprize the World, even as the Deluge did. 
At that Hour, the greateſt Part of Men will not 
dream of any ſuch Things, till they ſee Flames, and 
Rivers of Fire, burſting forth from the Springs and 
Fountains, which before yielded Water, and Show- 
ers of Fire, deſcending from Heaven, inſtead of Rain. 
For the Elements will change their Courſes, to as- 
compliſh the Decrees of him who made them, and 
to conſummate the Revenge of the Omnipotent againſt 
Unmbelievers. | 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
of tee Year 1666 


——_— — ”"_ 4 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Uſeph, Baſſa. 


URELY, the Gods of the Engliſß are angry 

with that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the 
Ne have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Difpatch at 
the Beginning of this Year to Murat, Ba, wherein 
I inform'd him of a deſtructive Plague, raging at 
London, and in other Parts of the Nation. Thai 
Peſti lence continue ſtill, but under different Forms, 
to aſſault the Living, and augment the Number of 
the Dead. 

GOD only knows the Origin of theſe Epiden.i- 
cal -Contagions ; whether they derive their Pedi- 
gree form 7/eawven or Hell; from the Zarth, or 
any other EI ments. Perhaps ſome latent Poitons 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Mortals, and, 
by their ſubtle Energy, {von difipate the vital 
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Flame of Human Bodies, like the infectious Blaſts of 
the Wind E Samicl, in Arabia, which is a Mo- 
| ment's Time, commits a Rape upon the Life of 
4 Travellers, ſcorching their Spirits up, and leaving on 
the Sands, a. black, ſtiff Carcaſe of jelly'd: Fleſh, as 
though they had been Thunder-ftruck. Or, per- 
haps ſome venomous Exhalations from the Mine- 
tal below, tranſpire through Chinks and Crannies 
in the Earth, to plunder wiortals of their Breath, 
like to the fatal Vapours in the Cawe of Death, 
not far from Virgils Grot' in Italy. Or, who can 
tell, but that ſome hidden Meteors above, or ſome 
malignant Stars, may ſend down whole Battalions 
of empoiſon'd Atoms, to invade this Region of Mor- 
talty, and in Death's Name, King of the Worll- 
Invincible, to claim and carry away a certain 
Number of Gs, prick'd down by Deſtiny, a Tri- 
bute ſet by Fate * However it be, that whole 
land may be well call'd, at this Time, the Grand 
Ii frmary of Exrepe, where baneful Sickneſs makes 
its publick Reſidence. The timorous Giafars ran 
from Place to Place, thinking to eſcape from Hea- 
ven's all-ſearching Purſuiraentss They flee from 
popular Towns to Villages; and from theſe again to 
unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and Heaths, carrying 
their Wives and Children with them, and all the 
Subſtance of their Houſes. Ihe Roads are co- 
vered with the Caravans of doubtful Paſſengers, 
who dread to think of going back to the conta- 
gious Seats they left behind, yet know not where 
to be received a new. So general is the Conſter- 
nation, ſo ſtrong the Fear of thoſe, who yet ſur- 
vive, left they ſhould alſo catch the Infection and die. 
eſides this, they have felt the Strokes of ano- 
ther ſurprizing Calamity ; London, the Capital oF 
of England, being newly conſum'd by Fire. | 
is not certain, whether D-fign or Chance firſt * 
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dled the devouring Element. But it fell out at an un- 
lucky Seaſon, when the Wind was high, and from 
its Eaſtern Quarters blew the Flames full Weſt, which 
ſpreading North and South, demoliſh'd all before 
them, laying the greateſt Part of that rich and fa- 
mous City in Afhes. _ 

Some aſcribe this to a P/-t of the French ; Others 
term it a Judgment of C, for their Rebellion, 
Pride, and other crying Sins Whilſt with equal 
Probability, a Third Sort affirm, 'twas contriv'd 
and put in Execution, by a Cabal of Carpenters and 
Maſons, who wanting Employment, and projecting 
the Method of enriching themſelves, diſdaining al- 
ſo the inartificial and , obſolete Form of Buildings, 
reſolved to put this City into a new Figure, and 
raiſe it, according to the Models of Foreign Ar- 
chitecture. Every one gueſſes as his Affections in. 
cline him, or his Conjectures follow the Byaſs of 
his Intereſt, Men are aways partial to themſelves 
and the Cauſe they have eſpous d. God only knows 
the Truth. 

The Superſtitious among the Roman Catholicks take 
Occaſion, from the Timing of this horrible Con- 
flagration, to infult o'er the Enghi/b Proteſtants : 
who, from ſome obſcure Paſſages in the Book of 
their Gel, uſed to foretel, in a Prophetick Manner, 
Thrt the final Ruin and Cataſtrophe of Rome would 
happen in this Year 1666 : Whereas, by fatal 
Experience, more ſure than vain Predictions, they 
_ the Metropolis of their own Nation reduc'd to 


es. | 
Whoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tragedies, 
tis certain, the Deſigns of Fate are ſtill perform'd. 
Every Kingdom, State, and Community, has its cri- 
tical Periods 


s and Climacters, wherein it ſuffers De- 
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* Thus Blank the Italian Preface mentions, and ſays 
Tit owing to the L:ſs of ſome Part of the Arabick 
Letter, fuppos'd to torn off by Chance, or on fome 


other Occa ſion. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


LETTER Xv. 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 


_ Signior. 


nm.. 


AM melancholy, beyond the Diſcription of 
i Painters, Poets, or, the Lively Eloquence of 
Cicero. Methinks, I am ſcme Zxotick Being; a 
perfect Foreigner on Earth; a Stranger to its Laws 
and Maxims. I appear to other Mortals, like a 
Giafar, or Frank, in his Weſtern Dreſs at Morocco, 
Babylon, or Conſtantinople. I mean not for my out- 
ward Habit (for in that I'm conformable enough 
to the Made of the Region where I refide) but I'm 
all unfaſhionable within ; ridiculous in my Senti- 
ments ard Converſation. When others ugh, I 
ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be ſad, in the Midit of 
merry Company. Even Wine itſelf, that exhila- 
rates all the World befide, does but increaſe my 
Melancholy, by — Strength unto my labour- 
ing Thoughts. It ſublimates my Spirits up to 
Sacred Phrenſies. I am a Lunatick at ſuch a 
Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams more 
wild, than the ſtrange Flights and Raptures of a 
Santone. My heated Spleen, like Mouut Gibel, 
belches __ —_ —_ — 2 Smoak — Va- 
urs, which lay long ſmothering in its ſpon 
4 thele quickly ſpread, and cover all 2 
| | Horizon 
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Horizon of my Soul, rendering it dark and gloomy, 
as the Cimmerian Solitude, or the more diſmal Val- 
lies bordering on the River S/yzx, where ſurly Charon 
waits to ferry over the Caravans of trembling Ghoſts 

and land them in Elyſium. | 

Oh! That thoſe Fables of the ancient Poets were 
but true ! Or, That I knew but ſomething certain of 
our Future State ! Whether the Soul ſurvives or no, 
when Death has ſtopp'd the Circulation of our 
Blood? And what becomes of that Immortal Sub- 
ſtance, after its parting from the Body Whether 
it paſs by Tranſmigration into the Embryo of ſome 
other Animals, as Potba oras taught ; or be uni- 
ted, ſwallowed up, and J. in che Univerſal Soul 
of the World; as Plato did believe? Or, if ſome 
other Magnet does attract its Preſence; and hidden 
Symphathies of Nature teach to form itſelf a Ve- 
hicle or Body of the Elements ! Perhaps, ſome Sou/s 
unite with Air, whilſt others mix with Water, 
Earth, or purer Skies. This for its horrid Sins in 
Martal State, may be, by the Eternal 1 
ſunk down into the fatal Caverns of Mount .. 
na, Strombolo, or Veſuuius; there to incorporate 
with Burning Rivers, and Lakes, of Sulphur, and 
and other Minerals, to hear ually the frightful 
Cracking, Rumbling, and loud Thunder of thoſe 
infernal Vaults ; to be, without Intermiſſion, annoy d 
with the eternal Stench of melted Mines, whoſe poig- 
nant Vapours equally kill it, and revive it ev 
Moment, that it may be confin'd to an endleſs Ci 
of Miſeries: To feel the excruciating Torments, 
which no Tongue can utter ; whilit the inceſlant, 
rapid Motion of thoſe exalted, and moſt violent 
Fires, with which it is embodied by Decree of 
Fate, rob it of the very Poſſibility of the leaſt eaſy 
Thought, or quiet Minute ; and at the ſame Time 
rack it with infinite Tortures. 
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Think not, my dear Phyfician, That it is i - 
ble, a 2 can thus be ſenſible of Pain. 
There's no ſuch Thing as a ate Spirit, ſave 
GOD who made all Bodies, and therefore was be- 
fore them. The Angels themſelves are partly Cor - 
pan: ſo are the Devils. Do not believe then, that 
* — is in a Middle —— between 
t wo, ſhall by Dying, gain a Privilege above 
the moſt eden 27 in f. 2 As foon as 
Death as diſſodg'd us from one Body ; Nature, Pro- 
widence, or Fate, — us another, according to 
our Qualities, Inclinations, and Merits. We may 
as well by Metemp/ychoſes, become the Spirit or Soul 
of a flaming Sulphur-Mine, or at leaſt of ſome Part 
of it, as an Horſe, an Eagle, or a Dove: For- 
ſach,. for aught we know, may be the Diſpoſitions 
of Divine Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Omnipotence. 
By the very ſame Reaſon another Sous! may be 
tranſported to the open, happy Skies, where it may 
either range in boundleſs, free, and ſerene Tracts of 
Bliſs, or be Enfranchis'd in the Corporations of 
the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazer, and 
Diamond,; to poſſeſs Provinces more rich than in P- 
ru, or Guinea, where the Ruſticks plow up Gold, 
more beautiful and pleaſant than the famous Fields of 
Theſſaly. GD knows what will become of us after 
our Diſſolution : But the I of this one Truth 
occaſions all my Melan | 
Death is not formidable of itſelf, nor all the do- 
lorous Circumſtances that precede it: Tis only 
what comes after, raiſes all my Terror. Were I to 
melt away in lingring Agues and Conſumptions ; or 
to be ſooner poſted off in high-wrought Fevers, 


Heuriſies, or Peſtilence: Or, if it were my Fate to 
die by Piſtol, Sword, or Poiſon, or any other Kind 
of flow or ſudden Death, allotted me from Chance 
or Nature, Providence, or Fate: ſhould Heaven con- 
ſume me in a Trice by Lightning; or this —_— 
Wi 
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with equal Swiftneſs, bury me in ſome. ſurprizin 
— would be all one to Mahmut, — 
it not for the After-claps, to which I am a Stranger, 
I tremble at the hidden and unſearchable Force of 
Nature I dread the irreverſible, unknown Deerees of 
Fate, the Secred Methods of Eternal Defliny, the Laws, 
and Order of the other I orla, in billeting the Troops 
of Human Souls, that go to Winter there, after this 
Life's Campaign is fimiſh'd, 
Once in a cold and froſty Evening, as I was tra- 
velling oer a bleak, wide Plain, and felt the pene- 
trating Blaſts of North-Eaſt Winds, with chilling 
Sleet, which fell upon me from the Clouds; my 
Spirits alſo tir'd with tedious Journies, and my 
anxious Thoughts being wholly taken up about a 
Reſting-Place that Night, how. to avoid the 
Aſlault of Robbers, with a Thouſand other Perils, 
threatening a Stranger on the Road; at *. 1 
chanc'd to think of the untry d and remote Voyage 
I muſt one Day make to another World. It chill d 
my Blood, to imagine the diſconſolate, naked Cir- 
cumſiances of a Separate Soul, which, for aught I 
knew, might be bewilder'd, loſt, and forc'd.. to 
wander up ard down, through untrack'd Waſtes 
of miſty, frozen Air, where the inhoſpitable Element 
affords to Guides, no Caravanſera's to comfortleſs 
7 ſtraggling G; unleſs they would accept a 
odging in ſome Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot 
of Rain, Hail, or Snow ; there to incorporate with 
the unwelcome Meteors, and be whirl'd round the 
Globe, or elſe precipitated down to Earth again in 
Showers ; from thence” perhaps, to be exhal'd by 
the Sun, and mix'd with Embrys's of Lightning, 
Fiery Dragons, Jenes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly 
flaming in the Vellin, and thus to circulate in 
endleſs Tran/migrations, Who knows the Circum- 
| ſtances of departed Souls, or Laws of a Separate 
State ? Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall * 
| t 
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that inviſible and dark Receſs from Life: He ſhall 
be then eſteem'd more than Apollo, by the penſive 
Mahmut. Not the old Delphic Oracle could receive 

eater Reverence from the Inquifitive World ; nor 
— now from devout Mauſſulmam Pilgrims ; or Me- 
dina Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in Peace, than 
ſuch an one ſhould have from me, who would with 
unfei Truth diſcover, how we ſhall be diſpoſed 
of when we die. But I am cloy'd and — no 
with dull Romances of the Prieſi: Derwiſcs. 

My Friend, Let Thou and I learn to improve the 
Joys of preſent Life, and not by damn'd Miſtakes, 
_ deprive ourſelves of double Happineſs. But let us ſo 
com ourſelves, that our 7ran/migration may be 
but from the Pleaſures of Earth to thoſe of Heaven ;- 
from one Paradi/e to another. 


Paris, 6th of the 1ſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1667. 


LETTER 


a 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Kerker Haſſan, Baſfa 


HE Bleflings of GOD, and his Prophet. 

chear thy Heart, as thou haſt exhilerated mine 

by thy laſt Letter, wherein thou encourageſt me with 

the Hopes of beiug remov'd from this diſagreeable 

Poſt, to one more delightful and happy, even to a 

ſweet Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or any 

other Part of the Grand Signior's Dominions. which 
is the very Mark of all my Wiſhes, 

I have a natural Averſion for great and populous 
Cities. They ſeem to be ſo many magnificent Se- 
pulchres of the Living. where Men are ſhut up, im- 

riſon'd, and buried from all Commerce with the 

lements ; or they are like H:ſpitals, or Pa Houſ. s, 
where People crowd, infect, and ſtink one another 
to Death, with a Thouſand Pollutions. They hive 
together like Bees, and build their Apartments in 
Darkneſs. Like Neſts of Piſinire,, they trudge up 
and down all the Summer of their Youth, to heap 
up Treaſures, that they may ſpend the Winter of 
their Old Age in loathſome Eaſe, and benumb'd 
Stupidity ; not daring to venture out of the Purlieu 
of their naſty, ſmoaky Habitations, and yet they're 
ready to be ſtifled with their own Breath. | 

"Tis with Pleaſure I contemplate the Face of the 
Infant Earth, before it was deform'd by the unne- 
ceſſary Arts of the Carpenter, Smith, and Maſon ? 
When Men had no other Houſes, ſave what they 
made themſelves, every one for his Family, of the 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with 
Oſiers, Reeds, and Ivy; and cover'd thick with 

Leaves 
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Leaves and Graſs to ſhelter them from Wind, 
Hail, Rain, and other Injuries of Weather, Or, 
perhaps, ſome had found out a Den, or a. Cave in 
the Earth, or the Hollow of a Rock, for a San- 
ctuary in ſuch Caſes, where they repos'd in perfect 
Tradquility, without Fear of Snares or Violence, 
without Apprehenſion of Robbers, or any Tragical 
Surprize. They went out and in, ſlept and wak'd 
labour'd and reſted, in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, 
Envy, and Injuſtice, had not as yet corrupted the 
Minds of Mortals. 'The Earth brought forth 
Corn, Herbage, and. Fruits without the Huſband- 
man's or Gardener's Labour : All Places abound- 
ed with Plenty of innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe 
primitive Inhabitants coveted no more. The Cat- 
tle and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and 
the Fountain-Waters were generous as Wine. This 
Globe was a compleat Paradiſe, and no miſtaken 
Zeal bad taught Men religioully to invade one 
another's Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder 
their Neigkbours, in Hopes of meriting Heaven 
hereafter. I here was no ſuck I hing as Bigotry 
or Superftition to be found among any of Human 
Race. I he Law of Nature was in univerſal Force: 
Every Man purſued the Dictates of Reaſon, with. 
out hearkening after Religion Sophiftry, and Sacred 
Fables. 24527 

But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted 
Men's Manners, and they, not cont-nted with the 
Riches and Sweets, which they daily cropt from 
the Surface of the Earth, had found a Way to deſcend 
into her Bowels, ſtung with an inſatiable Deſire of 
hidden Treaſures; then began Injuſtice, Oppreſ- 
ſion, and Cruelty to take Place. Men made Enclo- 
ſures to themſelves, and encompaſſed a certain Por- 
tion of Land with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to 


fence them from the Invaſions of others; for the 
| | Guilt 
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| Guilt of their own vicious Inclinations fill'd them 
with Fears, and made them jealous of one ano- 


ther. They built themſelves ſtrong Holds, For- 
treſſes, Caſtles, and Cities: And their Terrors in- 
creaſing with their Criminal Poſſeſſions, they per- 
ſuaded themſelves, that the very Elements would 

ove their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and 
— Hence ſprang the firſt Invention of A- 
tars and Cacrifices, and from theſe vain 'panick 
Fears of Mortals, the Gods deriv'd their Pedigree. 
For One built a Temple to the Sur, Another to the 
Moon, a Third to Jupiter, Mars, or the reſt of the 
Planets. Some ador'd the Fire, Others the Water 
or Wind. Every one ſet up to himſelf ſuch a God 
as he fancied would be propitious to him. Thus 
Error being equally propagated with Human Na- 
ture, they created an infinite Rabble of 1maginary 


Deities, paying to thoſe Idols, the ſupreme an in- 
communicables Honours, due only to the Eternal E 


ſerce, Father and Source of all Things. 


Beſides, they liv'd in intolerable Pride and Luxury, 
in conſtant Wars and Strife, in Darkneſs, Ignorance, 
and Confuſion, I ſpeak of ſuch as dwelt in Cities, 


and were incorporated together by one common 
Intereſt, For ſtill there remained ſome whom obey'd 


the Original Laws of Nature, and the Traditions'of 


Primitive Humanity. 


. Lg 


Theſe dwelt in Tents, or other Moverable Habi- 


tations, as our Courtrymen the Arabs do at this 


Day, with the Tartar: their Brethern. They ſcorn' d 


to faſten themſelves to the Earth, by poſſeſſing an 


Part of it in Propriety : Every Field and 7* 


Hill and Valley, River and Well, were with 
them in common. They ſtraggled whither they 

pleaſed. | I 
This is the Life ſo emulated by me, or inſtead 
of that, at leaſt 'a Retirement from Cities, that I 
may breathe out my laſt Hours in free Air, _— 
om 


— 
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from the ſtifling Company and Contagion of Mor- 
tals. I long to range at Liberty through unfre- 
vented Paths of Deſart Ground, o'er wild, unpo- 
-Iiſh'd Heaths ; from thence inſenſibly to fall into 
ſome venerable Solitude, where the dry, moſſy Banks 
of Trees, in filent Characters proclaim the An- 
_— of the Place; and gentle Whiſpers of the 
od inſtru the Methods of P/atonick Lore; in- 
ſpire ſtrange Paſſions, which we never felt before, 
and teach us to converſe with Satyrs, Nymphs, and 
other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades, How great 
is the pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz d with ſome har- 
monious, warblirg Stream, or filent, ſoft, . deep, 
Cry ftal River! To K incognito with Dryad:, 
He mad adi, and the ſporting Eccho's ; to lie diſ- 
foly'd in looſe, yet innocent Enjoyments, on the 
Banks; to talk with Nature, with Immortal Subſtun- + 
. and with Ecternity itſelf ! Oh Gcd Is not this 
raviſhing ? | | 58 
Tis Gifficult to ſay, Whether it would be plea- 
ſant or painful, to return from theſe ineffable Pa- 
Tades of the Sex, to our Domeſtick Felicitics, tho 
even in a Rural Life, which I acknowledge to be 
the Happineſs on Earth. Vet there to trace the 
Herds and Flocks to walk amidſt the high grown 
Corn, and Graſs, to pluck the Bearded Ears of Bar- 
„to let our Eyes roll over the various Figures of 
the Wind blown Wheat and Millet, our Noſes to 
ſuck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, Thyme, Oran- 
ges and Limons, with innumerable Spices ; our Ears 
to. hear the inimitable. Melody of Birds, and every 
Senſe to be tranſported, ſnatch'd away, ard loſt in 
ſacred Extaſies; muſt needs be rank'd among the 
hig heſt Kind of Earthly Pleaſures. d 2 
at to deſcend from thoſe Enjoyments, to the 
meaneſt, and moſt common Diverſions of a Country 
Life; methinke, there's ſomething peculiarly charm- 
ing in the very ellenge Situation of the 1 
W er 
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whether it be on the Brow of an Hill, or the Bot- 
tom of a Valley; in the Midſt of a Wood or the 
Opening of an Heath; on the Side of a Road, or 
in ſome obſcure Corner of the Country. "Tis 
agreeable, when walking in the Morning, to hear 
the 2 of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Scream - 
ing, Quacking, , and Crowing, of Geeſe, Ducks, 
Cocks, and other Home bred Animals; to hear 
the louder Winds, threatning, to tear up Trees 
by the Roots, demoliſh Houſes, and remove the 
lobe itſelf, if poſſible, from off its Baſis. This 
would be better Muſick to me, for a Change, than a 
Concert of Dulcemers, Theorbo's, Timbrels, and Viols. 
Human Nature delights in Variety, and there is a 
certain audacious Curioſity in the Saul, which loves 
to venture on Extremes. The Rain, the Dirt, the 
Stink of Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other 
neceſſary Rurel Beaſts, would pleaſe me better than 
the conſtant tedious Eaſe, and fulſome Sweets of 
Court or C:ty. I ſweat whilſt thus ſhut up within 
theſe Walls: It cloys me to be daily walking in a 
Circle; trample aways o'er the ſame Ground, in 
a vaſt Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Senſes meet 
no new refreſhing Objects, but my Ears are hourly 
nauſeated, vex'd and tir'd, with the rattling Din of 
Coaches, Carts, Artificers, and the harſh Voices of 
ſuch as fell Fleſh, Fiſh, and other Things about the 
Streets. My Eyes can find no grateful Proſpeſts, but 
daſh'd with ſurly rugged Looks of proud an 3 
Infidels; or with the fly Satyrick Smiles of well - 
| hapy People, who condemn me for my Bandy Legs, 
-and Crooked Back, 

In a Word, My dear Ba/a, I long to feel the 
gentle Breezes of the Eaft, purifying my Soul, and 
cleanſing it from ſo many Pollutions. I languiſh 

; for the Sight of Turbands, and Creſcents, for the de- 
' vout Call of the Muezins on the lofty Minarets : I 


die in Contemplation of the Sacred Fafts and Feafts, 
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the Nocturnal Joys of Ramixan, the Revels, and 

chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and the Imperial 
Dunalma . When I think of theſe Things, my 
Soul burfls forth into fervent Invocations, and eve- 
ry Faculty cries, Alla, Alla. © 

May that Divine and Immortal One hear my Pray- 
ers, and grant me the Happineſs to fee the Face of 
noble Aer Haſſan, in an Horizon, pure and free 
from the Defilement of Prfidels. FN OS 


Paris 14th of the 2d Mron, 
of the Year 1667. 


F WY — 


2 


— +. as FS 


FETTEY. YO... 
To Iſouf, bis Coufin, a Merchant at 
Aſtracan. 


Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, where - 
1 in, among other Things, I recommended our 
Couſin Sahyhman to thy Friendſhip and 3 if 
ever he ſhould travel to Aracan, as I advis'd him: 
For thou knoweſt he has a roaming Genius, without 
the Wit to improve himſelf in any Foreign Country, 
unleſs he has a Friend to guide and take Care of him: 
And then 'twill be a difficult Taſk to make him ſen- 
fible where he is. He'll always think he's within 
the Verge of the Grand Signior's Hunt, where he 
may domineer at large, under the Notion of a Re- 
tainer to the Sultan, He's a ſtrange Humour'd 
Fellow. I know not what to make of him. He's 
as changeable as Proteus or a Cameleon: Sometimes 
religiouſly dull and phlegmatick, like a Hadgi; at 
another Seaſon, you ſhali feel his Pulſe beating to the 
Tune of youthful Pride, Ambition, Luft, and other 


Vices. To Day he'd be a Derviche, Santone, 
or 
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or any Thing that bears the Form of Holineſs :. But 
-when he has flept upon't, the vain young Convert 
would return again to the World, and be a Soldier, 
Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or any Thing that 
makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 
are the rigid Paths of Virtue to a Saul not well eſta 
bliſhed in its Principles. | th 

And yet our Couſin Sohman, as I am told, is the 
Muſſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to his Exterior. 
With Hand devoutly laid to Breaſt, and humbleſt 
Couch o' th' Earth he gives the Salem to his Friends 
and Neighbours : Soft, as the Sighs of Mutes in the 
Seraglio: Humble, as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is 
hector d by the rampart Janixariet. 

But, Oh, my Couſin J, tis Grief to ſay, That 
Solyman, Partaker of our Blood, is baſe, ungrateful, 
and perfidious : That he ſhould be thus unnatural, 
ſtudying the utmoſt Period of our Life; inſtead of 
honeſt, juſt, and noble Preſents, to prolong it. 

I had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to Por- 
tius Pilate ; and if 1 had gone on, and ſcumm'd off 
all the moſt enormous Crimes of Human Race, 
twould be too little to expreſs his Enmity againſt 
Mahmut, the kindeſt Uncle, and the trueſt Friend, 
that e er poor Solyman could boaſt of. 

But he is degenerate, and that's too little, without 
the mournful Sighs of thee and me, to increaſe the 
2 of his Crime. 

n fine, He is our Kinſman, and let us ſhew Mer» 
cy, He has been 4 tous to me, and I would re- 
trench the Words I have ſpoken in his Diſgrace. If 
he comes to Afracan, do as thou pleaſeſt: But have 
an Eye over thine own Affairs. Take not Sol/yman 
for an Angel. He is ſtill but a Turbant-Maker ; a fro- 


lickſome Blade; and a Merchant that makes a very 
ſmall Figure. 


Coufin 


— 
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Couſin uf, Forget not the Maxims, thou haſt 
learned in thy Travels ; Be true to thy Friends, and 
thy ſelf. Honour the Memory of thy deceaſed Pa- 
rents. Love all Men that are good. And be not 
remiſs in praying for the Soul of thy deceaſed Un- 
cle, whenever God ſhall call for it. 8 


Paris 26th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Near 1667. 


The End of the Sixth Vor un. 


— 


